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INTRODUCTION
The author of this book, the Rev. B. F. At
kinson, has been for forty-six years a member
of the Louisville Conference of the Methodist
Episcopal Church, South. All of these years
have been spent in the pastorate, but because
of his particular adaptability to the work of
evangelism he has had many calls for revival
work throughout Kentucky and elsewhere and
thousands of people have been converted under
his ministry. It is his testimony that many of
these converts have been brought to Christ un
der the preaching of the sermons which are em
bodied herein. This fact explains the publica
tion of this volume. It is the earnest desire of
the author that these sermons under which souls
have been won shall be put into permanent form.
These sermons are primarily evangelistic ap
peals, but they involve also a running commen
tary upon the much discussed book of Revelation
and as such present the author's general inter
pretation of the book. May his purpose of the
winning of additional converts be realized.
Roy H. Short, D. D.,
District Superintendent, Louisville District,
Louisville Conference, Methodist Church.

PREFACE

*'The Revelation of Jesus Christ,'' by Rev. B.
Franklin Atkinson, containing twenty-one ser
mons on this difficult New Testament Book, is
a volume that will meet a real need in the pres
ent day Church. It contains much of doctrinal
truth, yet the sermons are not primarily doctri

nal in nature, but evangelistic. They exalt
Christ and are intended rather to lead men to
Him than to convert them to a theological view
point. These sermons have all stood the test of
repeated delivery in the pulpit and have borne
fruit in winning souls to Christ. The many il
lustrative incidents they contain are taken
largely from the personal experience of the au
thor during his long service in the Methodist
Church.
Mr. Atkinson's volume is well worth while.
Although it reveals the author's wide acquaint
ance with the great mass of literature concern
ing the Book of Revelation, he confines himself
almost entirely to the Scriptures. There is no
lack of doctrinal treatises on the controverted
passages of the Book of Revelation. The need is
for spiritual interpretation. From his study of
the Scriptures, Mr. Atkinson makes his own in
terpretations, but throughout he seeks to make
even theological questions a means of winning
souls to Christ. Whether or not the reader
agrees with all of his views, a careful reading
of the sermons will be helpful to the develop
ment of one's spiritual life.
William T. McElroy, D. D.
Editor Christian Observer, (Presbyterian),

Louisville, Ky.

APPRECIATION
These sermons on ^^The Revelation of Jesus
Christ" are unique. They do not follow the
beaten path usually traveled by commentators
on this great book.
They are homiletieal more
than exegetical, practical more than theoretical.
They enjoy the advantage of having been stenographically reported as the preacher gave them
from his pulpit, making them more readable and
sprightly. They show careful thought, and
especially close and diligent study of the Bible,
but are free from the smell of the student's
lamp. The author has an engaging method of
connecting up much of the rest of the Bible with
the Revelation, so that the reader's mind is dis
abused of any possible notion that this last book
of the Bible is independent of the books that pre
cede it in the Sacred Scriptures. There are
many hortatory passages and a liberal use of
apt illustrations. These sermons might very
well inspire an effective series of revival mes
sages. Indeed, the author tells us in his Fore
word that he has used them in this way with
very gracious results. In every one there is a

strong evangelistic appeal.
It is my hope that the book will have a very
wide reading, though it is possible that some
readers may not agree with all the author's in
terpretations and conclusions. Mr. Atkinson,
in making these unusual sermons on a neglected
book available to the public, has rendered a fine
service to his own and to future generations.
W. N. Briney,

Minister Broadway Christian Church,

Louisville, Kentucky.

FOREWORD

Winning souls to Christ has been the chief
business of the author since Jesus came into his
heart and made him a "new creature" about
fifty-four years ago. As a means to that end
forty-six years ago he began to devote all his
studies to such subjects and books available as
were conducive to a better knowledge of the
Bible of which he knew very little. In that sense
he has earnestly endeavored to be a student of
the ONE BOOK, believing every part of it, from
the first verse in Genesis to the last verse in
Revelation, to be God's inspired Word. It never
occurred to him that God gave us any part of it
to be neglected or shunned, as being impossible
of understanding. Hence this humble preacher
began preaching from texts in Revelation in the
very beginning of his ministry, along with all
other books in the Bible, so far as he could un
derstand them. Observing that his ever-increas
ing number of plain, well-understood evangelis
tic sermons derived from the book of Revelation
were drawing increasing audiences and leading
many of them to Christ, he preached them fre
quently. While continuing in the active pas
torate for all these years, he has assisted other
pastors in many revivals, and in several in
stances he preached the Revelation series of ser
mons with most gratifying results. The twentyone sermons contained in this volume are prac
tically as delivered by him and recorded by a
stenographer at the regular Sunday morning
and evening services in his church in Louisville,
Kentucky, It was the most fruitful revival in

conversions and additions to the church, for any
like

period of time, even when a protracted
meeting was included, during the present pas
torate of three and one-half years.

Nothing less than the burning desire for the
salvation of souls could induce him to prepare
these sermons for publication. He is more than
willing for any minister or other soul winner to
use them in any way he chooses to lead souls to
Christ, without referring to the author at all.
The truths contained in them as delivered by the
author ought to produce similar results when de
livered by other persons with a similar desire
for the salvation of lost souls.
In offering this volume of sermons to the
public, the author's highest hopes are, first, that
many unsaved people may be induced to read
them and thereby find their way into the king
dom of God; second, that many ministers will
find much usable soul-winning material in them
and make good use of them for the cause of
Christ; and third, that Bible students may get a
better understanding of the wonderful Revela
tion of Jesus Christ as He appears in all these
great visions. The book of Revelation should al
ways be read from one of the good revised ver
sion Bibles. The authorized version beclouds
much of it. The author received very little help
from sources outside of the Bible. It contains
all the plain facts necessary to dispel the mys
teries of Revelation and make it as clear as the
other books of the Bible. God's Book is its own
best and truest interpreter. It is always con
sistent with itself.

Many of the prophecies in the Old Testament
Scriptures concerning the coming Messiah re
mained great mysteries to all men until they
were fulfilled and made plain in Christ's birtii,
life, death and resurrection. Even so some of
the prophecies in Revelation will remain un
solved mysteries until they are fulfilled in God's
time and will be made plain to serve His pur
poses at that time. The mysteries of such ex
pressions as "for a time, and times, and half
time," "five months," "forty and two months,"

etc.; and numbers "sixes," "sevens," "tens,"
"twelves," etc., when not made unmistakably
clear and plain by Scripture references as evi
dence of their usage as literal wherever they are
found in the Bible, this writer regards as some
of those insoluble mysteries. He has studied
many books in which the authors have pre
sumed to state the beginning and end of the
periods in history, together with the events
which marked those periods as fulfillment of
these prophecies : also assuming to create a sysbolism of "good," "bad," "completeness," "in
completeness," etc., out of the above figures. He
finds no adequate proof in Scriptures, justifiable
data in history or logical reasoning as a founda
tion for such presumptions or assumptions.
"And He (Christ) said unto them, It is not for
you to know the times or the seasons, which the
Father hath put in his own power." Acts 1 :7.
The Bible quotations in these sermons are
from both the Authorized and the EnglishAmerican Revised Versions.
The Bible studies presented in these dis-

have enabled the Author to arrive at a
clear, logical, consistent and Scriptural under
standing of these great visions very comforting
and satisfying to himself: yet he is continuing
his research for more information regarding
them.
The reader will find it most helpful to get a
preview of the entire Book of Revelation by first
studying carefully the subjects (with the nota
tions) of all the sermons as given on the pages
of contents, and then read the sermons consecu
tively, certainly not failing to read any of the
Scripture references given with each text : they
This series
are essential parts of the sermons.
links.
like
chain
with
is
a
twenty-one
courses

The Author.

DEDICATION
This volume is hereby dedicated to the
service of God with the most earnest
prayer and hope that it will be fruitful
in winning many precious souls to
Christ in the present generation and
the generation to come.
�ESPECIALLY AND PERSONALLY�
To the author's relatives, friends and acquaint
ance

all,

living appeal, even God's gra
cious, loving call,
From the follies of sin, Satan and trivial things
of the earth,
Into Divine wisdom, eternal riches with Christ
through the new birth.
The writer's most constant prayer and hope for
you, one and all.
Is that these sermons, often read, will help you
ever to be ready for

Come his

ever

Heaven's Roll Call.
The Author.
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SERMON NUMEER I
THE REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

Scripture References. Revelation
lish Revised Version. )

1.

(Eng

Text: Rev. 1:1. The Revelation of Jesus
Christ.
1. The text is truly the correct subject of
this wonderful book. In fact the entire Bible,
including both Old and New Testaments, was
written for the one purpose of revealing to man
kind Jesus Christ, by whom all things were
created, and His dealings with all His creatures.
In 1 Cor. 2:2, Paul says, "I determined not to
know anything amongyou, save Jesus Christ, and
Him crucified." There is really nothing else
known to man for any one to write about or talk
about. "The earth is the Lord's and the fullness
thereof, the world and they that dwell therein."
Psa. 24:1. "For none of us liveth to himself,
and no man dieth to himself. For whether we
live, we live unto the Lord: whether we live
therefore or die, we are the Lord's." Rom. 14 :7,
8. So when we speak of anything in creation we
are talking about Christ's property; and when
we say or do anything good or bad to any hu
man being, at the judgment. He will say to us,
"Inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the
least of these, my brethren, ye have done it unto
me." Hence no one can ever escape, even for a
moment, dealing with Christ, at any time. "And
1
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this is life eternal, that they might know thee,
the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom thou
hast sent."
II. "Blessed is he that readeth, and they
that hear the words of this prophecy and keep
(obey) the things which are written therein."
To read means to understand; for if we merely
pronounce the words without understand

ing them, we cannot know how to keep or obey
them, and receive the promised blessings. Sure
ly God would not be guilty of the cruel act of
making the promise, "Blessed is he that readeth,
and they that hear the words of this prophecy
and keep (obey) the things which are written
therein," if it were impossible for any man to
understand and obey and receive the promised
blessedness. Hence, we must conclude that our
loving Father gave us this blessed book and also
the means of understanding it, and obeying its
commandments, admonitions and instructions
and receiving the promised blessedness. I am
here to testify that as a result of many years of
earnest prayer for wisdom and much diligent
study of the Bible searching the Scriptures
throughout for the "Revelation of Jesus Christ"
�

I am convinced He meant for me to under
stand it sufficiently for me to keep and obey His
words which are written therein, to fill my own
soul with glorious blessings many times, and to
�

preach

many

plain soul-winning gospel

sermons

from its content, which have resulted in the sal
vation of many precious souls, according to their
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in witnessing for Christ.
I have found "The Revelation of Jesus Christ"
given in the Old Testament Scriptures in a very
wonderful way ; in the Gospels, Acts of the Apos
tles and the Epistles, in a much more wonderful
way; and in the light of all these, I find "The
Revelation of Jesus Christ" in all His fullness,
in the most glorious way, in the book called
Revelation. It is truly the climax revelation of
Jesus Christ to all people. Then let every eye
"behold Him."
III. In Christ's messages, through John, to
His seven churches named here, and thence to
all people of earth. He presents some facts un
mistakably plain : first, these are His own words
and that "He is the first and the last." Sec
ond, that He is the same "Jesus Christ that was
dead and is alive forever more" ; third, that "he
is the ruler of the kings of the earth" ; and
fourth, "Behold he cometh with the clouds (as
he went up) and every eye shall see him."
As "No man knoweth the day nor hour when
the Son of man cometh," let us all heed his admo
nitions, "Seek ye first the kingdom of God, and
his righteousness." Watch for His coming. "Be
ye also ready."
IV. "I, John, your brother and partaker
with you in the tribulation" in banishment "In
the isle that is called Patmos." Banished there
by a beastly world ruler to perish by starvation.
But the "Angel of the Lord encampeth round
about them that fear him and delivereth them."
own

�

testimony
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Even so, "tribulation" is a very small matter
to the true children of God; Daniel was in the
lions' den, but the angels locked the jaws of the
lions ; the three Hebrew boys were cast into the
fiery furnace, but Christ came and walked with
them there, and quenched the fire which He had
created for a blessing to man. When we truly
walk with the Lord, in the light of His word and
"in the spirit" as these men and John did, the
old devil with all his imps cannot harm us. We
would surely rejoice with unspeakable glory in
heaven over such experiences and deliverances
as these saints had.
It is not so with those who do not have Christ
Even the
as Savior, Lord and daily companion.
of
serious thought
approaching death, and of be
ing ushered into the visible presence of God, is
horrifying to them. No matter how indifferent,
or how they have acted and talked jokingly and
foolishly about the church, religion, heaven, hell
and things of God; even if they have never tried
to pray before, all of them begin to call upon God
for mercy then. Even those, like the rich man,
who had neglected the great salvation till "in
hell he lifted his eyes" and cried for mercy, will
call upon God for mercy, either on earth or in
hell. Then why not all people act in response to
God's call, "Seek ye the Lord while he may be
found, call upon him while he is near: Let the
wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous
man his thoughts," so that God will abundantly
pardon us all.
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John has yielded himself completely to the
Lord's call, and when he was banished to a bar
ren island to perish by starvation "in tribula
tion," Christ graciously responded to his call,
and opened up the glories of heaven to his vision :
and He who fed the five thousand men, beside
their women and children, from a boy's lunch
basket, in some way, fed John while he was tak
ing dictation from heaven and writing it in the
Book called Revelation.
V. John says, "I was in the Spirit on the
Lord's day : and heard behind me a great voice,
as of a trumpet, saying, what thou seest write
in a book, and send it to the seven churches to
�

Ephesus, Smyrna, Pergamum, Thyatira, Sardis,
Let them behold
"in
the midst of
me,
you
walking
them." With all these scales of sin, and its
stains washed from their souls' eyes in "The
blood of the Lamb," each one of them will behold
me as you see me : arrayed in my royal, High
Priestly robes, being the risen High Priest who
offered Himself, "the Lamb of God," upon the
Cross in sacrifice, tasting death in their stead,
in order to save them from sin ; and as the Al
mighty King, I rose from the dead, conquering
death, hell and the grave; leading captivity cap
tive, to give the gift of eternal life to all men.
And they will behold me, with my head, hair,
raiment and my entire being in pure whiteness
like the holiness of God on His throne in heaven.

Philadelphia,
as

and Laodicea."

see

me

And my eyes, like flames of

fire, being the same
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of fire which looked into Moses'
heart and face from the bush in the wilderness :
even now I am present with you and looking into
the heart and face of every minister while he is
preparing his sermons and delivering them to
the congregations ; and while visiting from house
to house, as my under shepherd, called and sent
to represent me and be my spokesman "To seek
and to save that which was lost," even all people
to the end of the world. Likewise I am present
with, and my flaming eyes are looking into the
hearts and faces of, all Sunday school superin

spirit flame

tendents, teachers, officers, stewards, trustees,
other church officers, individual members and
parents. They are all responsible to God for
their living the Christ-like life before all people
and especially their children, "bringing them up
in the nurture and admonition of the Lord." For
Christ promised each one of His followers say
ing, "Lo, I am with you always, even unto the
end of the world." The veil of the flesh prevents
our physical eyes from beholding Him as John,
"in the spirit," saw Him, but "the pure in
heart," by the help of the Holy Spirit, are made
as conscious of His presence as if their physical
eyes did behold Him. For Christ said, "Blessed
are the pure in heart for they shall see God."
"And out of his mouth proceeded words
mightier than a sharp two-edged sword" declar
ing, "/ am the living one; and I was dead, and
behold (see me) I am alive forevermore, I have
the keys of death and Hades," the present
�
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abiding place of all disembodied souls. The
place called Paradise is the abode of the souls of

Abraham and Lazarus with all other souls of the
departed saved ones from the earth ; and afar off
in Hades across the fixed and impassable gulf is
hell, the present abode of the rich man who said,
"I am tormented in this flame," with all other

departed lost souls. The two places are in sight
and hearing distance of each other. In the full
ness of time Christ will use that "key" to open
the door of Paradise that the saved souls may be
reunited with their bodies in the first resurrec
tion. And a long time afterward, those who
died in their sins will be reunited in the second
resurrection with their bodies; thus they "Shall
awake
to shame and everlasting contempt ;
because they neglected or flatly resfused to re
ceive Jesus Christ as their Savior and Lord.
These two resurrections are revealed fully in
later chapters in Revelation.
VI. While seen "In the midst of the seven
golden candlesticks, one like unto the Son of
man
had in his right hand seven stars;"
of which He says, "The seven stars are seven
angels of the seven churches ; and the seven can
dlesticks are the seven churches." These church
es were located in the seven Gentile cities named
above to which all the true followers of the Lamb
went for counsel and instructions after they had
been scattered abroad from Jerusalem, by the
persecution of the beastly world rulers, and no
longer had headquarters there. Hence, these
.

.

.

.

.

.
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messages from Christ sent to the
seven churches were sent to all His churches on
earth and to their successors throughout all
time. And, like Paul's epistles which deal with
conditions, the good and the bad, in each church
center and its surrounding territory, they were
all meant for instructions to the universal
church. If Paul and Christ are not at variance
with each other in their methods of sending in
structions in written letters to the several
churches and to the entire church, to be consist
ent we must use Christ's message to the seven
churches just as we use Paul's epistles to the
His eighth epistle
seven Gentile church centers.
was written for the Hebrews scattered abroad
over the world. The Lord has abundantly blessed
both the preacher in delivering, and the hearers
in receiving some of the most effective gospel ser
mons drawn from Christ's messages to the seven
churches, that this humble speaker has ever been
able to deliver.
In Numbers 3 :31 : "And their charge shall
be the ark (of the Covenant), and the table, and
the candlesticks, and the altars, and the vessels
of the sanctuary." The Lord instructed Moses
to make the golden candlestick and to keep a
candle burning on it near the altar of worship,
the blaze to be the emblem and reminder of
Christ's presence in the bush and in the cloud
which looked like fire : hence the candlesticks beseven

fittingly represent the churches here.
The Lord, in all ages, uses both angels and
men to carry His messages.
He sent h� mgeis
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"bring the good tidings
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to all men" of the

birth of Christ. It matters very little whether
these stars in Christ's hand were angels commis
sioned to deliver these messages to the seven
churdies or to men as pastors. I have always
believed them to be the Lord's Spirit-filled men,
bright shining lights, as Christ says to His apos
tles, "ye are the light of the world" reflecting
the light of Christ, as the stars reflect the light
of the sun. The one all-important item is that
they are in the hands of Jesus Christ, therefore.
absolutely under His control.
The worst calamity that can ever befall a
true minister of Jesus Christ is for him to allow
himself to be brought under the control of any
person or thing but Christ Himself. While the
fire-like eyes of Christ are helping us in this
message to look into our own hearts, we may do
well to ask self a few questions : Just how much
does money influence me in my church work?
What effect does public opinion have on my
preaching and habits? Have I a man-fearing
spirit? Just how far does my desire to be an
agreeable "men pleaser" control me? Is my su
preme desire to serve Christ and please Him?
Oh ! that every minister and church member on
earth wearing the name "Christian" could
truthfully say with Paul, "I am crucifled with
Christ: nevertheless I live; yet not I, but Christ
liveth in me : and the life which I now live in the
flesh I live by the faith of the Son of God, who
loved me and gave himself for me." No one of
us can afford to be or do otherwise.

SERMON NUMBER II
CHRIST THE GIVER OF ALL RICHES

Rev. 1 :9-20.
"Became thou sayText:
Rev. 3:17-20.
I
est, am rich, and have gotten riches, and have
need of nothing; and knowest not that thou art
the wretched one and miserable and poor and
blind and naked: I counsel thee to buy of me gold
refined by fire, that thou mayest become rich;
and white garments, that thou mayest clothe
thyself, and that the shame of thy nakedness be
not nmde manifest; and eye salve to anoint thine
eyes, that thou mayest see. As many as I love,
I rebuke and chasten: be zealous therefore, and
repent. Behold, I stand at the door and knock;
if any man hear my voice and open the door, I
will come in to him, and will sup with him, and
he with me,"
Our Scripture lesson reveals to us the risen
Christ, as He now is "in the midst of" all His
true churches, saying, "Lo, I am with you al
ways, even unto the end of the world." John,
having vision into the spirit world, saw Him as
He really is with us all the time; our eyes do not
thus behold Him because our souls abide within
the veil of the flesh, but the "pure in heart" are
none the less conscious of His presence.
They
walk and talk together with Him, so long as they
"be agreed together" with Him. His being in
visible to our physical eyes does not make Him
10
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any the less real in presence with our souls, for
He says, "He that abideth in me and I in him

beareth much fruit : for apart from me
ye can do nothing."
His messages, sent through the angels or pas
tors to the seven churches, like all the epistles
written by the other apostles to various church
es, each dealing with the conditions peculiar to
the church addressed, evidently were intended
for them all, and for all His churches of all ages.
John was instructed to write them in a book.
We have the book and are endeavoring to use it
for our instructions. The peculiar feature of
this church was that its members were in immi
nent danger of being eternally lost in hell, and
they knew it not. Hence it was infinite love ex
pressed in the words of warning given by our
loving Savior in our text. Being lukewarm
means being indifferent.
Indifference about re
is
ligion
perhaps the most deceiving and most
fatal sin of the human race. The Holy Scrip
tures reveal Christ our Creator as never being
indifferent, but always anxiously seeking to save
all men from sin, even sweating blood while
praying in Gethsemane, suffering in agony on
the cross. He prayed, "Father, forgive them;
for they know not what they do." Thus He was
"tasting death for every man," as a means of
saving us all from sin and hell. For the crea
ture needing salvation, and in danger of drop
ping into hell fire at any moment, to be indiffer
ent about it, to be carelessly unconcerned, is a
the

same
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heinous sin. Yet, most of the people on earth
seem to be stupidly committing that sin.
They were rebuked for another sin of the
same nature, also committed by a large part of
the human race. Being deceived by the devil
they make false claims, of which Jesus reminds
them saying, "Because thou sayest, I am rich,
and have gotten riches, and have need of noth
ing." The facts are no man has ever had true
ridies when not in partnership with Christ, for
"The earth is the Lord's and the fullness there
of, the world and they that dwell therein." "Ye
are not your own, ye are bought with a price."
Christ says to all men "Without me ye can do
nothing." Hence when any human being boasts
of owning any part of the world without being
a true child of God, therefore, in partnership
with Him, he is making a fatal false claim.
Christ illustrates this truth very forcibly in
Luke 12 : 16-20. A certain rich man said to him
self, "Soul, thou hast much goods laid up for
many years ; take thine ease, eat, drink, be mer
ry. But God said unto him. Thou fool, this night
thy soul shall be required of thee, then whose
shall these things be which thou hast provided?"
A rich young ruler was guilty of the same
fatal false claim. He came to Jesus inquiring
the way of salvation, not realizing that Christ
was the real owner of himself and all he pos
sessed. Jesus saw that he loved the property in
his possession more than he loved his own soul
or tlie God who made him, thereby making it
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necessary for the young man to be separated
from his idol in order to be saved, for his actions
proved that his love for his property controlled
him. Had he obeyed Jesus and given himself
into the hands of Christ to be used for the salva
tion of lost men he might have received from Je
sus the highest honors and greatest riches possi
ble to man, for time and eternity, as Moses and
Paul did. Moses gave up his inheritance of the
kingdom of Egypt, "accounting the reproach of
Christ greater riches than the treasures of
Egypt," thus valuing partnership with God far
more than the temporary ownership and rulership of a great world empire. Saul of Tarsus,
with great material wealth and earthly power
and honor, surrendered himself and all to Jesus
Christ, when he met Him on the Damascus road,
and said, "Lord, what wilt thou have me to do?"
Receiving Christ's answer in the following
words (Acts 26:16-18) "I have appeared unto
thee, for this purpose
delivering thee
from the people, and from the Gentiles, unto
whom I send thee, to open their eyes, that they
may turn from darkness to light, and from the
power of Satan unto God, that they may receive
remission of sins and an inheritance among
them that are sanctified by faith in me," Paul
....

promptly accepted Christ's proposition and
obeyed his command. He gave up all claim to
worldly possessions and honors, and in his own
words I "do count all things but dung that I may
win Christ."
(Phil. 3:8). Thus he gained

14
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eternal riches. Surely no mere man has ever at
tained higher honors or greater true riches than
Paul gained by this transaction.
The v^isdom of Moses and Paul is very plain
to all of us. So each and every one of us should
realize that it is equally wise for us to deal with
God in the same way, whether our earthly pos
sessions and honors are small or great. "For we
brought nothing into this world and it is certain
we can carry nothing out."
And we should al
ways recognize the truth of God's word in Deut.
8:16-18, in which God says to Israel and to all
people, "Thou shalt remember the Lord thy God:
for it is he that giveth thee power to get wealth."
Thus always living in partnership with God, in
things both material and spiritual, we may have
true riches.
In the face of all these plain Scriptures, we
see very clearly the foolish, fatal blunders of the
Laodicean church members who said, "I am rich,
and have gotten me riches,and have need of noth
ing ;" and of whom God says thou "knowest not
that thou art the wretched one and miserable
and poor and blind and naked." All the selfsatisfied, unsaved property holders on earth are
committing this same deadly sin against them
selves, and they are not conscious of it. Their
deeds and leases to property are only between
man and man, with the holder having exclusive
privileges of occupying it, as tenant, independ
ent of other people, for a very uncertain length
of time, until God sees fit to say to each of them,
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"Thou fool, this night thy soul is required of
thee." Then they are horrified in realizing to
their eternal "shame and contempt," that since
they had committed their first sin, they had nev
er owned anything on earth, or even had any
right to live on it independent of Christ, the
Creator and real owner.
One rich man may have gained possession of
his wealth in a perfectly legitimate way, and an
other gotten the same amount by robbing banks ;
both, ignoring Christ, their owner. Savior, and
Lord, are miserably poor. For if they should
leave this world today, they would be paupers
alike in hell tomorrow. The same is true of all
sinners, calling themselves rich or poor, who ignore Christ our owner. Lord and only Savior.
*^Blind"
Soul blindness, the very worst kind
of blindness possible to men, because they posi
tively refuse to see or hear Christ who says, "Be
hold, I stand at the door and knock : if any man
hear my voice, and open the door, I will come in
to him, and will sup with him, and he with me,"
to live together as bride and groom in full part
nership, in earth and in heaven. The Lord calls
to every sinner, ''Hear, and your soul shall live,"
but they are still refusing to hear and obey, as
illustrated by the following incident. A group
of children were playing "hide and seek" in a
newly cleared field through which a new rail
road had been built. Only one regular daily
train each way passed over it. Many hours
from train time one boy in the game, according
�
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to the

rule, put his fingers into his

ears

tightly

and closed his eyes, with his face between the
railroad cross ties, while he lay on the steel rail.
In order to give time for all the boys to hide he
began his task of counting a hundred, speaking
very loudly. Before he had reached half the
count, many of the boys and his mother at a
distance, saw an unexpected special train ap
proaching; she and the boys cried out loudly giv
ing warning to the boy in danger, but he was too
busy with his own count to hear and heed, so the
train swept him into death. So it is with the
broad road full of people, who are too much oc
cupied with the material things, comparatively
as worthless as playing "hide and seek," to hear
the knock and call of Christ at the door of their
hearts, when it is really a question of eternal life
and death. Let us repeat God's call to one and
all, "Hear, and your soul shall live." "Behold,
now is the accepted time: behold, now is the day
of salvation."
"Naked" Soul nakedness, the very worst
kind of nakedness, when stripped of its robe of
flesh, covered with sins like leprosy and in the
likeness of the devil, its father and master. Many
such are today abiding in elegant manly and wo
manly bodies, clothed in broadcloth and silk, and
tomorrow will have been disrobed of both mate
rial clothing and mortal flesh, to find themselves
beside the "rich man" in hell, crying, "I am tor
mented in this flame."
"/ have need of nothing" I am in possession
�
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of God's property and I do not want
to be bothered with Him, His churches or His
preachers ; I am using all His days of each week
just as I please, while He keeps me alive and out
of hell. This is my business, and I do not want
God or His preachers quoting His Bible to me
and telling me what I should do on any of these
days. I do not bother others about their religion.
That is really none of my business, and I do not
care whether they go to heaven or hell.
Every
man has a perfect right to do as he pleases in
such matters. So just let us alone. Mind your
own business. Preacher!
Is that the raving of
an insane man, a common lunatic?
No, I have
heard many really brainy men talk that way.
They usually boast of being smarter and better
than the meddlesome preachers. They "know
not" that they are much worse off than a lunatic.
When Jesus met the demoniac, possessed of "a
legion of devils" he raved like that, saying,
"What have I to do with thee, Jesus, thou son of
the most high God? I adjure thee by God tor
ment me not." If the above ravings are not ex
pressed in words, they are expressed in the ac
tions of every soul persistently refusing to re
ceive Christ as Savior and Lord.
"7 Counsel Thee." He counselled Adam and
Eve, but another counselor contradicted God and
said, "Ye shall not surely die," by disobeying
God. Adam and Eve sinned and became the
slaves of the devil, and their first-bom son mur
dered his brother. No matter what the unsaved

plenty
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in words today, in refusing
to repent of their sins and "Seek ifirst the king
dom of God and his righteousness," they are act
ing just as Adam and Eve did, in obeying the
counsel of the devil, just so long as they neglect
the "so great salvation." "No man can serve
Choose ye this day whom ye
two masters.
will serve," Christ or the devil. It must be one
or the other.
*'Buy of Me Gold" Buying anything con
sists of an exchange of values. We exchange
the article of value for the thing we value more.
Christ admonishes all people to make such a pur
chase of Him; bring to Him themselves, with
a broken heart, and their trifling sinful ways,
character and habits, and receive from Him flie
gift of eternal life, plus great rewards. He
asks "What will a man give in exchange for his
soul?" Strange prices. Actions always speak
louder than words. Christ is now offering to
every sinner here or elsewhere in the world the
gift of salvation from sin, with all the gracious
happiness that it brings with it in this world ; on
the terms that the sinner turn away from sin,
forsake the devil and all his works, and receive
Christ as Savior and Lord. Those who refuse to
accept His offer are bound to have some control
ling reason for so doing. Let us be frankly per
sonal and each one ask himself or herself some
vital questions. Am I really one of those who
is neglecting to accept Christ on His terms in
the proposition before us? If so, why am I con-

sinners

are

saying

.

.

.
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tinuing to reject Him as my Savior? What is it
in my habits, practice, plans for the future, or
anything else inconsistent with the Christian
life, which I am unwilling to give up today, to
accept Christ on His proposition? Lord help me
to be honest with myself and name the thing or
reason controlling me and causing me, so far, to
neglect receiving this great Savior. Is that thing
of more value to me than my own soul's
salvation? But says the soul to itself, I have
aske d myself an unfair question, for no one will
ever decide or say that anything is worth more
than his soul's salvation and will never agree to
sell his soul to the devil at any price. Then let
me ask myself a fair question : How is it that
"Wide is the gate, and broad is the way, that
leadeth to destruction, and many be they that en
ter in thereby?" We have just said that no one
ever decides or agrees to do such a thing.
The
eternally lost ones were all people with good in
tentions, simply postponing the act of receiving
Christ as Savior and Lord, just as I have been
doing for a long time. Is it possible that the in
visible devil is deceiving me, and thereby caus
ing me to defer "till a more convenient season"
the all-important decision only to have me, un
expectedly and suddenly, fall into hell, as so
many others have done, who have acted just as I
am doing?
May the Lord help each and every
one to answer these most important questions
wisely. It were better that we had never lived,
than to answer them, by the act, in the wrong
or reason

way.
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Christ's offer in the text is made to all men.
It includes real riches for both this world and the
next. All of us will readily admit without argu
ment that "We brought nothing into this world,
and it is certain that we can carry nothing out,"
and if the Lord had not given us our being, crea
ted and put within our reach the things which
we possess, we certainly would not have them :
therefore we must know conclusively that "every
good gift, and every perfect gift is from above
and cometh down from the Father of lights."
And "no good thing will he withhold from them
that walk uprightly." And He will cause "All
things to work together for good to them that
love God." "For he that spared not his own son,
but delivered him up for us all, how shall he not
also with him freely give us all things?" When
we receive Christ as our Savior and Lord, we be
come "Children of God
heirs of God and
joint heirs with Chrsit," owning with Him ev
erything in our Father's universe. Those fail
ing to receive Christ are eternal paupers, own
ing nothing in God's earth or Heaven, because
they have sold themselves by sin to the devil.
.

.

.

SERMON NUMBER III
THE

MAN, LION,

EAGLE AND OX.

References. Ex. 19:3-6. And Mo
ses went up unto God, and the Lord called unto
him out of the mountain, saying
Ye have
seen what I did unto the Egyptians, and how I
bare you on eagles' wings, and brought you unto

Scripture

.

.

.

myself.
Deut. 32 :9-12. For the Lord's portion is his
people; Jacob is the lot of his inheritance
As an eagle stirreth up her nest, fiuttereth over
her young, spreadeth abroad her wings, taketh
them, beareth them on her wings. So the Lord
alone did lead him.
Ex. 25:16-22. And thou shalt put into the
ark the testimony which I shall give thee.
And the cherubim shall stretch forth their wings
on high, covering the mercy seat with their
wifngs and their faces shall look one to another;
toward the mercy seat shall the faces of the cher
ubim be.
Ex. 40 :38. The Cloud of the Lord was upon
the tabemxicle by day, and fire was on it by
night, (Christ is in the Cloud and fire).
1 Sam. 6:1-15, (verses 11, 12, 14 and 15).
And they laid the ark of the Lord upon the cart
The
(Being led by the spirit of the Lord).
kine took the straight way.
And the cart
came into the field of Joshua.
Where there
was a great stone: and they clave the wood of
21
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the cart, and offered the kine a burnt offering
unto the Lord, And the Levites took down the
Ark of the Lord, etc.
(The Spirit, controlling
the wheels as in the vision. Ezek. 1 :16)
11 Sam. 6:6. And when they came to the
threshing-floor of Nacon, Uzzah put forth his
tiand to the ark of God, and took hold of it; for
the oxen shook it. ( Wheels in the Spirit vision. )
I Kings 8:5-11. And the priests brought in
the ark of the covenant of the Lord unto his
place, into the oracle of the house, to the most
holy place even under the wings of the cherubim.
For the cherubim spread forth their two wings
over the place of the ark, and the cherubim cov
ered the ark. ( Wings in the vision. )
Isaiah 6 :2-6. Above it stood the seraphim:
each one had six wings; with twain he covered
his face, with twain he covered his feet, and with
twain he did fly. And one cried unto another,
and said. Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord of hosts;
the whole earth is full of his glory.
Ezek. 1 : 1-12. And every one had four faces,
and every one had four wings
and they
had the hands of a man under their wings on
their four sides; and they four had their faces
and their wings; thus their wings were joined
one to another; they turned not when
they went;
went
one
every
they
straight forward. As for
the likeness df their faces, they four had the face
of a man; and they four had the face of a lion on
the right side; and they four had the face of an
ox on the left side; they four also had the
face of
.

.

an

eagle.

.

.
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Num.

2:1-3, 10, 17, 18, 25. Describe the en
campment of all the tribes of Israel in their jour
ney through the wilderness, and the spiritual
conquest of the world following the Lamh Christ,
and become the New Jerusalem as explained in
the lessons above and the diagram and message
which follow.

The Diagram of God's appointed plan of Encampment of AU Is
8,580 of whom are priests and Levites conducting their religious ser
quest of the earth and as revealed in the New Jerusalem.

Ephr.
Mana.

Benj.

]
|
J

OX
"Standard"

-j

(Flag)

[

Service
[ Endurance
Sacrifice

Dan.
Asher

1

Naph.

J

MAN
"Standard"

("Wisdom
\ Intelligence

(Flag)

[Love

Christ the
"Pillar of Fire"
in the Ark
with Levi
"The Cloud of the Lord w^as upon
the tabernacle by day and fire
Ex. 40:38.
was on it by night."
"Whither the spirit was to go
they went." Ez. 1:12.
Reub.
Sime.
Gad.

The

[

1

EAGLE

}
J

"Standard"

(Flag)

Jud

Is

Zeb

[High Aspirations

]

Clear Vision

I Up-lifting Power

"Living Creature" Ensign, Flag Bearers, SPOKESMEN Speaks When
for all Israel.
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Text: Rev. 4:6-8. Avd before the throne,
it were a glassy sea like unto crystal; and in
the midst of the throne, and round about the

as

throne, four living

creatures full of eyes before
and behind. And the first creature was like a
lion, and the second creature like a calf (Ox),
and the third creature had a face as of a man,
and the fourth creature was like a flying eagle.

And the four living creatures, having each one
of them six wings, are full of eyes round about
and within: and they have no rest day and night
saying. Holy, holy, holy, is the Lord God, the Al
mighty, which was and which is, and which is to
come.

The choice of the likeness of the faces of, the
man, the lion, the eagle and the ox as the Stand
ards or Flag emblems to lead all God's people
through the earth to heaven, is abundantly jus
tified by the following scripture.
1. The faces of Moses the Law Giver and
Immanuel, the Man, Christ Jesus, must be al
ways seen as the standard for God's people to
follow.
2. "Judah is a Lion's Whelp.
The scep
ter shall not depart from Judah." Gen. 49 :8-10.
And "Behold, the lion that is of the Tribe of
Judah." Rev. 5:5.
3. I {the Lord) bear you {Hebrew Nation)
on eagles' wings, and brought you unto myself.
(Out of Egypt) Ex. 19 :3-6. She "Taketh them
and beareth them on her wings." Deut. 32 :12.
4. The oxen pulled the vehicle bearing "The
.

.

.
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Ark of the Covenant" before whose altar so
many of them were offered in sacrifice to repre
sent Christ being sacrificed on the cross which
he carried to Calvary "For the oxen shook it."
stood
2 Chron. 4:3, 4. "The molten sea
upon ("the similtude of") twelve oxen."
No other "likenesses" are adequate to ex
press the principles and powers which are re
vealed in Isaiah, Ezekiel and throughout the
book of Revelation by "The Four Living Crea
tures." When any one of them speaks, he
speaks for all the people of God, and when they
move, they are led by the Spirit of the Lord and
all the people follow. And when all the redeemed
hosts of heaven speak together with them in one
voice, it truly sounds like the voice of thunder;
and the attendant glory of God in Christ the
Lamb, shining "above the brightness of the Sun"
flashes like lightning, bringing great commotion
and noisy responses from everything in God's
universe. This occurs every time, when one of
God's judgments is rendered and being executed.
These four joined together round about the "Ark
of the Covenant," together with the cherubim,
with their "wings spread forth over the place of
the Ark, and the Cherubim covered the Ark."
Constitute the spiritual vision in the text.
During the recent disastrous world war we
could see in many places in America and Europe
the armies of the United States in uniform, and
in every camp an ensign holding aloft a great
flag with the stars and stripes. Everybody knew
�

.

.
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sight what it was all about, especially when
every marching soldier kept his eye on that flag,
and followed all its movements. It spoke vol
umes.
Its movements had been ordered by the
President of the United States, the Commander
at

in Chief of all her armies.
When that voice
gave orders "go over the top," the armies fol
lowed the flag over the top in obedience to his
majesty, the Commander in Chief of the armies,
the spokesman for the great republic. The sight
of that flag anywhere produces more or less of a
thrill. While I was in the far-off land of Egypt
and Palestine on its border and saw a vessel
coming into port with such a flag, floating over
it, I felt like I was under the protection of the
United States. But when we are reminded that
many of our men in that war, by following that
flag, and going over the top, met unspeakable
disaster, more than fifty thousand of them los
ing their lives in the process, it brings a subdued
feeling of sorrow to us; there must be something
to be dreaded about it.
A flag infinitely more mighty than the stars
and stripes is this flag presented in the diagram
above. Designed and appointed by God our
Creator, it is so described in the Bible that we
need not guess about it, or its full meaning. Take
it altogether it represents wisdom, intelligence,
love, courage, conquest, supremacy, clear vision,
high aspiration, uplifting power, service, endur
ance and sacrifice, all of which are embodied in
the man Christ Jesus our Redeemer.
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told in the eighth chapter of
Romans, ninth verse, "If any man have not the
Spirit of Christ he is none of his then if we are
to belong to Him and have partnership with
Him, and live with Him, in His likeness in the
Celestial City forever, we must strive to embody
all of these high principles within ourselves, be
cause they are in His Spirit, which we must have
to triumph in this world and gain heaven.
Wisdom is the first essential spiritual princi
ple even in children : because as soon as they ar
rive at the years of personal moral responsibility
they face the proposition "Choose ye this day
whom ye will serve." Christ is on one side
knocking at the door of the hearts of the children
saying, "choose me" and the devil, as the serpent
before Eve, is on the other, whispering, "choose
me." And they continue to face this proposition
from day to day as long as they remain in this
world. Every girl and boy must make the choice
of one or the other, and those choosing Jesus
Christ and following Him faithfully to the end
will have all things work together for their good
in this life, and will be led to heaven above.
Those who neglect to choose Jesus Christ, that
very act itself means choosing the devil and land
ing in a lake of fire with him.
As a lad fifteen years of age I saw clearly the
necessity of action on my part to make a choice;
my friends and playmates about me and even
myself lined up with them, were headed in the
wrong way. And under the preaching of the

And
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was con

vinced that I was then headed for hell as a sin
ner, and the spirit of wisdom said, choose Christ;
I sought Him until I found Him, and He sfave
me power to become a child of God.
I parted
company with the crowd that was going in the
other direction, the way of sin. I went into new
surroundings, the church service, the prayer ser
vice and the church fellowship. And it is sad to
me to relate to you that several of my dearest
friends ended their careers on earth without
hope of heaven before they were twenty-five
years of age ; two of them under the influence of
liquor, one, in accepting a dare, endeavored fool
ishly to swim a flooded stream, and the other
through a criminal act of robbing the mail. The
only difference I could find between them and
myself was that I made the choice of Jesus
Christ as my Lord, and they made the choice of
the devil and the world. That illustrates the
actions and results of all generations of boys
and girls. Those who make the wise choice early,
and continue to be faithful followers of Jesus
Christ to a life of blessed happiness, even "all
things work together for their good" while they
are in this world, and are led to the eternal city
in the world to come. And those who fail to
choose Jesus Christ, and follow His example, fill
the homes of sorrow, prisons and insane asylums
on the earth and land in hell.
We cannot escape
making the choice. It must be one or the other.
Having wisdom in Jesus Christ, through in-
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seek the knowledge of God, and
learn to know the truth in His eternal law and
gospel. As the apostle John tells us, "we know
that we have passed from death into life because
we love the brethren," the fellowship of the peo
ple of God, and because "our hearts condemn us
not" and "by the spirit which he has given us" :
the spirit of obedience to God instead of diso
bedience, which all Christians have. An educa
tion in the arts and sciences may be gained with
out this divine wisdom in Christ, but those who
receive it and leave the knowledge of Christ and
His salvation out will end this world in perdi
tion, making it worse for them than if they had
It is like an instance of a
never lived at all.
man
of
a
wealthy family, having gone
young
to the University and re
the
schools
through
ceived his diplomas, of the highest education pos
sible in America, and yet v^thout salvation. On
returning home with his Degrees the jubilee of
his graduation was on, but tuberculosis had been
making inroads into his lungs and he was spit
ting them out at the mouth. When the Doctor
came for counsel, the old colored man servant
that had nursed John when he was a baby heard
the private report which the Doctor gave to
John's mother, saying "he cannot live a year
longer." The old colored man, a devout Chris
tian, burst into loud crying and was sent out of
the room. The next morning going to John's
room to make a fire, and finding him apparently
asleep, old Uncle Ned got to praying, and prayed

telligence,

we
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aloud, and John, the young lawyer, opening his
eyes, said, "Ned, what do you mean?" The con
versation developed and the lawyer said, "Ned,
see those diplomas?
I would rather be like you
and not be afraid of death and ready to go to
heaven than to be as I am with all those diplo
mas." That illustrates the history of thousands
and tens of thousands of people who seek the
secular education and fail to find that which is
a million times more important.
With wisdom and intelligence. "The love of
God is shed abroad in our hearts
by the Holy
Ghost which is given unto us," and that enables
us to love things as God loves them, and hate sin
That is the way of salvation.
as Gk>d hates it.
There is no other way.
The second flag bearing the likeness of "the
Lion of the tribe of Judah," Jesus Christ Him
self, is the emblem of courage. Receiving Jesus
Christ into the soul gives courage to human be
ings to follow Him : and it takes courage to live a
Christian life. It takes courage to say no to all
the temptations of the devil, and always say yes
to the call of the Spirit of God. That is our only
safety, for the temptations that come to all of
us are very enticing.
Very much like a story of
a young lady who had no material wealth, except
the great wealth of a beautiful Christian char
acter and beautiful appearance in body. She
made a scant living as a saleslady m a store. A
very wealthy young man sought and obtained
her company. They became very much interest-
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ed in each other and agreed on the terms which
they stated. Hers was, that if you go with me
you will never miss the services of my church,
for I am going whether I have company or not,
and he said you are to go with me to my social
functions. Her answer was, "I will as long as
they are in harmony with my church." Several
months had passed, the engagement was made
public, and her hands were decorated with costly
rings, and his inheritance in money was known
to be magnificent. The wedding day had been
set, and on one dark, inclement night John, with
some wild friends in his limousine, motored to
Mary's house to take her out for a drive with his
plans already made. Near midnight he stopped
his car in front of a "Dine and Dance" liquor
place, saying for all to get out. Mary looked out
and said, "No!" John responded, "Yes you are,
I am determined you shall go my way once, and
we are going to have a big time; it must be set
tled." Mary seemed to be wringing her hands,
but she was stripping them of rings and, step
ping out of the car into the rain, extended her
hand to John and said, "Yes, it is settled forever,
my soul is worth more than all your rings and
money," and boarded the street car for home.
In due time she was married to a staunch Chris
tian man and they were living happily in a home
of sufficient elegance, while a neighbor girl was
suffering as the wife of a wicked, drunken rich
It was Christian courage
man in a mansion.
Similar
conditions have conthat saved Mary.
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fronted young people in all ages.
The spirit of conquest is the spirit of Jesus
Christ. "He came to seek and to save that which
was lost."
He would save all the people of all
the earth of all ages. His spirit comes into all
those who receive Him and leads them to make
earnest efforts to save their loved ones and all
About thirty years ago, the
others possible.
pastor of one of the Parkland churches told me
of a woman in that vicinity who had married a
prosperous young merchant of wealth. He had
made her life unhappy, only because she deter
mined to go to church over his protests and hin
drances. Being a devout Christian she never
gave up praying for her husband. There was a
six-weeks' revival in progress in her church. She,
with several other persons with like heart bur
dens, remained one night after the congregation
had been dismissed, kneeling at the altar pray
ing for their lost husbands, wives and children
till after midnight. About one o'clock her hus
band, who had not been in a church for years,
He knelt by
came rushing in, weeping bitterly.
his wife, praying, "Lord be merciful to me a sin
ner." In a httle while he rose up, saying, "It's
settled, I am a new man, I will be by your side
now as a Christian in worship and service."
Wasn't it wonderful for that Chistian wife? She
was well rewarded for her many years of patient
praying for her husband.
Jesus makes it plain : he that loves father,
mother, brother, sister, husband, wife or any-
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thing e^se more than Him is not worthy of Him.
Brother, we must have Christ in our hearts as
Supreme Ruler or miss heaven.
The third standard bears the likeness of the
flying eagle, the emblem of divine clear vision,
high aspirations and uplifting power. The peo
ple who have not the Spirit of Christ within
seem to see no further than common animals,
looking for something to eat, looking for a
night's shelter, and being ruled by the passions
of animal bodies. They fight each other and live
selfishly, being ruled by the lower animal nature
and the spirit of the devil. With spiritual vision
like the eagle we look beyond physical nature
and see the Glory of God. Christ is the eagle
spirit that comes into our souls and gives us
clear vision. With Him we are able to see the
awful dangers of sin and to defeat the old ser
pent and sin when they come to destroy us. In
our true Christian homes we are like the eagle
looking into her nest in the top of the highest
mountain peak, where she is raising her young,
out of reach of the serpents, beasts and eagle
hunters, because they are in the cleft of the rock,
and the rocks surround and hide them. Even so
the true Christian parents will rear their fami
lies in highly moral and religious homes and so

ciety.
We get a clear vision of right and wrong
when we receive Jesus Christ into our hearts,
and that gives us high aspirations. We are not
satisfied with the common things that animals
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satisfied with, nor the ways of the sinful
world. We look to higher things. Our hearts
are filled with God's love and set on things above
the low, beggarly elements of the world. About
fifty years ago in central Kentucky, there was a
wealthy, highly educated young statesman with
a national reputation and a bright prospect of
being elected President of the United States.
Not being a Christian, he had set his love on
worldly society with its dram drinking. King
Alcohol brought him to disgrace, as he was pick
ed up out of the mud by the roadside in a drunk
en stupor and put to bed in his palatial home to
sleep it off. The servant going into the room the
next morning found an empty bottle labeled
"poison" and a corpse in the bed. Why? As a
boy he confronted the proposition "Choose ye
this day whom ye will serve" and he made the
wrong choice. What kind of a choice will you
make? Thus millions of people, with better and
surer opportunities accept Christ and follow
Him through earth and be crowned with Him in
heaven, an honor infinitely greater than being
President of the United States, miss it all by
blindly choosing to be the servants of Satan and
sin in the follies of earth.
The Spirit of Christ, clear vision, and high
and holy aspirations within the human soul, im
part to man the grace of uplifting power. When
Christ came into the heart of Paul he was com
missioned as the apostle to the Gentiles and giv
en power "to open their eyes, that they may turn
are
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from darkness to light, and from the power of
Satan unto God, that they may receive remission
of sins, and an inheritance among them that are
sanctified by faith in me." Acts 26 : 18. A simi
lar commission with uplifting and soul-saving
power, in some measure, comes into the soul of
everyone who receives Christ as Savior and
Lord.
The lowly ox was the common servant and
burden bearer of the people. He pulled their
plows in planting and cultivating their crops of
vegetation. And he trampled out their grain for
bread. From the fruit of his body milk and but
ter came. He submitted even to be butchered to
give his flesh as food for man. He served all these
purposes to enable men to live in the flesh. He
pulled the cart bearing the ark (their church al
tar) from place to place that men might worship
the Living God and be saved from their sins. He
was used in the Supreme sacrifice to be offered
up in death as an offering upon God's Altar, as a
sacrament, pointing his sinful masters and slay
ers to the bleeding Savior on Calvary's Cross, as
"the Lamb of God that taketh away the sin of
the world," that they might be saved from sin
and hell. How befitting then, that God chose
the likeness of the Ox, a most expressive emblem
of service and sacrifice, as the most prominent
appearance on the flag borne by the Ensign
spokesman of Ephraim, the leader of his group
of tribes ; in their service to God, in co-operation
with all Israel, in the conquest of the earth for
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the salvation of all men. Thus to be held aloft
before the eyes of all people, representing Christ,
the giver and preserver of life, the provider of
food, raiment and every necessary gift for soul,
mind and body. Also the ever present Savior
and Servant of all mankind pleading with them
to receive Him and walk with Him : even smiting
death's dark waves before them and leading
them into our "Father's house" in heaven. And
in order to fulfill His promises which had been
expressed by the shed blood of lambs, goats and
bulls, after being the meek and lowly Son and
Servant of man, as Feeder, Healer and Savior
throughout His ministry in the flesh. He offered
Himself up freely, to shed His blood on Calvary's
Cross "tasting death for every man," that all
men through i&im might live with Him eternally
in heaven. "I beseech you, therefore, brethren,
by the mercies of God, that ye present your bod
ies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable unto God,
which is your reasonable service." The Ox flag
calls to all men to follow Christ in His meek and
lowly way to the glorious heaven, as He says, "I
am the way, the truth and the life: no man com
eth unto the Father but by me."
Sacrificial service may be illustrated by the
following story. A young man in the late teens
was out on a large pond of ice skating far from
the shore, and in a moment, without warning, he
was sinking through the broken ice and hopeless
ly struggling to escape death. A strong man on

the shore

plunged in, endangering his

own

life
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to save that of the young man, and reached the
victim. Almost freezing himself, he took the
helpless young man ashore and they rejoiced to
gether. In a few days the rescuer had developed
various forms of rheumatism which made his
limbs crooked and helpless for life. The young
man went to see him, and he said he would have
to get somebody to take him to the Judge and ask
for admission to the county poor house as he had
no means of support.
The young man, being a
Christian, said, "No you won't. I'm on earth be
cause you saved my life ; I will be glad to serve
you, and my home will be your home. I have no
money to pay for it anywhere else, but I will

myself, as long as we both live." They
had a long happy life together. What a glorious
privilege is offered to every one of us that Christ
serve

you

will live with us through all time even in our
earthly homes and that we may have mutual fel
lowship and joy together throughout our stay on
earth, and a greater glory with Him in our Fath
er's house of many mansions. Let every one of
us sing, "Jesus paid it all, all to Him I owe."

SERMON NUMBER IV
GOD'S SEVEN-SEALED BOOK

References. Gen. 9:11-16, 1 will
establish my Covenmnt with you;
I do set
my bow in the Cloud, and it shall be for a token
of the Covenant between me and the earth.
Ezek. 1 :28. As the appearance of the bow
that is in the cloud in the day of rain,
This
was the appearance of the likeness of the glory
of the Lord,
Ex. 38:8. And he (Moses) Tnade the laver
(sea) of brass and the foot of it of brass, of the
looking glasses of the (serving-worshipping)
women assembling, which assembled at (or out
side) the door of the tabernacle of the congrega
tion; (the water contained therein to be used by
the people in washing themselves in preparation

Scripture

...

.

.

.

for worship).
II Chron. 4:1-10. He (Solomon) made a
molten sea of ten cubits (about 16 feet) from
brim to brim round in compass, cmd five subits
H.
(about 8 feet) the heighth thereof
and held 3,000
stood upon twelve oxen
baths (about 27,000 gallons)
He made
also ten lavers, to wash in them; such things as
But the
they offered for burnt offerings
in.
to
wash
was
the
Sea
for
priests
Ex. 32:31-33. Moses said
Oh this
people have sinned a great sin, and have made
themselves gods of gold. Yet now if thou wilt
...

.

.

.

...

.

.

.
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forgive their sin; and if not, blot me out of thy
book (the book of life) which thou hast written.
And the Lord said unto Moses, Whosoever hath
sinned against me, him will I blot out of my
book.
Ex. 19:14-16. And Moses went down from
the mount u/nto the people, and sanctified the

people; {sprinkled water of purification upon
them) and they washed their clothes. And it
came to pass on the third day, in the morning
that there were thunders and lightnings, and a
thick cloud upon the mount, and the voice of the
trumpet exceeding loud; so that all the people
that were in the camp trembled.
Text: Rev. 4:1-6 and Rev. 5 :1-14. (Please
read the Texts in the Revised Version Bible).
"Behold, a throne was set in the heaven, and one
sat on the throne,
and I saw in the right
hand of him that sat on the throne a book writ
ten within and on the back, close sealed with
seven seals.
The Scripture lessons cited above furnish
ample, plain Bible words to make these texts in
Revelation easily understood. Every mysterious
looking spectacle here has its antecedent in the
Old Testament Scriptures where it is plainly un
derstood. Hence we must conclude that they
have a like meaning wherever they are seen in
the Book of Revelation, and are no more myste
rious.
I. The Lord appears here on His Throne in
Heaven, conducting the activities of His people
.

.

.
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very much like He did when He abode
in the ark of the covenant and spoke by the

on

earth,

mouth of His priests while surrounded by His
Church militant, as He is here seen in Revelation
surrounded by His Church triumphant.
1. His appearance is like the brilliant spark
ling Jasper or Diamond and Sardine (red) stone
stained with blood, the price of man's redemp
tion "The Rock of Ages." Christ the one Foun
dation.
2. The rainbow round about his throne the
token of His ever living Covenant, like the ever
green emerald: fulfilled to the jot and tittle in
His Word and in the person of Christ the Re
deemer. Every person truly saved and enrolled
in Christ's Church enters into the covenant with
God, but oh, how shamefully distressing it is
that so many of them treat it as a scrap of paper
forgetting their sacred vows to God, remaining
away from their church altars of worship, yield
ing to temptations and being led to destruction
by the world, the flesh and the devil.
3. "And round about the Throne were four
and twenty thrones : and upon the thrones I saw
four and twenty elders sitting, arrayed in white
garments; and on their heads crowns of gold."
This reveals plainly the twelve patriarchs and
the twelve apostles of the Lamb, and with them
all His people surrounding them.
II. "And out of the Throne proceed light
nings and voices and thunders." God is speak
ing to His people here in the identical way He
�

�
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spoke to them upon the mount in Moses' day. As
lightning carried God's speech then, even so elec
tricity carries our messages to all the world to
day on the radio.
1. "And before the Throne, as it were a
glassy (looking glasses) sea" the same as that
made by Moses "at the door of the Tabernacle"
and also the larger sea in Solomon's Temple;
about eight feet high, sixteen feet wide "from
brim to brim" containing about 27,000 gallons
of water used by God's priests to wash their
bodies clean in preparation for service in the
sanctuary, even the most holy place, while the
Spirit of God purified their souls, making them
"holy men (who) spake from God being moved
by the Holy Ghost."
2.
Since the veil of the temple was "rent
from top to bottom," while Jesus was on the
cross ; all people may enter into the Holy of Ho
lies through the "Fountain filled with blood
drawn from Immanuel's veins," thus being
cleansed by His blood, and filled with His Spirit,
they may speak as they are moved by the Holy
Ghost, being made "kings and priests unto God."
3. The Mirror surrounding the base served
the very important purpose of enabling each
�

himself to make sure that he is
made perfectly clean and ready for acceptable
service unto God. Even so we have God's Word
into which we may look as a mirror by the help
of the Holy Spirit, and see self as God sees us in
being cleansed from all sin and filled with the
person to

see
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for the Master's
use."
III. The Bible, "the Lamb's Book of Life"
and the "Book of Remembrance" constitute
God's set of books written and kept for man.
Following His pattern. His churches of today
have the Bible, Membership roll book and the
books of record for all their activities and accom
plishments which Christ audits as they are re
corded. "As in Adam all die, even so in Christ
shall all be made alive;" hence every babe bom
in Adam's race is included in "the Lamb's book
of Life" (bought with a price) and remains a
child of God, for "of such is the Kingdom of
Heaven," until it grows to years of personal
moral responsibility and willfully admits sin or
Satan to rule within, instead of Christ, then it
is blotted out; as "The Lord said unto Moses,
Whosoever hath sinned against me, him will I
blot out of my book." At the Judgment day
"Thy people shall be delivered, every one that
shall be found written in the book" (Dan. 12 :1)
includes all infants having died in their innocency and all who had been "blotted out" of the
book of life because of their willful sins, and la
ter, through repentance, faith and acceptance
of Christ as Savior and Lord, being "born of the
Spirit" into God's family. Thus being converted
and becoming as innocent children again, their
names are written in the book of life a second
time. And on the further condition stated in
Rev. 2:10, "Be thou faithful unto death, and I
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of life." In Rev. 3 :5,
warns the church members at Sardis of the
danger of their names being blotted out "of the
book of life" unless they are overcomers.
1. The book in the right hand of God on His
throne is none other than His "book of remem
brance" (Mai. 3:16) in which is being recorded
every thought, motive, desire, word, act and deed
of all people in their dealings with each other
and with God on all the earth, and in all the ages
of the world. As we read in Dan. 5:5, "In the
same hour came forth fingers of a man's hand,
and wrote over against the candlestick upon the
plaster of the wall of the king's palace : and the
king saw the part of the hand that wrote," we
learn that God is no respecter of persons, hence
these Scriptures evidently justify the conclusion
that He is making such records for all people.
The Bible, "book of remembrance" and "the
Lamb's book of life," are logically the books
which will be "opened" at the final judgment. If
the Bible is a real book the other two are equally
so.
God calls them all by the same name and He
is no deceiver.
"For none of us liveth to himself, and no man
dieth unto himself. For whether we live, we live
unto the Lord : and whether we die, we die unto
the Lord : whether we live therefore, or die, we
are the Lord's."
Romans 14:7, 8. As the Victrola recorder and the radio electrical recorder
make permanent records of some messages,

will
God

give thee the

songs, etc.,

even so

crown

God, in

an

infinitely

morft
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wonderful way makes a full, perfect and com
plete record for all his intelligent creatures of
earth of all ages. Every one is dealing with
God, either for or against Him, in every moment
of time. "And the Lord said unto Moses, Who
soever hath sinned against me, him will I blot
out of my book" (of life).
"The dead (small
and great) were judged out of the things which
were written in the books, according to their
works." Rev. 20:12.
2. "Written on the back side"
all the rec
ords previously made of the people of earth prior
to this vision. Past history of every individual
person, devil and angel. No one in heaven or on
earth was found able to look thereon, not having
mind enough to see it or comprehend it. No
finite being could do so. None less than the in
finite Lamb with Eyes of Omnipresent, Eternal
and Omnipotent vision can see so much. And the
horrors of the vision would be unbearable to
mortal man.
Let each one of us contemplate it. If every
thought, motive, desire, word, act and deed of all
our past years were written or pictured on a
great canvas so that all the eyes of Heaven, earth
and hell could see them at once, how many of us
could stand to look upon it? How many of us
would faint or fall as one dead : Or cry for the
mountains to fall on us and hide us? Only those
whose sins are pardoned and whose souls are
cleansed from all sin by the blood of the Lamb
will escape the awful exposure at the judgment.
�
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The Lamb-Christ only was found able to
open the book day by day or page by page for
recording the future "things which must shortly
come to pass," including all the thoughts, mo
tives, desires, words and acts of all men, even
the recording of all the history of men in fami
lies, religions true and false, and governments
until Christ shall return to judge the earth;
which event the Apostles urge that we may ex
pect at any time. It may be near at hand now.
Can we say, "Even so. Come Lord Jesus?" The
Lord, very mercifully, withholds from us the de
tailed account or vision of the future events be
cause we could not bear to look thereon.
To be
hold in one vision ourselves, families and friends
passing through future inevitable troubles, sor
rows, afflictions, dying and lying cold in death
would be unbearable to mortal man. "Sufficient
unto the day is the evil thereof."
3.

SERMON NUMBER V
THE LAMB OF

HAVING SEVEN HORNS AND

GOD,

SEVEN EYES WHICH ARE THE SEVEN
SPIRITS OF GOD

References. Deut. 33:16-18. His
And
horns are like the horns of unicorns
and
they
they are the ten thousands of Ephraim,
are the thousands of Manasseh.
Ps. 75:4-10. / said unto the fools, deal n/)t
foolishly: and to the wicked. Lift not up your
horn:
All the horns of the wicked will I
cut off; hut the horns of the righteous shall he
exalted. (Powers of the wicked, etc.)
Zech. 1:18-21. And behold four horns, etc.

Scripture
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The ten horns which thou

Rev. 17 :12.
are

.

.

(Four powers).
est

.

ten

saw-

kings.

hath raised up a
Luke 1:67-69. God
horn (power) of salvation. Christ.
The spirit of
Isa. 11:1-5. Branch Christ
wisdom
the Lord shall rest upon him
....
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�
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counsel,
understanding,
and
righteousness
knowledge,
seven spirits of God.
.

.

.

.

.

....

might,
eternal judgment

....

.

.

.

�

Text: Rev. 5:6. I saw in the midst of the
throne and of the four living creatures, and in
the midst of the elders, a Lamb standing, as
though it had been slain, having seven horns and
seven eyes, which are the seven spirits of God,
sent forth into all the earth.
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The vision presents God on His throne, hold
ing a sealed book in His hand. A strong angel
asked, "Who is worthy to open the book?" And
this book is identified as God's "Book of Remem
brance," which is to contain the records of all
the thoughts, words and acts of all people, in
their dealings with each other and with God in
all ages of the world.
Then opening this book meant the continuing
of time, as if turning a new leaf every day in a
book great enough for all the activities of the
earth for the twenty-four hours to be recorded
on it ; and repeat the turning of a new leaf every
day in the same way for all the people to record
all their motives, thoughts, words and actions of
every day thereon till the end of time, when this
and the other books are to be opened before the
Judgment seat of Christ.
And no one in God's universe was found
worthy and able to open that book, but the Al
having seven horns, and
mighty "Lamb
seven eyes, which are the seven Spirits of God."
This cannot possibly be any one but the all-pow
erful "Lamb of God which taketh away the sin
of the world" whom John introduced to the
world of men on the banks of the Jordan.
The Scripture lessons which we have read ex
plain very clearly that the word "horn" is used
in many places in the Bible to mean a unit of
power. The first brief lesson read tells us that
the two horns of Joseph were the two armies
led by his two sons. Psalm 75:10. "All the
....
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horns of the wicked will I cut off (destroy all
wicked powers) but the horns (powers) of the
righteous shall be exalted." And in Luke 1 :69,
"God
hath raised up a HORN (power) of
salvation for us in the house of his servant Da
vid," Christ is called a Horn. Nothing can
be made plainer than that these seven horns
mean the seven Powers of the Lamb, Christ.
And the text says that these seven powers and
the seven eyes (organs of vision) are "the Seven
Spirits of God" and the seven Spirits are ex
plained in Isaiah 11 :l-5. The "Branch" Christ,
descendant from Jesse and his son David "The
Spirit of the Lord shall rest upon Him, the Spir
it of Wisdom, and the Spirit of Understanding,
and the Spirit of Counsel, etc.," constitute the
Seven Spirits which are all the powers of God
and the Lamb possesses them all. For "all things
were made by him; and without him was not
anything made that was made."
Omnipotence. Eyes of Omnipotence, means
Eyes of One who has "all power in heaven and in
earth" as He declared He had when He commis
sioned His followers to go "into all the world
and disciple all nations." He saw all the future
from the beginning. By His almighty eyes He
looked all through His infinite universe and saw
the spot where He wanted to hang the sun : and
with His almighty voice He said, "Let there be
light" and the sun sprang into existence. And
again He said, "Let there be a firmament" and
the canopy of the heavens sprang into place; and
.

.

.

�

�

�

�

�

50

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

behold the heavens bedecked with myriads of
stars : and His created angels called "the Morn
ing Stars break forth into singing" and all "the
And their voices
sons of God shout for Joy."
reverberated in angelic notes till David joined
them in the song saying, "The heavens declare
the glory of God. The firmament showeth his

we

handiwork, etc.," Ps. 19.
Omnipresence. The Lamb Christ's second
power and eve of Vision-Spirit of God is His
presence with vision everywhere. A finite, mor
tal man, by means of amplifiers, with his person
ality, power of thought and natural vision, may
fill a great auditorium seating a hundred thou
sand people with his presence, see them, and
�

�

manifest himself to them all. Even so this In
finite Lamb-Christ, possessing all the attributes
of God, with His infinite vision and presence,
fills the unlimited auditorium of His universe.
His eyes look into every man's heart and secrets,
"And every eye (of people and angels) shall see
him" in the effulgence of His glory. Those who
"awake (from the grave) in His likeness" shall
be ever with Him to absorb and reflect His glory,
and "Shine as the stars forever and ever," while
others, the rest of mankind, bearing their own
sins which they refused to surrender to Christ,
will be raised up from the grave in "shame and
everlasting contempt," as the result of their own
choice.
The Christ-Lamb
Present At Creation.
"was in the beginning with God" and "was God"
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creating everything that was created. He was
sought and worshiped by Abel (in the sacrificial
lamb) at the gate of the garden of Eden. He
was present, in appearance as a pillar of fire,
with the Hebrew nation, and always visible to
them throughout their forty years' journey from
Egypt to Canaan. After manifesting himself
in the "Man of Galilee" and on the eve of taking
His physical departure from the earth He reas
sured His followers saying, "Lo, I am with you
always, even unto the end of the world." And
His presence will be supreme at the final Judg
ment. His Omnipresence is unlimited by either
time or space.
Omniscience. His all-seeing eye joined with
His "Spirit of Infinite Knowledge" constitute
His Omniscience knowing everything all the
time from the beginning to the end. The latest
X-ray inventions enable man to look into every
part of man's body and see the disease or health
of every organ or part. And by chemical and
other methods of research they have been able to
discover God's provided remedies, both medical
and surgical, for many of man's physical ail
ments, and how to use them. What a great boon
and blessing to mortal man. A very eminent
and successful and devout Christian physician
said very truly to me, "I do the cutting and dish
out the medicine, but the Lord does all the heal
ing." He knows all the needs of every soul and
has power to heal leprosy of sin, which is worse
�

than

physical leprosy.
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Lamb-Christ, having infinite vision and
knowledge, sees and knows all the secret mo
tives, thoughts, words, acts and dispositions of
all men at all times : all their good qualities and
This

their bad ones. Men often misunderstand us,
but Christ never does. Christ also knows all the
remedies for all the ailments of man's soul, mind
and body. He does not keep them secret from
us.
The salvation and cure of the soul from
sin is the one thing of supreme importance. Get
that, and the cure of mind and body will follow
in God's way in due time. Our Creator Christ
would not be good to us if He did not tell us that
our sins would sink us with Satan into hell, the
lake of fire prepared for Satan and his angels.
He commissioned all His spokesmen to contin
ually cry out to all people on earth living in sin
saying, "Except ye repent ye shall all likewise
perish," and "whosoever shall call upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved," and "I am the
way, the truth, and the life ; no man cometh unto
the Father but by me."
An eminent evangelist told me that he had
learned in the theological school how to frame
grammatical sentences and build them into

beautiful, pleasing, logical. Scriptural sermons;
and soon became pastor of a cultured, wealthy
church. Frequently, a certain worldly wealtiiy
young man, member of his church, at the
close of a service would leave a ten-dollar bill in
his hand,saying, "Just a little compliment to that
beautiful sermon." "At midnight one night," he
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"I was awakened and called to the bedside
of that warm friend of mine to find that he had
been stricken very suddenly and was really near
death. And while I was trying to pray for him,
he looked into my face and said, 'It is too late
now. Brother
-, why didn't you tell me long
ago that my sins were taking me to hell?' After
he breathed his last breath, I wept and prayed
for myself the balance of the night, and from
that horrible night till now I have been preach
ing to all the unsaved in the church and out, at
every opportunity 'Repent ye, for the kingdom
of heaven is at hand,' and 'Except ye repent, ye
"
shall all likewise perish.'
Wisdom. The Lamb-Christ is the embodi
ment of Wisdom, and perfect vision. This is
manifested in all His acts known to man. The
heavens and earth, which He created, proclaim
His wisdom: as the Psalmist expresses it "The
heavens declare the glory of God ; and the firm

said,

ament showeth his handiwork."

His wisdom is revealed in creating both the
angels and man, such wonderful beings with free
moral agency and with absolute personal re
sponsibility for their choice between good and
evil. Also providing in Christ Jesus, the Holy
Savior, the power to transform "As many as
(choose to) receive him" into the holy children
of God, and further to prepare the "holy City"
for their eternal home with Himself. As for the
unfortunate balance of mankind He provided as
well for their salvation as He did for those who
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saved, and they will forever know that they
had been permitted to choose for themselves with
the unchangeable law before them, "Whatsoever
are

soweth that shall he also reap
and that
their
own
the
harvest
of
they
only reaping
foolish choice and sinful seed sowing. And all
the hosts of heaven will forever be proclaiming
the Wisdom, Justice, Mercy and Goodness of God
and of the Lamb.
Love. "God is Love," and God is in Christ
looking through eyes of Love, hence every act of
Christ is motivated by Love. "For God so loved
the world that he gave his only Begotten Son
that whosoever believeth in him should not per
ish but have everlasting life." "Christ also loved
the church and gave himself for it." "We love
him because he first loved us," and "shed abroad
the love of God in our hearts, by the Holy Ghost
which is given unto us." This is truly the king
dom of God in Christ Jesus enthroned within the
soul of man, even "the kingdom of righteous
ness, peace and joy in the Holy Ghost."
Immutability. The Lamb-Christ is un
changeable. "I am the Lord, I change not."
"Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today,
yea and forever" The same Savior with the
same conditions of salvation, namely, forsaking
the devil and all his works and returning to the
Lord God in Christ Jesus in penitence and obe
dience, "for he will abundantly pardon." Also
"the law of the Lord is perfect, converting the
soul." He who tries to climb "up some other
a man

are
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is a thief and a robber," and he
shall never have life eternal. Outward forms
and ceremonies, indeed, did change somewhat
from the Mosaic dispensation into the Christian
dispensation. But in both dispensations every
sinner, in order to be saved "must be bom
again" in soul and be "made" a new creature in
Christ Jesus. The present-day outcry for a new
Gospel and new methods to meet present-day
conditions needs to be considered very cautiously
and prayerfully, lest it prove to be a snare of
the devil and we fall into it, and allow the world,
the flesh and the devil to convert the church to
their ways of sin, leading us to be "conformed
to this world" instead of the church leading sin
ners to be "transformed by the renewing of their
minds" in Christ J esus. The devil, the arch de
ceiver, is constantly changing his devices and
making them appear more and more innocent,
that he may deceive the very elect. And I fear
he is succeeding distressingly rapidly.
The
"tares" and the "wheat" have always been al
lowed to grow in the same church field together,
but the pastor, the under shepherd, should be
able to "know them by their fruits." Today the
trend seems to be for the church and the world
to be so mixed up, bearing the same kind of fruit,
that in many instances it is very difficult to find
any distinction at all. The devil would have
them to be so mixed, if possible, as to look like
scrambled eggs. The eternal Christ the Lamb,
having all the seven attributes, powers and eyes
same

�
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is "The Mighty God, The Everlasting
Prince of Peace." Isaiah 9:6. Then
The
Father,
being saved children of God, "Heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ," puts us into partner
ship with God in glorious eternal riches. All
material riches of the earth, in gold, education,
honors in rulership or anything else lasts a short
time only. Earthly kings and kingdoms pass
We ask what is it all
laway in a few years.
worth?
Family circles soon break up. Our
Father's house in heaven only is Eternal.
Let all the heavens and the earth behold
Christ, the Lamb of God embodying within
Himself, Omnipotence, Omnipresence, Omnis
cience, Wisdom, Love, Immutability and Eter
nal existence, opening his seven-sealed "Book of
Remembrance;" in which every intelligent free
moral agent of the earth in all ages will have
made the records of his dealings with everything
in God's creation. This book will be opened and
spread before the eyes of God, the angels and
all people from the earth at the final judgment,
where every man shall behold his own. record
and see the justice of his own rewards as meted
out to him there according to his own works, by
the God of Love.
of

God,

SERMON NUMBER VI
THE RIDERS ON THE

WHITE, RED, BLACK

AND PALE HORSES

Text: Rev. 6:1-8. And I saw when the
Lamb opened one of the seven seals, and I heard
one of the four living creatures saying as with
a voice of thunder, Come.
And I saw, and hehold, a white horse, and he that sat thereon had
a rainbow; and there was given unto him a
crown: and he came forth conquering, and to
conquer. And when he opened the second seal, I
heard the second living creature saying. Come.
And another horse came forth, a red horse, and
to him that sat thereon it was given to take peace
from the earth, and that they should slay one an
other: and there was given unto him a great
sword. And when he opened the third seal, 1
heard the third living creature saying. Come.
And I saw and behold, a black horse; and he that
sat thereon had a balance in his hand. And I
heard as it were, a voice in the midst of the four
living creatures saying, A measure of wheat for
a penny, and three measures of barley for a pen
ny; arid the oil and the wine hurt thou not. And
when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the
voice of the fourth living creature saying. Come.
And I saw, and behold, a pale horse: and he that
sat upon him, his name was Death; and Hades
followed with him. And there was given unto
them authority over the fourth part of the earth,
to kill with swords, and with famine, and with
57
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and by the wild beasts of the earth.
This sealed book, when completed, will con
tain the full and complete records of the uni
versal history of every individual human being
in all ages, just as God Himself observes it and
has it recorded as it is being transacted in every
minute detail, moment by moment ; indeed every
thought, word, action and deed of every creature
dealing with anything in creation as referred to
by these chapters in Revelation. This book is
divided into seven distinct parts, not epochs of
time, but seven different subjects, or kinds of
history, or parts of history, all of which are run
ning parallel from the beginning of the world to
the end of it. Each seal opening introduces the
subject being recorded therein.
The opening of the first seal reveals the rec
ords constituting the religion of the Lord Jesus
Christ in conflict and contrast with all false re
ligions of the world. Hence it covers the subject
of the religion of every human being on earth,
true and false.
The second seal opening reveals the records
of the wars, both of the individual combats and
of the nations of the earth.
The third seal opening reveals the records of
all commerce in all its dealings.
The fourth seal opening reveals the records
of the death of all people, together with the

death,

causes.

The fifth seal opening reveals the records of
all the martyrs, and their influence in the world.
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The sixth seal opening reveals the disembod
ied spirits in Hades. It is in two parts. The
first part is that of the falling of the angels,
called stars in Rev. 12 :4, that fell from heaven
following Satan; and the confusion of the lost
souls of men and their cries while dying and be
ing ushered into the spirit world as eternally lost
souls, and while they are suffering therein like
the rich man when he said, "I am tormented in
this flame." The second part of it is that beau
tiful scene of all the saved ones abiding in the
Paradise of God.
The seventh seal opening brings before us all
the judgments of God in the earth from its be
ginning to the final judgment while seated upon
the white throne. Rev. 20:11-13.
In this discourse we will consider only four
of these seals. When Christ the Lamb opens the
first seal, God's appointed spokesman for all of
His people calls out to them "COME." Let us all
follow our Savior in His conquest to save all
men.
There appeared a white horse, and He
that sat on him had a rainbow, emblem of God's
covenant, and on His head was a crown, as evi
dence that He is the King going forth on His
mission, "conquering, and to conquer." Any in
telligent Bible student will not doubt that this is
Jesus Christ for "The Son of man has come to
seek and to save that which was lost," as He
Himself declared.
And we see His mission
further revealed in Rev. 19:11 and 16. He is
here going forth, riding on the white horse, with
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all the redeemed ones of heaven following Him
on white horses, and all are commissioned and
on their way to save the people that will be on
the earth during the millennium. ( See Sermon
No. 18).
Religion is a part of the history of every hu
man being who ever passes through this world.
Jesus said of all babes when bom "of such is the
kingdom of heaven." Every soul bom into this
world has a natural craving for God and a life
in the future world. The devil's business is to
give all of them a false worship to satisfy that
craving. It is God's business in Christ Jesus to
knock at the heart's door of every sinner ; to
bring him to accept his Savior and thereby be
made a child of God. There may be many people
in the world who try to shun religion and delib
erately stay away from church to keep from
hearing about it. It torments them : they don't
like it because it declares plainly that every hu
man being on earth is either a child of God or a
child of the devil, and many people do not want
to face the issue. They shun it ; but they cannot
shun it always. Personally, I have come in con
tact with many who had thus continued in sin
until the hardened years, past fifty, but, in spite
of these years of stubbom rebellion against God,
when they are brought to look etemity in the
face, the soul cries out, "I don't want to die, I
want Christ."
They may have sworn a thou
sand times that they would never pray, but they
do pray. The Bible gives us a record of one such
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instance in the rich man and Lazarus. So far as
we know the rich man had never prayed until
"in hell he lifted up his eyes, being in torment,
And he cried and said. Father Abraham,
have mercy on me and send Lazarus, that he
may dip the tip of his finger in water and cool
my tongue; for I am tormented in this flame."
Any soul who neglects salvation from sin from
day to day, as urged upon him by Christ his Sa
vior, until unexpectedly he falls into the hell of
torment by the side of the rich man, commits the
unpardonable sin against himself, and he will
forever know that no one else is to blame for his
.

.

.

eternal torment.
Jesus our Creator, the preserver of life,
whose mercy holds sinners out of hell every day
of life, even though they foolishly trample the
word of God under their feet; even He so loved
them that He paid their fine, even the penalty
of death, for every one of them. He pleads with
every boy and girl, saying, "Seek ye first the
kingdom of God and his righteousness;" settle
the religion question first, "for ye know not the
day when your Lord cometh," adding His prom
ise that "all these things (every necessity ot
life) shall be added unto you." He is the Crea
tor and Giver of every good thing and we know
they all belong to Him. Now, my dear friends,
this part of my message has gone into "God's
book of remembrance" and your answers are
recorded there also. If you have said, "Well,
Jesus tells us to seek it, but I won't do it today,"
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these are the most deadly words the devil could
have you say; just reject Christ from day to day
is all he wants any sinner to do. We are dealing
with God, and the worst thing you can possibly
do against yourself is to refuse to obey Him.
"When He opened the second seal, I heard the
second living creature saying, COME. And
another horse came forth, a red (blood like)
horse : and to him that sat thereon it was given
to take peace from (all) the earth, and that they
should slay one another: and there was given
unto him a great sword."
The Spokesman says to all God's people,
COME ! We must carry on the soul-saving work
in the midst of perpetual wars and make the
"wars to cease to the end of the earth." This
Scripture plainly describes the state of war in
all the earth for when peace is taken "from the
earth" and the people are slaying "one another,"
it can mean nothing else but universal war.
Hence in this, the second part or volume of God's
universal history, the pages of which are opened
by the Lamb, is being recorded every act of war
or concerning the wars of all ages of the world.
This war began in Adam's family when Cain
slew Abel. It was the spirit of the devil in Cain
which made him "very wroth" and thereby
caused the murder. It is the same evil spirit
which causes all the wars between individuals,
families, tribes and nations of all ages. Christ
is the "Prince of Peace." His will is expressed
in His law, "Thou shalt not kill." And He says,
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is mine, I will repay saith the
Lord." It is His business, therefore, to remove
people from the earth by His own wise judg
ments and in His own way. We learn from the
Bible that He sometimes commissions men to ex
ecute his judgments by putting men to death,
but every one must know for a certainty that he
has such a commission before he kills a man or
joins an army to go into the man-killing busi
ness lest he become a murderer.
All servants of God are called to follow the
Lamb: "COME!" Here are people to be saved
from sin. Here are orphans to be fed. We must
persuade the heads of governments and the peo
ple to permit Christ, the Prince of Peace, to come
mto their hearts and to "make the wars to cease
This can be done
unto the end of the earth."
only by the wise decision of men who are en
gaged in the wars.
The rulers of the Pagan Empire of Rome,
having engulfed the known world at that time
in idolatry and crime, plunged into war among
themselves, and through wars the empire was
divided into smaller governments, opening up
the way for Christ and His followers to wipe out
the idolatry of Europe, and establish Christian
altars of worship. Christ's followers soon cov
ered Europe and saved a goodly number of the
people, and established Christianity in many

"Vengeance

places.

together now of God's way of re
moving idolatry and establishing His own altars
Let

us

think
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for

saving the people, without man slaying man.
God took Moses and Aaron with Him out of
the wilderness and went down into Egypt before
the Beastly World-wide ruler of that age, and
in God's love He led Moses unto a great victory,
delivered His infant church out of Egypt, and
led His people to their home in Palestine without
one man slaying another.
That's God's kind of
war.

And when the idolatrous tribes of Canaan
were to be removed, Joshua, in company with
God's priests bearing the ark of the covenant,
leading his armies in obedience to the voice of
God, marched around Jericho seven times, and
the walls fell down flat and they took possession
of the city at once without slaying a man. If
they had continued obeying God perfectly they
would have possessed Canaan without slaying
a man.

Another instance is Gideon's great victory.
The Hebrews, a small army of 32,000, were beseiged by the vast army of 135,000 Midianites.
They gained their victory as follows: God in
structed Gideon to put to the 32,000 men His
prescribed tests and found that there were only
300 men who would eagerly obey the voice of
God, and were not afraid of death. And Gideon,
with the 300 men, "blew the trumpets, and brake
the pitchers, and held the torches in their left
and the trumpets in their right hands to
blow withal ; and they cried, the sword of the
Lord and of Gideon." As for the 135,000 idola-
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trous enemy "The Lord set every man's sword
against his fellow and against all the hosts: and
the host fled" leaving God's true worshippers in

possession.
Another instance worthy of mention : After
the discovery of America many of the true wor
shippers of God in Europe were persecuted very
sorely, and by the help of their Lord they immi
grated to the new colonies in North America,
seeking a place where they might serve their
Lord and Savior according to their understand
ing of His Holy Word. And when the oppres
sors still pursued them, George Washington, a
great statesman and servant of the Lord, cham
pioned their cause, assembling many of the pa
triots ; he being their chief leader, they prayed
God for liberty from all foreign powers. Had
they all been as obedient and faithful to God as
Joshua and Gideon, and their armies in the two
instances related above, they would have used
But after taking up arms in
no carnal weapons.
their cause General Washington and many of
his co-patriots, carrying Bibles in their pockets,
The
were often found on their knees in prayer.
Lord answered their prayers with the surrender
of General Cornwallis and a vast British army
Thus liberty was recognized as
at Yorktown.
the gift of God, and ever since the United States
people have been giving thanks to Him for it.
When the third seal is opened by the Lamb,
the spokesman calls out, "COME!" Get busy.
There is soul-saving work to be done. A man on
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black horse carrying a weighing scale ap
pears : and a voice comes from the midst of the
millions of people, crying out the prices, "A
measure of wheat for a penny, and three meas
ures of barley for a penny," introducing the
Commercial world which constitutes a very large
part of God's book of history. The blackness, al
ways the emblem of sin, well represents most of
the commerce of the world of all ages, for a very
large part of it has been stamped with the black
ness of sin. The traffic in idols, with the cost of
many thousands of expensive temples erected for
idol worship and the support of the priests in
charge of them constitute a large part of the
"black" commerce of the world.
Some men have called themselves rulers be
cause they were born of certain parents.
They
covet more territory and they hire soldiers to en
gage in the black business of making war for
gain of territory and worldly power. Other
men, through covetousness, by various forms of
dishonesty get together enough money to become
powerful and therewith they run roughshod over
a

helpless people.
Another very black account in commerce is
that of shrewd men, who, knowing that the in
toxicating liquor business has destroyed more
souls and bodies of human beings than even war,
yet engage in it as a business in order to accu
mulate blood money.
And the commerce of the white slave traffic
all over the world debauches and wrecks inno-
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girls and boys, soul,

mind and body.
The slave traffic in laborers of various colors
captured, purchased or sold for profit has
been a black business of commerce in the world.
The labor slave traffic is in defiance of God's laws
for the brotherhood of man
"Love thy neighbor
as thyself," and "As ye would that men should
do unto you, do ye even so unto them." Why not
let your slave own or sell you?
The gambling business has become common,
the devil deceiving and training up people to
gamble until many of them have formed the
habit of saying "I bet you." Even parents put
into the hands of their innocent children games
of chance and lottery tickets to sell, training
them to be gamblers.
Very few people, so far as I know, claim that
they can make their business more profitable by
carrying it on strictly upon the principles of Je
sus Christ than in any other way.
God says,
"Remember the Sabbath day to keep it holy" as
the day of worship and family fellowship for
saving the people of earth from sin and building
Christ-like characters. How sad it is that many
people, after making their covenant with God
when joining the church, solemnly promising
that they will endeavor to "Keep God's Holy Will
and Commandments and walk in the same all
the days of their life," willfully and persistently
break their vows by neglecting their church al
tars to carry out their own selfish desires and

cent
�

�

�

plans.
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Riches become a snare and a curse unto
many people. Jesus said, "How hardly shall
they that have riches enter into the kingdom of
heaven" because they fail to recognize God's
ownership and their stewardship, and refuse to
let God use both them and the treasures intrust
ed to them for the salvation of men. Poverty be
"not
comes the means of the salvation of many
many rich and not many mighty" are saved but
the common poor people heard Jesus gladly. The
drouth famine in Ahab's day, in answer to Eli
jah's prayer, destroyed idolatry in Israel and
was the means of a nation-wide revival.
Bishop Thoburn, on returning from his work
in India in 1900, said that he was in India in
time of great distress among the natives where
a drouth had produced famine and many were
facing death by starvation. Most of the people
The few native Christians and
were idolaters.
the scant number of missionaries were all busy
along a long bread line distributing food and
other supplies from Christian England and
America. In answer to the distressed natives'
question, "Who provided this food and sent it to
us?" these Christians answered, "Truly Christ
created all things and His followers sent all of it
to us to give to you to save your lives." Thou
sands of them were saved and prepared to re
ceive baptism and the Bishop baptized them as
advised by their stationed missionary instruc
tors. Thus poverty becomes a blessing even unto
the salvation of many.
�
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When He opens the fourth seal the fourth
spokesman calls, "COME." Our last opportu
nity is at hand. The rider on the pale horse,
pale as death, appears: and he is vested with
power to kill, take life in any and every way by
which people may come to death. Hades the
world of disembodied spirits
"followed with
him :" the angels to carry the saints like Lazarus
to Paradise : the devil to take into hell the devilpossessed the Mary Magdalenes with their
seven devils, the demoniacs with their legions,
and the Judases with their partners to join the
unsaved "rich man."
"COME." Every one get into action. It is
our last chance to lead lost, sinful, dying men to
Christ. "COME." "No man liveth to himself,
and no man dieth to himself." The angels of the
Lord must "encamp round about them and de
liver them" just as they carried "Lazarus into
Abraham's bosom," or the devil will drag them
into hell. It must be one or the other.
"COME." Make records of the victoriom
words, even the last utterances of the saved ones
like Stephen, Paul and others, and use them as
testimonials to lead others to Christ who in turn
become witnesses to bring many to righteousness
and "shine as the Stars forever and ever." En
roll a great "cloud of witnesses" in every gener
ation like unto the ancient list in Hebrews, 11th
�

�

�

chapter.
Hear and record the parting
"COME."
the
miseries of the lost; tell the
cries and see

70

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

world how "They say to the mountains and to
the rocks, fall on us and hide us from the face" of
their rejected Savior; tell the world how they
continue to cry, while they are "tormented in the
flames," "Send Lazarus, that he may dip the tip
of his finger in water and cool my tongue."
"COME." Follow Christ He is to conquer
the "last enemy which is Death" hell and the
�

grave. Leading Captivity Captive He will give
gifts unto men, for "it is your Father's good
pleasure to give unto you the Kingdom ;" even to
sit with Christ on His eternal throne in "the
New Jerusalem."

SERMON NUMBER VII
THE MARTYRS IN PARADISE AWAITING THE

RESURRECTION

Scripture Texts : Matt. 17 : 1-9. To be read.
Rev. 6:9-11. And when he
opened the
fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them
that had been slain for the word of God and for
the testimony which they held
And there
was given them to each one a white robe; and it
was said unto them, that they should rest yet
for a little time, until their fellow-servants, also
and their brethren, which should be killed, even
as they were, should be fulfilled.
When the Lamb opens the fifth and sixth
seals no one of the "four living creatures," (the
.

.

.

.

.

.

spokesmen) speaks, saying, "COME," calling
the followers of Christ into action as they had
done at the opening of the first four seals, be
cause all their soul-saving activities are record
ed in the first four parts or volumes of God's uni
versal history of all people, until their eternal
destiny is unalterably fixed in death ; then there
is nothing more the church militant can do about
changing their character or condition in the
spirit world.
The fifth volume includes only the records of
the lives, activities, deaths and glorification of
the martyrs of all ages; the sixth volume in
cludes the records of the sealing, departing and
state of the souls of all people entering into the
spirit world, and their activities there prior to
the resurrection of their bodies.
71

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

72

aged Saint John was in the spirit, with
God-given vision into the spirit world, and

The
the

the disembodied souls of men, as well as an
gels and devils, when he said, "I saw under the
altar the souls of them that were slain, (mar
tyrs) for the word of God and the testimony
which they bear." It is a true saying that "the
blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church,"
the true church of God.
A great part of the history of the world is in
cluded in the history of the martyrs, with their
influence on all mankind, beginning with the
first martyr, Abel, slain by his brother. Joseph,
the near martyr, whom his brothers planned to
kill and who later was maliciously lodged in
Potiphar's prison, marked for death, was deliv
ered only by God's power. He was lifted out of
prison and wielded a great influence in saving
the world.
In the days of Ahab and Jezebel Elijah be
lieved that all the prophets of Israel had been
slain, except himself, because Ahab and Jezebel
had deserted and destroyed God's altars and es
tablished the worship of idols, and they had
killed every one of the servants of God they could
catch. There is a big enrollment of the martyrs
of that age, many thousands of them.
It moved the hand of God to produce a three
years and six months drouth and famine in the
land. While Elijah prayed, God answered by
fire and, as a result, destroyed all the idolatry,
saw

and re-established the altars for the

worship of
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the living God. Ahab and Jezebel were removed
from the earth and a new king put on the throne,
opening the way for the advance of the man on
the "White Horse" with the rainbow covenant
of God to save the lost.
David was told by one of his servants that
Saul had slaughtered all God's priests, adding
many others to the list of martyrs. As a result
of Saul's wicked acts, he was slain in battle, and
David, God's chosen and anointed, was crowned
king instead. And David, the near martyr, the
man after God's own heart, "washed in the blood
of the Lamb" is probably in that heavenly choir
today. The near martyrs, Daniel and his three
captive companions, who were delivered from
the lions and the furnace of fire by the angel of
God, may be among the martyr souls.
John the Baptist, because of his testimony
to God's truth, was beheaded while he was in
troducing the supreme martyr , "Christ the
Lamb" to the world ; and the followers of Christ
are spreading over the earth and are filling the
eternal celestial city, as a result of his ministry
and martyrdom.
At the martyrdom of Stephen, the great per
secutor, Saul of Tarsus, was no doubt convicted
of sin, for later he was converted and washed in
the blood of the Lamb, and called of God to be
the Apostle to the Gentiles. His inspired epis
tles, together with his own martyrdom at Rome,
have dethroned paganism and established
Christ's Kingdom very extensively in the terri-
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tory of the former pagan Roman Empire and
many other nations.
The venerable Polycarp, a disciple of Saint
John, was another very influential and faithful
martyr. The Romans demanded that he curse
Christ or die at the stake, and he answered, "He
hath been true to me for these eighty and four
years and I will not desert Him now," and we
see him standing at the stake with the flames

consuming his body.
In the year 601 A. D., King Edelfrid and
his army of Anglo-Saxon idolatrous savages
slaughtered, at one time, twelve hundred pray
ing Christians in their helplessness. There were
many other martyrdoms that followed, but it
was not long until the idolatry of England, and
the surrounding territory, was swept out of the
way and many churches built for the worship of
Christ. By His grace the savage tribes of the
British Isles have been civilized, transformed
and become the greatest and most influential
Christian empire for good in the history of the
world. Like other so-called Christian nations,
she has written some black and bloody pages in
God's history.
In the developments of that age, with the
early Christians in Rome taking upon them
selves authority which God did not give them,
they demanded that no man should have a Bible
translated into English or other language of the
It was their determination to
common people.
Greek
and Hebrew, and many
in
it
Latin,
keep
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writers of history present to the world horrible
records of many men with orders from Rome to
burn all Bible translators and unauthorized Bi
ble readers at the stake, and their Bibles with
them.
Bishops Ridley and Latimer, at about eighty
years of age, and a great host of other saintly
people who dared to possess English or Ger
man Bibles in Europe, to preach from them or
read them in their own homes, to worship God
according to the dictates of their own con
sciences were led to the stake in larger and
larger numbers.
One notable Bible salesman named Bar
tholomew Hector, was thrown into prison,
tortured for several months and then burned at
the stake, June 19, 1556 merely because he
was selling Bibles translated into the language
of the common people.
The persecution continued for several years
and grew into a cruel war which mowed the Bi
ble readers down by the thousands. Finally,
King Charles IX of France, failing to blot them
out by war, declared peace, and assured them
that they might freely worship God as they
pleased ; and there was much rejoicing.
On the 18th of August, 1572, a royal wed
ding was celebrated in Paris with all the people,
regardless of their mode of worship, invited.
The free Bible reading worshippers, taking it to
mean that they were victorious, went to France.
They went into the city of Paris with no sus�

�

�
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picion that the King and his Mother were plan
ning their murder. On St. Bartholomew's day,
August 24th, 1572, between three and four
o'clock in the morning, the bells began to ring
and the slaughtering started, not only in Paris

but in other cities of France ; and from the best
records I can find the number slaughtered in
that plot ran somewhere between seventy and a
hundred thousand. Perhaps the number of
martyrs of that period would run up to nearly
a million.
As a result of those martyrdoms in Europe,
we have the free and open Bible today through
out the world. It cost blood. Without it Amer
ica would have been under the heel of Satan and
his servants. What a debt of gratitude we owe
to Christ and His martyrs.
We come next to consider the martyrs in
modern missions. In the history of American
missions there is a very extended record of the
martyrdom of the men who went to preach to the
Indians, and of slaughter after slaughter which
adds many to the martyr list. But the savage
Indians are no more, and Christ and His follow
ers are in charge of America.
At least it is
called a Christian land.
In 1890, when there were only a few evan
gelical missionaries in Mexico, they were all no
tified one day that official orders had been given
for every Christian missionary with an open Bi
ble to leave Mexico within so many hours or be

blotted out; and while

they waited with their
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They

"our Lord and Christ had died
agreed
for us on the Cross, we will stay and die for
Him." They decided to spend their last hours
that night in their little church in prayer, and
if the end came they would all go to Heaven to
gether. One couple with a little baby said, "Let's
hide our little baby, maybe they will save him."
But the others said, "No, let baby go too." Some
time near midnight, with all lights out, they
heard the beating of drums and the loud yells of
the mob, and a loud rumbling sound as of an
earthquake. They supposed they would be dead
in a little while, but instantly the whole earth
was lighted up and as they rose from their knees
to see what the light meant, they saw that the
top of an old volcano had lighted up. It was
pouring lava down its sides, devouring many of
the mob, and the others were running in great
confusion. These missionaries in spirit were
martyrs and the fruit of tiieir example and la
bors has been abundant.
In China in 1901 many missionaries and na
tive Christians lost their lives in the Boxer up
rising. One story is told by a returned mission
ary of an old man and his wife with many chil

that

as

dren and grandchildren faithful Christians, all
of whom had been captured by the Boxers. They
made this proposition to the old man, "If you
will turn away from Christ, we will let you and
all your family live, if not, we will behead all
of you here," and with one voice as of thunder
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grandchild cried, "Don't turn
against our Christ." They beheaded him. The
same scene was enacted with his wife and they
every child and

beheaded two or three more, but after
awhile they ceased the slaughter. They had been
sickened by the bloody horrors. Since that event
the church of Christ has made great progress
in China. Similar incidents have occurred in
other mission fields.
About eighty years ago John G. Paton and
his wife in Scotland declared that they had a call
from God to go to the cannibal island, Tanna, in
the New Hebrides Islands, and they went there
where every white man who had landed before
had been literally devoured by the cannibals.
The biographer of Paton's life states that,
"Many a time he had heard the cannibals in the
bushes at night threatening to devour him and
his wife and he would just get out before them
and pray and they (the cannibals) could hear
him calling upon his God ; thus being frightened
they fled away." For years John G. Paton and
his wife carried on that mission, being delivered
many a time from the blood-thirsty cannibals;
and it was recorded in his biography that there
was no one but cannibals on that island when
they arrived, and none but believers in Christ
(though not all saved) when they left the earth
for Heaven.
Now, my dear friends, this piling up of the
records of martyrs, and doubtless there have
been many more that the world knows not of,
soon
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tremendous volume a part of that
great book of records, the "book of remem
brance," which God is having "written before
him for them that feared the Lord." That is the
book which we will look upon when God pulls
back the veil and we see what has happened on
this side of the final judgment. They are espec
ially honored in a class by themselves, "the blood
of the martyrs is truly the seed of the church"'
and make up a great part of the agencies in
God's hands by which the world is being saved.
Let's be thankful for God's plan of salvation.
You alone can and will decide your own way of
living and eternal destiny.
Your sins can be blotted out in five minutes ;
or before tomorrow's sunrise, you may gaze with
eternal sorrow upon your record of sins at the
judgment bar of Christ. How will you decide?

makes

a

�

SERMON NUMBER VIII
THE SOULS NOW IN THE SPIRIT WORLD

Scripture Texts. Stars Job 38:7. When
the morning stars sang together, and all the sons
of God shouted for joy.
Judges 5:20. They fought from Heaven;
the stars in their courses fought against Sisera.
Dan. 12:1-3. Every one
written in
the hook
shall shine
as the stars for
�

.

,

,

,

.

.

...

ever, etc.
Rev. 6:12 to 7:17. Rev. 7:9. After these
things I saw and hehold a great multitude, which
no man could numher, out of every nation, and
of all trihes and peoples arid tongues standing
hefore the Throne and before the Lamb arrayed
in white robes, and palms in their hands; and
they cry (shout) with a great voice, saying, etc.
Angels Heb. 1 :14. Are they not all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for them
�

xvho shall be heirs of salvation.
Gen. 19:1. And there came two angels to
Sodom at even; and Lot sat in the gate of Sod
om: and Lot seeing them rose up to meet them;
and he bowed himself with his face toward the

ground.
Matt. 24 : 29-31. Immediately after the trib
ulation of those days, shall the sun be darkened,
and the moon shall not give her light, and the
stars shall fall from Heaven, and the Powers
and then
of the Heavens shall be shaken:
shall the tribes of the earth mourn, and they
80
.

.

.
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shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds
of heaven with power and great glory. And he
shall send forth his angels, with a great sound
of a trumpet, and they shall gather together his
elect from the four winds, from one end of Heav
en to the other.
Earthquakes. Matt. 27:51-54. And the
earth did quake; and the rocks were rent,
Now when the centurion and they that were with
him watching Jesus, saw the earthquake, and
.

,

,

things that were done, they feared greatly,
saying. Truly this was the Son of God.
Acts 16 :26. And suddenly there was a great
earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison
tfwse

shaken,
A careful study of the above Scripture texts
should dispel the seeming mysteries of the earth
quake, Angels, and falling stars seen in this
vision of the Lamb opening the sixth seal, reveal
ing the sixth part or volume of God's "book of
remembrance." As the earthquakes occurring
at the crucifixion of Christ and while Paul and
Silas were praying in prison were plainly the
miraculous acts of God in His dealings with
men, they surely occur for the same purpose
when revealed in the book of Revelation.
The Angels are "ministering spirits" who "en
campeth around about them that fear him, and
delivereth them." The "angels came and minis
tered unto Christ" when tempted of the devil.
"Lazarus was carried by the angels into Abra
ham's bosom." They are God's messengers, herwere
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aids and trumpeters to spread His tidings
throughout His infinite domain. And they sum
mon His intelligent creatures to His convoca
tions; also they execute His judgments on the
incurably wicked as at Sodom and, as Christ
says (Matt. 13:39-42) He "shall send forth his
angels" at the "end of the world" to gather the
tares, all the children of the devil "and shall cast
them into the furnace of fire (hell) ." Then cer
tainly they are serving God and His people in
similar ways wherever they are revealed in ac
tion in the book of Revelation, both among the
people in the flesh on earth and the departed
souls in the spirit world.
In every age of the world, when the messen
gers sent from God have appeared to individ
uals, groups of people, armies, or nations, it has
created great consternation and commotion
among the wicked, while it brought deliverance
and joy to all the fully saved ones. Such is the
scene in Rev. 6:15 to 7:17.
Facing death and
God, "The kings of the earth, and the great men,
and the rich men, and the chief captains
say to the mountains and to the rocks, fall on us
and hide us from the face of the Lamb on His
throne," in veritable dread of God's judgments
but their cries here are small when compared
with the loud shrieks and commotions which will
occur in the time of the great tribulation, when
all those who have rejected the Lamb of God, and
thereby sealed their own eternal doom, will be
distressed at the vision of Him who sits on the
Throne.
.

.

.
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We may ask also what about "the stars fall
ing?" Many places in the Bible, in the Old and
the New Testament, we read about "a star" and
"the stars" falling, etc. Let us forget our for
mer ideas that the stars mean nothing but the
material bodies shining above us. Let us think
also about those other Stars, the Heavenly in
habitants, the "Morning Stars" that sang to
gether when all the sons of God "shouted for
joy." And think of the stars who fought from
Heaven against Sisera. Let us think then of
that kind of star also and Revelation will become
much clearer to us. Whether this rolling back
of the Heavens like a scroll, and the stars falling
to the earth, be the material Heavens and the
material stars, or only a vision of the final wind
ing up of the affairs of this earth, with the Heav
enly ones coming down from Heaven, makes lit
tle difference, because instantly the Christ Angel
of mercy says to the four destroying angels,
till we
"Hurt not the earth, neither the sea,
have sealed the servants of our God." Hence
"the first heaven and the first earth" does not
That vision came to
pass away at this time.
John and was recorded in the Bible nearly two
thousand years ago and the destroying Angels
have been poised ever since. They are merely
waiting, as the salvation time continues, giving
all an opportunity to be saved, but we know not
when that last day shall come. Are you ready?
God in His infinite mercy says in His word
that He is "not willing that any should perish,
.

.

.
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but that all should come to repentance."
He gave the people of Noah's day one hun
dred and twenty years' warning that they
might repent and be saved from their sins
before the flood came upon them. He is now
sending His messengers throughout the earth
to preach the Gospel to every man, that whoso
ever will may come: and He is urging every hu
man being to repent, be saved and get ready,
saying, "You know not the day nor the hour
when the Son of man cometh."
Have you made your final decision and re
jected Jesus Christ merely for the frivolous
things of this earth which the devil offers for
your soul? It is for you, and you only, to decide.
This responsibility comes to each of us straight
from God's own word. The day of death is the
day of eternal doom to every soul who has reject
ed Jesus Christ to follow Satan and sin. That is
when the sealing of doomed souls takes place and
likewise the sealing of those who have been saved
through Jesus Christ. At death they are eter
nally sealed with the likeness of Christ in their
faces (characters), placed there with the seal of
God.
That sealing business continues as long as
Christ holds back the destroying angels. It is
ready for you today, to make your choice and re
ceive Jesus Christ into your life as Savior and
Lord; to have His likeness stamped in your soul
and have your name enrolled in the "Lamb's
book of life;" to follow Him all the way to that
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celestial throng around His Throne in Heaven.
Now shall we look into the next part of this
vision about that 144,000 of the sealed ones
12,000 from each of the twelve tribes. Who are
they? "These are they which were not defiled
with women" "the mother of harlots"; idola
try, by worshipping idols committed spiritual
"fornication," Rev. 14:4 and 17:5. The tribe
of Levi was chosen for God's special ministers
because they did not worship the golden calf.
Why this definite number and why the equal di
vision? We must remember that God is an im
partial God and when He makes promises they
are always fulfilled.
He entered into a covenant
with Abraham, and a part of that covenant was
to give the land of Canaan to him and his de
scendants ; and when the twelve sons of Jacob, or
rather their descendants, were permitted, with
their tribes, and their families, to enter Canaan,
God divided it up with equity according tu
their number an equal division. Then we see in
this vision these twelve Patriarchs and the
twelve Apostles of the Lamb-Christ, making
twenty-four Elders. Some of them had been very
active men as individuals and seemingly de
served greater honor than the others, but here
they were all given equal rank around the
Throne of God and the Lamb in Paradise. God's
gifts to man are always by grace and not by
merit.
Jesus gave us a picture of that principle in
one of His parables when the man who came at

�

�

�
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the eleventh hour to labor received the same re
ward as the one who came at the first hour.
Therefore it is easy for us to believe that He al
lotted to each one of the twelve tribes an equal
number of the glorified souls chosen to make up
His Heavenly chorus choir of 144,000, in keep
ing with the same principle of His covenant. But
these are not all the Hebrews that are saved, for
the words that follow this statement explain to
us that a host, which no man could number, sur
rounded them, made up out of every nation,
tribe, and tongue of the earth, and surely mil
lions of those came from the tribes of the Israel
ites ; hence they are a part of that innumerable
multitude.
Behold now the sublime glory of God and the
Lamb on His Throne in Paradise and surround
ing Him are seen in ranks, first, the twenty-four
elders, and with them the martyrs, about whom
we have studied in the fifth seal part or volume,
second, the 144,000 sealed and glorified souls in
Heaven's Chorus Choir; and third, ''the four
living creatures" the spokesmen, bearing the
four flags under which all the saved ones of the
tribes of Israel marched, following the Lord on
earth, including all that infinitely great throng
of human beings washed and made white in the
blood of the Lamb, arrayed in white robes with
harps in their hands. It is they who are all uni
ted in perfect Heavenly harmony, singing re
demption songs, "Saying with a great voice,
worthy is the Lamb that hath been slain to re-
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ceive the power, and riches, and wisdom, and
and the domin
might, and honor, glory
for
ever
and
Amen.
ever."
ion,
That surely makes us all feel like shouting
with that throng in Heaven. The angels are sur
rounding all this numberless celestial multitude,
for they were the servants of the living God who
had been ministering to all this host of saved
ones while they were on earth.
And there was
joy among the angels over every sinner when
saved. This crowning glory of the Heavenly
throng is for you and for me. Oh, friends, let
us not, let us not fail to have our part in the sal
vation that cost so much and is worth so much to
all who receive it. There is joy in Heaven; a
new name is written down in the "Lamb's book
of life." Is it your name? God help us to settle
this question now. God help us to loiow that we
have passed from death to life, changed from a
child of the Devil to a child of God. Do not guess
about it, or merely believe about it, but let us
"Seek first the kingdom of God and His right
eousness," and have that kingdom within us,
and Christ to live in us, to rule in us and to be
our guide and become unto us wisdom, right
eousness, and glorification, because all of these
are embodied within Him.
In Luke 16:19-31, Christ tells us that "A
and was buried, and
certain rich man died
in Hades he lifted up his eyes, being in torment,
and seeth Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his
bosom." This bit of personal history of two men
is given to make it unmistakably plain to all of
.

.
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earth that we may know the state of the de
parted souls in the spirit world. Abraham had
left his body on earth thousands of years ago.
Lazarus and the rich man left their bodies on
earth, evidently, many centuries later. We ob
serve that Abraham and Lazarus are together;
evidently all the other saved departed souls were
there with them. And afar off, across an impas
sable gulf, the rich man (unsaved) is seen cry
ing to Abraham, "I am tormented in this
flame:" begging that Lazarus might be sent
back to the earth and his body be "raised from
the dead" to warn his five impenitent brothers
"lest they also come into this place of torment."
Evidently, as these sinners were expected there,
all other lost souls of the human race of all ages
are there with the rich man.
The gulf between the two parts of Hades, the
world of disembodied souls, is so fbced that no
soul can ever pass from one side of it to the oth
er ; the place of abode of the saved ones is called
Paradise and the other place of the unsaved is
named Hell in the Bible. The souls on each side
of the gulf are exercising their senses of seeing,
talking, hearing, feeling, remembering, and
knowing each other as Jesus describes them :
each one having been sealed of God unchangea
bly for his or her eternal destiny on the day the
soul departed from the body. They see and talk
to each other "afar off" across the "great gulf
fixed" as may be now illustrated by radio and
television. This Scripture is so plain that "the
us on
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men though fools shall
(or need)
therein."
These clear, plain visions that we have be
fore us today which God is giving to us in His
Book about the state of the souls who have left
this earth, one by one, or in multitudes, from
the going of the first martyr Abel and from
thence to the final resurrection of their dead
bodies to the end of time, should move us to re
double our diligence in winning souls to Christ.
And the vision given in Dan. 12 : 2 of the resur
rection of the unsaved, who shall be raised up
"to shame and everlasting contempt," because
they sold their souls for a mess of pottage, or the
foolish, frivolous pleasures of earth and permit
ted Satan to blind their eyes by false doctrines,
should start a world-wide revival. God help us
as individuals to be true as the followers of the
Lamb, and go forth now in His spirit as mes
sengers and servants to gather the people from
the highways and bring them to Christ that they,
too, may be saved from their sins and have a
part in that glorious celestial throng.
Is there one sinner here today who wants Je
sus as your Savior and your Lord?
God help
you to receive Him. It would take less than five
minutes to be saved, but if you fail to yield and
be saved at this time, you may awake tomorrow
morning doomed and sealed to that "shame and

wayfaring
not

err

everlasting contempt."
You and you alone can decide.

SERMON NUMBER IX
CHRIST,

THE HIGH

PRIEST,

OFFICIATING AT HIS

ALTAR

Scripture References. Exodus 19:14-21.
To be read about the thunders, lightnings and
trumpets with Rev. 8 and 9.
Ps. 56 : 1-8. Be merciful unto me 0 God, etc.
Put thou my tears (prayers) into thy bottle, are
they not in thy book (of remembrance). Luke
1:5-13.
Text : Rev. 8 :3-5. The angel came and stood
over the altar having a golden censer and there
was given unto him much incense that he should
add it to the prayers of all the saints
And
the angel took the censer and filled it with the
fire of the altar and cast it upon the earth, etc.
The opening of the seventh seal by the Lamb
brings to our view that seventh part or volume
of God's great "book of remembrance" and like
the others it begins with the beginning of the
human race and ends at the final judgment bar
of God before Christ Jesus. And this part of
the book consists of God's judgments through
Jesus Christ in all these ages, and presents to us
the influence of prayer, which brings out the free
moral agency of God's people taking part with
Christ in His judgments on the earth.
Each man may pray to the Almighty God for
what he wants and his prayer will be answered.
If down in his heart he really desires salvation
90
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from sin, God will save him, and if he desires
the Holy Spirit to guide him in rendering ser
vices for his Lord and Savior through all his
years on earth, even to a crown in Heaven, giv
ing himself into God's hand for service, he will
attain unto the Crown, but those prayers which
are offered in fluent language, merely to sound
well and appear well before men, bring no re^
ward but the thing desired in the heart, the com
pliments of men. Every earnest and honest
prayer that a human being makes unto Almigh
ty God, in the name of Jesus Christ, really gets
an answer.
The thing he is asking for may not
be what he ought to have, then the answer is
"No;" it may be the thing that he is not ready to
receive when he asks for it, so the answer is,
"Wait," but when a surrendered, penitent sin
ner asks for salvation from sin, he gets it then
and there; because God says, "Behold, now is the
accepted time, behold, now is the day of salva
tion."
In reality the human being decides where he
is going to live through etemity, in Heaven or in
Hell. He is the judge of that for himself. If he
really desires God's way of salvation in Christ,
and to follow Him in service for the salvation
of others through his days on earth, he will sure^
ly be welcomed in Heaven. If he does not want
God's way, he gets what he really does want, the
ways of sin unto death and hell. Hence this book
of judgments includes the judgment that fixes
the destiny of every man the choice of the man
himself.
�
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The text presents a priest performing his
duty under the law of Moses, which provides for
the penitent sinner to come near the altar
bringing the bleeding Lamb, representing the
Christ, who takes away the sin of the world, pre
sent it in confession of his sins and humble him
self before the altar in prayer with the craving
for mercy and pardon. While the priest pours
the incense into the fire on the altar, and while
the smoke ascends from it, the sinner is ac
cepted, through faith in the coming Christ. All
those priests were the representatives of the
coming Christ, who took the place of them all
and became the one high priest forever; and
every prayer that is ever offered by any one must
go into His hands and be offered up by Him or it
will never be answered as a prayer. Thus we
see Christ, in the text, offering up "the prayers
of all the Saints" of all ages, the bottled-up tear
prayers written in God's book.
The horrible sorrows described in Rev. 8:7
to 9 :20 reveal what the unsaved will suffer while
receiving the just reward of their own choice of
neglecting the "so great salvation." Hence
prayer is the foundation from which all judg
ments come, because it brings the free choice of
man, as expressed or neglected, in his prayers in
co-operation with God, and God in His judg
ment carries out the wills of all men in the re
sults of their prayers.
When the Hebrews had suffered and served
in slavery in Egypt about four hundred years
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and had grown into a great nation, all their priv
ileges of public worship of Jehovah having been
crushed, many of them, through their continued
private worship of the living God, continually
prayed for deliverance. And Jehovah (Christ)
in answer to those prayers came down into a
burning bush and called Moses, who had fled
from Egypt, the man who had been talking to
God for forty years in Midian. Christ talked to
him out of the bush, and the judgment of God
The way
was passed on the idolaters of Egypt.
was opened for Moses to return into Egypt as
God's spokesman, to execute His judgment,
through the ten great plagues, which are similar
to the plagues revealed in the book of Revela
tion. And thereby the Hebrew nation was de
livered miraculously across the Red Sea and led
through the wilderness to the land of Canaan.
Then all Israel, in the ages thereafter, gath
ered around their altars of worship in prayer,
and the chief anxiety of their prayer was for
the coming of their Messiah, on whom they de
pended for their entire life in this world and the
next. If the Messiah had never come into the
world, none of Adam's race would have ever
been saved. But God heard them praying for
His coming and knew they desired Him and, as
a consequence of their prayer, in the fullness of
time, tiie Messiah was bom as a babe in Bethle
hem.
In Luke 1 :5-13 we have the scene of the peo
ple assembled in the temple in Jerusalem, where
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Zacharias was offering up the incense, and the
multitudes without were praying, when the an
gel appeared on the scene to announce to Zach
arias that his prayers had been answered,
"Elizabeth shall bring forth a son and thou shall
call his name John."
Another record in the Bible of answered
prayers of the Hebrew nation is the event of the
birth of Christ, heralded by the Angelic Choir
from Heaven as it sang, "Glory to God in the
Highest and on earth peace and good will to
ward men." Then as this coming Messiah was
perfect, man in whom dwelt all the fullness of
the Spirit of the living God, it is reasonable to
believe that the Star which appeared was the
same as the fire which was seen by Moses in the
bush, and by all the Hebrews as a pillar of fire.
If so, it was the Spirit of the Lord coming to
meet that mother and take up His abode in the
babe, Christ, who was the Son of Mary and the
Son of God, having no human father.
In order "to fulfill all righteousness" accord
ing to the law given through Moses, at "thirty
years of age" Christ was ceremonially sanctified
to His Priesthood by baptism performed by John
the Baptizer. "Then was Jesus led up of the
Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted of the
He was truly a man to be tempted, but
devil."
He had God dwelling within Him and for forty
days He fasted, a tremendous test. As a man
"he was in all points tempted like as we are,"
and the Spirit of God must have become thor-
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He
He
was victorious.
His prayer life on earth made
much history of infinite value in redeeming and
saving mankind.
And then through His three short years of
ministry on earth. He worked miracles, always
honoring the Father who dwelt in Him as the
doer of the work. Then we come to consider the
supreme sacrificial offering down in Gethsemane.
Oh that prayer! Oh Gethsemane! I looked upon
your dark shadows where my Lord and Savior
sweat blood, and my soul heard those words,
*'Thy will be done," spoken by the Son of God
under the load of the sins of the whole world,
tasting death for every man. Then He was led
away to be hanged on the cross. Prayer, to bring
redemption, includes meeting God's conditions
for redemption of all the human race through all
the ages. Prayer is making history and it is be
ing recorded in God's "book of remembrance."
The prayers of the one hundred and twenty
Christians in the upper room in Jerusalem were
history-making prayers. They were a little
group of saved Jews who believed they had no
right to go among the Gentiles to offer Christ
their Savior to them. But they were praying
when God, the Holy Spirit, in answer to their
prayer, came down to abide in them and to em
They soon learned
power them to do His work.
that He was the Comforter, who had been prom
ised by Christ, whose mission it is to touch every

oughly embodied in the human Christ that
might be able to undertake such a task, for

96

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

human soul, as an individual, and bring convic
tion of sin. If conviction is yielded to fully. He
will bring full salvation and full preparation to
each one in every way, so that every man may
awake in Heaven in the very likeness of Jesus
Christ our Savior.
In the medieval age, when the Christians had
gained considerable political authority and were
ruling the southern part of Europe, they deter
mined to do one thing which God had not au
thorized them to do. They decreed that the com
mon people should not read the Holy Bible, and
in trying to enforce this decree they slew thou
sands, even up to a million or more, but what
went on all that time? Those persecuted Chris
tians, shut up in prisons, tortured, tried and put
to death in various ways, were praying and their
prayers were going up to God from the hearts of
those martyrs. And they dethroned the ruling
murderers, and in the course of time provided
the open Bible to all the world. It is now pub
lished literally in a thousand languages.
The prayers of the Wesleys began the world
wide history of Methodism while that cruel per
secution was rampant in many parts of Europe.
Many of the persecuted Christians in Europe,
seeking a place where they might read the Bible
unharmed, emigrated to America, then a barren
wilderness, and there prayers went up from
many earnest Christian souls which have made
much history, as the church of Christ spread rap
idly throughout the American colonies as they
grew in population.
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George Washington, and other co-patriots,
of God and of much prayer, determined that
this country should be a place of prayer, and
freedom of worship. God answered their pray
ers.
We read in unbiased history of Washing
ton on his knees in the darkest hours of the war
for freedom even like old Elijah, and God an
swered. Answered how? In the surrender of
Cornwallis at Yorktown.
Much of the history of the United States has
been made in answer to prayer. Many of the
devout patriots who followed George Washing
ton, carried their Bibles in their coat pockets
just in front of their hearts. The story is handed
down to us that one of them said that God had
promised him to take him safely through all the
war and bring him back home again in safety.
He said, "I expect to see my wife and children
because God told me so." As the war went on,
he went on unharmed, but one day, a ball fired
from an enemy's gun hit him and with hands
straight up he fell to the ground in the thick of
the battle; but it was not many minutes before
he was seen to rise up, pick up his gun and hat
and pull out of his pocket his Bible, which the
bullet had nearly pierced through. The force of
the blow had just knocked the breath out of him
for a little while and he returned home safe, as
he had expected, at the end of the war. His Bi
ble literally shielded his heart from the deadly
bullet. Prayer brought to Washington and the
praying Christians of America freedom of
men
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churches and Bibles. Prayer delivered Daniel
out of the lions' den, and his three companions
out of the fiery furnace. It can do as much for
you and me.
Prayer has brought victory in modern mis
sion work in many fields. I bring you two in
stances which might be multiplied many times.
I heard a returned missionary give this in
stance: In the year 1901, in China, a mob of
Boxers, in their persecutions, killing many peo
ple, had pursued the Christian missionaries and
the Chinese converts until they had driven them
into a high- walled compound. There this minis
ter noticed that a Chinaman, apparently nearly
dead with tuberculosis and so weak that he could
hardly stand, spent much time in prayer. They
had an idea he was praying to go to Heaven, but
he was praying for God to save the missionaries
and the native Christians from death. He came
to the minister one day and said, "God has
answered my prayer. We will all starve to
death or be killed if we stay here, but God said
for me to go to the seaport, one hundred miles
from here, and tell the American marines to
He said,
come and drive the Boxers away."
"Write out the message and I will take it." The
minister asked, "How will you go?" "Drop me
over the wall on some dark night and I will go;
the trains will take me." The minister tried to
tell him he would die, but he said, "No, God will
keep me all right." Finally the minister gave
him the message. With a rope they dropped
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him down over the wall, in an unsuspected spot,
and perhaps the angels had their wings over
him, for he got to the American Legation, de
livered his message, and back with him came a
trainload of Marines. As they halted a little
distance away, he leaped off the train and gave
the signal of his return by dropping a rock with
a message tied to it over the wall.
The mob was
soon driven away and all were saved.
When the first Christian Mission was started
in India, the caste system seemed to make the
undertaking impossible. The rich folks held
nearly everybody else in slavery and they had
no use for anybody from America or England.
Two English missionaries went there and for
two years, with their lives in danger, they
studied the languages and prayed for God to
open the way, but they saw no sign of a convert.
The situation became desperate, and they agreed
that each one would go into his own secret
place in prayer and tarry until God told them
what to do this one here and that one yonder.
Finally, one night just after midnight one of
them arose shouting, "I've got it, the Lord told
He went back to the other
me how to do it."
saying, "We have never had a chance to talk to
the rich men, they won't listen, and we can't get
to the slaves, and the voice said to me, 'Just you
be a slave and let your friend sell you on the
slave market, carrying your Bible and your song
"
book with you.'
They got hold of some ragged,
dirty slave clothes and put them on him and he
�
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the block and sold. The slave mas
ter's whip brought streaks of blood and he was
thrown into the slave pens, but he took with him
his Bible and song book. The slaves there listen
ed to him ; they were in trouble, and most people
will listen then. It wasn't many weeks or
months until he had a group of them learning
about God. After a time they learned to sing
and pray, and the rich masters and bosses heard
strange noises among their slaves in the pens.
They came and stood outside and learned much
about Heaven, and about God, until even they
became convicted of sin and some of them were
converted. Those two men started the missions
of that country and its surrounding nations
through prayer, and a great history of Chris
tian progress has followed.
1 have never found anything in history like
the scenes described in Rev. 8 :7 to 9 :19. It is a
judgment of God which we may expect to come
at any time in the future, we know not when.
God made a distinction between the Hebrews
and Egyptians in Egypt, in His judgment which
He executed by thp ten plagues, the last one of
which was the death of a definite part the first
born in every family of the Egyptians, while all
the Hebrews were delivered. Even so, we may
expect God to do exactly what this Scripture
says ; one-third part of the earth and one-third
part of the people will be destroyed as described
in this judgment when it is executed at some un
known time in the future.
was

set

on

^
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SERMON NUMBER X
THE GREAT TRIBULATION

Scripture Reference.

Rev. 8 and 9.
Text: Rev. 9:20-21. And the rest of mm^
kind which were not killed with these plagues,
repented not of the works of their hands, that
they should not worship devils, and the idols of
gold, and of silver, and of brass, and of stone,
and of wood; which can neither see, nor hear,
nor walk; arid they repented not of their mur
ders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their forni
cation, nor of their thefts.
I have been asked many times if I believe
there is a hell. My answer is, I know Jesus told
us that there is a hell and I never want to know
any more about it. I don't want to see it and by
His help I can keep out of it, but if He wants me
to look across the gulf and see it, I will look. If
you ask me to explain to you the awful scenes
which we have read about in Revelation eight
and nine, I have no word of explanation to give
you. I know all I want to know about these
things. I am not included in the rebellious mul
titude who refused to accept Christ, as the suf
ferers described in these chapters had done. To
which class do you belong now? This one thing
is sure God is not to blame for any of the trou
bles that will come upon the wicked in that day
of "the third part" destructive judgment, nor
any that people may suffer today.
Every hu�
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being is

vested with free moral agency to
make his own choice between being a child of
God and receiving all the good things which God
can give, and of neglecting that privilege, there
by allowing the devil to control him in sin. As a
result of their own sins and their refusal to re
pent of them they bring their troubles upon
themselves. Therefore, everyone who goes
through any such troubles surely does it con
trary to the will of God; for His word tells us
that He is "Not willing that any should perish,
but all should come to repentance," also that Je
sus Christ tasted death for every man in order
that every man might escape that end.
Those who refuse to be saved will have no
grounds for complaint against anybody but self.
But a glance at the words in the text will show
us what was going on in the world of wicked
ness, the people's sins against God and they
themselves causing the horrible scenes referred
to in the scripture lesson. And of those still re
maining on earth after that awful destruction
of so many, revealing this horrible situation,
In parts of the earth today con
none repented.
ditions are about as bad; the only difference is
there are still some people repenting, and many
of them are being saved, but there is a large part
of the human race who are refusing to repent
now, and Christ is still holding the destroying
angels back from action, and still offering mercy
to all men, saying, "Whosoever will, let him take
the water of life freely." Repenting not is the
man
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mentioned

anywhere in the Scrip
anybody going to hell, for Christ says,
"Except ye repent ye shall all likewise perish."

only

cause

tures of

He puts it up to each man, and if any is too
weak-minded to know that he is a sinner, he is
like the babe who has not committed a sin, there
fore, he is redeemed by Christ and saved without

repentance.
If it were left to the devil to decide for us, he
would not allow anybody to be saved ; and if it
were left for God to decide. He would not permit
anybody to go to hell. What we can see with our
own eyes of the miseries and hardships of the
people of the earth, caused by their own sins,
constitutes an abundance of evidence of the
truth of God's word that "The way of the trans
gressor is hard," and "The wages of sin is
death." In contrast, we behold the faithful ser
vants of Christ giving joyful testimony, declar
ing that all things are working together for
their good according to God's word. These two
classes before us in contrast should be enough
to move every human being on earth to take
Christ and His way of living, in preference to
the devil and the ways of the sinful world with
its miseries, suffering and sorrows that are
brought on by following his way. And yet, in
the face of this contrast, there are multitudes of

brainy people, finely dressed, wealthy people,
worldly high-class people, as well as the dirty,
ugly and criminal folk, who stubbornly continue
to refuse to let Jesus

come

into their hearts and
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set up His kingdom within them and to join with
Him in His great mission, carried on in His or
ganized churches, of seeking to save lost men.
The unsaved, high-class people are in the same

group with the wicked, the debased and the
vilest of criminals. Each man is a separate in
dividual to repent of his sins or neglect his soul
salvation. They claim that they believe the Bi
ble, and perhaps, if they were here, they would
say,

"Preacher,

you

are

telling

truth, but
changes in our

the

did not come here to make any
way of living, and are not going to repent and
give ourselves to the Lord now. We have our
plans for the future. We expect to make a
change some day" but that day never comes to
a large majority of them.
My dear friends, we need to think seriously
about these things when we contemplate the pen
alty of sin. We refuse to look into the death
chamber where the men are lined up awaiting
the electric chair. We say, "I don't want to hear
their cries, I don't want to see their wri things ;"
but. Brother, except you repent, get rid of your
sins, that is but a speck of what awaits you in
the multitude of lost men and women. We don't
have to go to the electric chair or the hang
man's scaffold to behold the miseries produced
by sins. As a minister it has been my duty to
go into family circles where one or more were
facing death without God and without hope in
the world. The horrible miseries expressed by
those who were to die in the electric chair or to
we
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be hung were no worse than some of these scenes
which I have beheld; these were as heart rending
as could possibly be expressed by human
beings.
One such instance I will here relate as it occur
red. There was a family consisting of an aged
father and mother and several grown sons, re
spectable people, but none of them had been
making any efforts to be saved from sin. For
two years in personal visitation I urged them to
seek to be saved, often praying in their home,
but they made the excuse that it was impossible
for them to attend church because their employ
ment was such that it required all of their time,
seven days every week, to make a living.
One
called
me
to
to
their
day they
by telephone hurry
home that the youngest son, twenty-two years
of age, was very sick. On entering the home I
found the parents and grown sons screaming
like maniacs, while the sick man lay quietly on
the bed. After much effort I got some of the
family to kneel with me in prayer, and they di
minished their writhings and screamings to
some extent. While I was praying the oldest son
and brother screamed aloud, "He is gone." I
looked up to behold the sick man in agony, seem
ing to fight some invisible enemy; and he fell
back dead. I cannot imagine a scene more hor
rible than that.
I went into a home not long ago where I was
sent to see a young lady who had tuberculosis.
I thought it was going to be a sad visit, but her
face lit up with a joyful glow at the prospect of
�
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the glories of Heaven, and how happy she was to
hear me sing softly some songs of victory.
Another young lady with the same disease, a
devout Christian who had mothered four young
er brothers and sisters for several
years after
the death of their mother, was yet still in the
teen age. In her extreme illness members of the
church choir often visited her and sang her fa
vorite songs. While they were singing them
softly, she said, "Hush!" They asked, "What is
the matter? Don't you want us to sing?" and
she replied, "The room is full of angels and I
want to hear them sing awhile." Then she soon
passed away. Do you believe that God sent the
angels to take Lazarus to heaven and would not
send them for a saintly young Christian like
that? I knew the young lady personally and
have no doubt of her vision of the angels en
camping round about her and delivering her out
of the death chamber into Paradise to be with
Abraham, Lazarus and all other saved ones. The
same kind of passage from the earth to Glory
is provided for all who receive Christ and are
faithful to Him till death.
A very dear friend of this young lady, a per
sonal friend of mine, was also a very devout
Christian for several years, but under a very
severe series of temptations had drifted into the
sin of hatred and profanity. He expressed his
vengeance against those who had wronged him,
declaring himself an infidel, and denounced all
churches and religion. He was present in t^e
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church at the funeral of that young lady, appar
ently very frivolous and indifferent toward the
service, until he stepped up to view the remains.
Trembling from head to foot he seemed to be
fainting, and fell backward into my arms
screaming, "There is a God in Heaven and she
has gone there, and there is a devil in hell and I
am going there."
With all my efforts of persua
sion and prayer, I could never get him to change
his attitude, and some years afterward his own
brother told me that he died in agony, begging
his friends not to allow the devil to have him.
You who are unsaved may never go through
such contortions on earth, but "Except ye repenc
ye shall all likewise perish" and have similar
torment in hell forever.
If we had television joined with the radio,
and might tune in all the world's misery and
hear all the angry cursings, screamings, and
ravings; could behold all the writhings, squirmings and horrible looks and actions of all the peo
ple fighting in wars and in personal combat
elsewhere; could see all the criminals in and out
of the prisons of earth and look into all the in
sane asylums, it might make us stop and think
seriously, for all these are only a part of the
wages of the sin of neglect. All these millions
of miserable ones, who brought their troubles on
themselves by sin, were once innocent babes. Oh !
why did they not heed the admonition of Christ
and escape all this awful woe? Why haven't you
heeded it? Do the parents of earth today realize
that all their innocent children are in danger of
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being in that same plight in the near future?
Why don't they live true Christian lives before
them every day? And why don't they love them
and care enough for them to take them, from one
year old until they are fully grown, with them to
worship God in His church every Sabbath day?
God commanded it and all who have assumed the
covenant vows of membership in the Methodist
Church have pledged God that they would "Etideavor so to do." Christ with flaming eyes is
looking into our souls let us give our answers
to Him.
We have learned that in the civilized world
the average life span is about fifty years. That
means that twice in every century the entire
population of the earth comes into the world and
goes out of it. The Scripture says, "Straight is
the gate and narrow is the way that leadeth unto
life, and few there be that find it," because there
are only a few seeking it in the Lord's way. But
the broad road is full of people who are refusing
to repent of their sins and to receive Jesus
Christ, to live for Him and with Him.
The question that is now being put to you
and to every human being who hears God's word
is this, "What will you do with Christ who
stands at the door of your heart knocking for ad
mittance, that He may take up His rightful
ownership and rulership within?" I say it is,
"What will you do with Him now?" but next
week, if you are killed in an automobile wreck
and you go before the Judgment Bar of Christ,
it will be "What will Christ do with you?"
�
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Some moral people say, "I am not a Chris
tian but my sins are not so bad; surely God
would not shut me out of heaven." I say to all
such, if a man should come to your door and
show you that his spot of leprosy was no larger
than a silver dime and offer you a great price
for the privilege of mingling with your family
in your home you would shut him out and not
admit him on any terms. Sin destroys both
body and soul and therefore is worse than lep
rosy. If you neglect Christ's offered salvation
and healing of the soul you will have so much
soul leprosy that He will not dare to let you en
ter heaven, because it would spread the disease
and spoil heaven, and you must, from necessity,
go among your class and share their torment,
because you repented not. That's why the in
finite wisdom and love of God have provided a
place for each of the two classes of people; the
children of God to be with their Father in heav
en, and the children of the devil to live in hell
with their father eternally.
The events predicted in our Scripture lesson
sound like a horrible judgment. One-third part
of the earth is to be destroyed and one-third part
of the human race is to die at one time; and the
remaining part of the human race still refuses
to repent. In our day false doctrines are being
taught, claiming that God planned from the be
ginning, "Whatsoever comes to pass" and there
fore God Himself is to blame for all the conse
quent miseries. Perhaps those people will hate
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God because they believe this false charge
against Him.
Our Savior asks, "When the Son of man com
eth shall he find faith on the earth?" Jesus said
that His coming will find things as they were in
the days of Noah. How was it then? The earth
was filled with people rebelling against God, de
stroying each other and themselves. Noah
preached to them for one hundred and twenty
years, and at the end of that period, according to
the records, only seven others besides Noah him
self were truly saved and serving God, while
thousands of innocent babes were being bom ev
ery year and drifting with their parents into
hell fire. Suppose God had not sent the flood?
Would He have been a merciful God to have per
mitted the continual increase in population and
thus to increase the population of hell? I don't
know what you think. Surely none of us believe
it would have been a merciful act for Him to let
it continue. And when we consider the result
of Noah's preaching we must admit it was time
to stop the increase of population ; to stop it was
an act of mercy.

SERMON NUMBER XI
CHRIST AND HIS TWO OLIVE TREES

�

TWO

WITNESSES

Scripture References:
11:17-27, Rev. 11:1-10.
Texts.

Rev.

10:1-11, Roman

10:1-2. And I saw another
down from heaven, clothed
mighty angel
li/dh a cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head,,
and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet
as pillars of fire: and he had in his hand a little
book open; and he set his right foot upon the sea,
and his left foot on the earth.
Rev. 11:3-4. These are the two olive trees
and the two candlesticks, standing before the
Lord of the earth. (Two witnesses).
I. The angel described in this text can be
He is thus de
none other than Christ Jesus.
scribed in several places in the book of Revela
tion. This setting of His right foot upon the
sea and His left foot upon the land, with the
words which follow, constitutes a very plain
declaration of His ownership and rulership over
the whole earth, and "That there shall be time
This subject will be discussed
no longer."
further in another sermon. "He had in his hand
a little book open," and gave it to John and said
unto him, "Take it and eat it up," and "Thou
must prophesy again." This book is surely none
other than the remaining part of the Revelation
handed to John ; like the book we see handed to
111

Rev.

come

112

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

Ezekiel, with instructions that he should eat it
and prophesy. This is not mysterious. A book
that is digested, filling the soul with God's mes
sage, prepares a prophet to deliver God's truth.
And the same thing is true with any child of
God. A minister who g;oes to his pulpit without
first experiencing within himself the power of
God's message is a fruitless messenger. Any
Sunday School teacher, who has not already di
gested God's word and experienced it in the
soul, stands before a Sunday School class as
more or less a fruitless teacher.
Any parents,
though claiming to be the children of God, who
do not have the experience within themselves of
God's saving grace, are surely without Christian
influence

as

teachers of the Word of their Mas

ter to their children. They cannot lead their
children in the Christian life, because they are
undertaking to teach something that they know
not.

that John is given a measuring reed,
a rod, a rule, a standard for character as God
made the standard, and instructed him to go and
measure the temple of the Hebrews, and to
measure the people that worship therein..
This
measuring indicates the bringing to a close of
the mission of that temple with all its ceremo
nies. A parallel instance is plainly stated in
Dan. 6:26, 27, "God hath numbered thy king
dom, and brought it to an end. Tekel ; tifiou art
weighed in the balance, and art found wanting."
Henceforth both Jews and Gentiles will worship
We

see
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alike in the outer court or elsewhere in the
world, as Jesus said, "Neither in this mountain
nor in Jerusalem shall ye worship the father
They that worship him must worship in spirit
and in truth," anywhere in the world. Oh ! how
many of us have that spirit here in the church
worship, family worship and personal secret
worship? How many of us, like John Wesley
who had a prayer-room for that purpose, worship
God in the spirit? We need not enter into a
house, but may worship God wherever we wor
ship Him, "in spirit and in truth." Let us take
this truth into our souls and profit by it, that the
world may know that we have been with and are
saved by Jesus Christ.
II. The voice from heaven next says, "I will
give power to my Two Witnesses. These are the
two olive trees and the two candlesticks, stand
ing before the Lord of the earth." They are
symbols of the two Churches; the ancient Syn
agogue assembly up to the Crucifixion of Christ,
and the succeeding world-wide Christian
Church. Christ says ye are my witnesses, my
spokesmen ; and they have the assurance that if
they will follow in the footsteps of their Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ will be with them even
until the end of the world. His presence and
power has been demonstrated in the lives of all
His true, faithful witnesses in all ages of the
world. And "Ye are the light (or lights) of the
world." "Ye shine as lights in the world."
His Spirit was evidently in patient Noah
.

.

.
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who preached one hundred and twenty years
while preparing the ark, giving all that genera
tion full and sufficient warning, so that when
they stand at the final great Judgment Bar of
Christ no soul of that age will have any excuse
for being lost, only his own determined stubbom
will to disobey God.
Abraham heard this voice in his home land
of "Ur of the Chaldees," in the midst of an idola
trous nation, and he followed it. He gave him
self to it, to be God's servant and faithful wit
ness.
God appeared to him and gave him a son
in his old age, and made with him the covenant
which has been and is being carried out. All the
nations of the world are being blessed through
his seed, for that seed is Jesus Christ, God's vic
torious Son. This same Christ with all His glo
rious spiritual fire, appears unto Moses in the
burning bush in the wildemess, made Himself
known to him, and sent him, with his brother
Aaron as a helper, to deliver the Hebrew nation
from Egyptian bondage into the land of Canaan.
His presence in the pillar of fire was always in
their sight on their joumey. Even so He em
powered, by inspiration, all his true prophets of
the Old Testament Scripture to be His witness
es, notably Elijah, as spokesman, to whom he
gave power through prayer to shut up the heav
ens that "it rain not on liie earth for three years
and six months, and he prayed again ; and the
heaven gave rain." From this event many of the
Israelites who had fallen into idolatry were
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saved and transformed into the true witnessing
Church of God. All the above witnesses are a
part of the Hebrew olive tree witness.
The Christian Era olive tree witness is giv
en similar power.
We note the instance of Paul
and Silas in prison praying, and the earthquake
came in answer to their prayer, delivering them
and establishing a church of witnesses at Philippi. The twelve apostles of Christ, being of
the one hundred and twenty praying Christians
in the upper room, were empowered by this same
spirit of Christ made visible in the "tongues like
as of fire" which "sat upon each of tJiem" at
Pentecost, even as Christ had said unto them
"Ye shall be witnesses unto me, both in Jerusa
lem, and in all Judea, and in Samaria, and unto
the uttermost part of the earth."
These two witnesses continue their ministry
through time and will serve as witnesses at the
final Judgment Bar of God, as stated in Rev. 12 :
20, "For God hath judged your judgment on
her"
idolatry. Since the days of the apostles,
many times the true witnesses of God have
prayed for the salvation of the people from their
sins at any cost, leaving the method to God. In
many mission fields there have been drouths,
famines, earthquakes (all of which are in God's
power) in answer to their prayers, similar to
those occurring through the Ages of the Patri
archs and the Apostles. And the voice says
further that "when they shall have finished their
the beast (the sinful world
testimony
�

....
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owers) shall overcome them and kill them."
ome have interpreted this to mean the spiritual
death of the churches and individual Christians,
of which there is appalling evidence in the
world. An overwhelming number of professing
Christians, by yielding to the temptations of the
world, cease to be "the light of the world," ab
sent themselves from their worship in their
churches, breaking the vows which they had
made to God, and by example or word of testi
mony they cease to be true witnesses for Christ.
And many very large organizations calling
themselves the Church of Christ have grown
rich, formal and worldly, displaying pomp and
glory; just the opposite from the character and
life of Jesus Christ whom they claim to serve.
No longer are they true witnesses for Christ;
both the individuals and churches are spiritual
ly dead bodies. This is distressingly true as the
sad facts, evident in many parts of the world,
stare us in the face.
But this scripture evidently refers to the
time of which Jesus spoke in Luke 18:8, "When
the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the
earth?" The beastly powers of sin in the world
will then be almost as overwhelming as they
were in the days of Noah, so that God will per
mit His few faithful church witnesses to be Mar
tyrs and to be caught up into heaven with all the
saved ones who are then on the earth, when
shall rise first." The
"The dead in Christ
inhabited
earth will thus be
only by sinners who
.

.

.
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refuse to repent. This begins the great tribula
tion period which will precede the millennium
This will be discussed in another discourse.
(No. 18). Christ's true church is always a wit

nessing church.
For all practical needs of the present day the
most important thing to all men is the spiritual
resurrection of all the unsaved people on earth

who are now "dead in trespasses and sins." Let
us all evermore be Spirit-filled, ardent wit
nesses for Christ and devot� ourselves unreserv
edly and faithfully as children of God, the fol
lowers of the Lamb, to winning the present gen
eration of sinners to Christ. At any moment we
may expect the coming of the Lord Christ, even
while we remain alive on earth to be among the
number who Paul says "shall be changed in a
moment, the twinkle of an eye," when the bodies
of the saints of all the ages shall be raised up
and all of us together meet our Lord in the air.
"Amen : Even so, come. Lord Jesus."

SERMON NUMBER XII
CHRIST PROCLAIMED KING OF THE EARTH

Scripture References.

Matt. 24:35-42,

I.

Thess. 4:14-16.
Text. Rev. 11:15. And the seventh angel
sounded; and there followed great voices in
heaven, and they said, The kingdom of the world
is become the kingdom of our Lord, and of his
Christ; and he shall reign for ever and ever.
God created the earth and all that is therein
for the habitation of men in companionship,
partnership and joint rulership with Himself.
God said, "Let us make man in our own image,
and after our likeness (free and responsible be
all
ings) ; and let them have dominion over
the earth" and all that is therein. Adam and
Eve sold themselves, with their interest in the
earth and their dominion over it, to the devil, by
their act of sin against God in obedience to the
serpent, for "He that doeth sin is of the devil."
By the continued choosing of their descendants
the rulership of the devil and his legions has
been continued in the earth through all ages. It
was not God's will that they should know evil at
all. The devil, being thus given possession and
rulership in men and all they possess, claims
that "the earth and the fullness thereof" is his
by the choice and gift of men ; hence his efforts
to destroy Jesus Christ, the Babe of Bethlehem,
the Creator and real Owner. And when they
...
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test conflict in the wildemess, the devil
undertook to buy Christ at a similar small price;
*'Fall down and worship me" once, and I will
give you the world, but Jesus rebuked him say
ing, "Get thee hence, Satan." The devil has un
dertaken to buy off every human soul at very
small prices in all ages, saying by the mouths of
his servants, "This or that little sin will give
you a world of pleasure and be as innocent as
Adam and Eve's eating of the forbidden apples."
Just neglect salvation is all you need do to be
come the partner of the devil ; just a little bit of
neglect of the Lord's soul-saving work. Most of
the human race have sold themselves to Satan
for such small prices. Thus the devil continues
to claim the ownership and mlership over the
human race, the earth and everything in it
through all these years. Tmly, by the over
whelming majority vote of the people, he is
elected dictator of the earth. All the unsaved
people by neglecting salvation continually vote
for him.
The ownership and rulership of the earth
and its inhabitants have been, in all ages, the
bone of contention between Christ, the Creator,
with all His followers on one side, and the devil,
with his deceived followers, slaves to sin with
their false claims to ownership and rulership, on
the other side. It may not sound good to us, and
we may not like to hear it, but the Bible in many
places calls all unsaved people the children of the
devil. I never call them that by my own aua
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thority,

I

only quote what God

says about

it,

as

Jesus said to the sinful Pharisees and Sadducees, "Ye are of your father the devil." Every
human being on earth has the privilege of being
saved from sin through Jesus Christ, who gives
them the power to become the children of God by
receiving Him as their Savior and Lord. Christ's
kingdom within man's soul is the only power
that can keep the devil out. "How shall we es
cape if we neglect so great salvation?" There
is no escape. By merely neglecting to receive
Christ men become the children of the devil.
Many men seem to think they may be saved and
reach heaven by other means, but if they will,
seriously and prayerfully, hear or read God's
word, they will be undeceived and find that
Christ is the only way of salvation.
The devil not only claims the rulership, but
he really is the Lord and Master of the greater
part of the human race, even all who are without
partnership with Jesus Christ. When we read
God's word we see that it says "The earth is the
Lord's and the fulness thereof, the world and
they that dwell therein." In another place it
says that "We brought nothing into this world
and it is certain we can carry nothing out."
Hear the words of the great Apostle Paul in
Romans 14:7, 8, "For none of us liveth to him
self, and no man dieth to himself. For whether
we live, we live unto the Lord, or whether we die,
we die unto the Lord : whether we live therefore,
We may refuse His
or die, we are the Lord's."
we
but
belong to Him ; we may try
yet
rulership,
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away from Him, but we are all His peo
and
are always in His presence, either as
ple,
obedient children of God or rebels against Him,
serving the devil and being deceived by him.
There is no other choice for human beings, and
we have to take one or the other whether we
want to do so or not. Merely to neglect serving
Christ is the one fatal sin. Christ said, "He that
gathereth not with me, scattereth abroad."
Many people, deceived by the devil, say,
"This piece of property is mine. I have a deed
to it ; this home is mine, no one has any claim on
it; it's mine, I will do as I please with it. Every
day that I stay on earth is mine, to live my own
life as I choose, go where I please, and do what I
please as long as I keep out of jail. And when
the Sabbath day comes, none of God's churches
has any claim on me to attend worship, for this
is the only day that I have to do this, that or the
other," contradicting the Bible which says it is
the Lord's day for worship, with His very urg
ent command through Paul "Not forsaking the
assembling of yourselves together." He has ap
pointed it for worship, as a means of saving all
men who were purchased by His Son's blood on
the cross. While on His soul saving mission,
"As Christ's custom was. He went into the syna
gogue on the Sabbath day" for worship. Let no
one deceive himself into believing that he is a
child of God when his selfish custom is just the
opposite from that of Christ. All days are the
Lord's and He may not give us another day to
live. But many people choose to have their own
to

get
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ways instead of Christ's way. Satan wants no
other service, for by so doing they wilfully ac
cept "the wages of sin (which) is death."
A man's land was very productive and he
had more crops than his bams could hold.
"What shall I do?" he says, "I will tear down
my old bams and build greater ones and store
up my goods and will eventually retire and take
life easy." "But God said unto him. Thou fool,
this night thy soul shall be required of thee, then
whose shall those things be which thou hast pro
vided?" He was only put into partnership with
God to use it, in the way God Himself directed.
Neither property nor time belongs to any man,
except in partnership with God. When Jesus
"set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot
on the land," He declared, "There shall be time
no longer."
He is beginning the final settlement
of the dispute over the ownership and mlership
of the earth by the last series of seven judgment
plagues, which follow to a final consummation of
all things.
In all ages, by the Lord's judgments, He has
removed the hopelessly incurable inhabitants
from parts of the earth to promote His own wise
purposes. We note some of them as follows :
1. The flood swept the earth clean, leaving

but Noah and his family.
The land of Goshen, the best part of
Egypt, was cleared of its idolatrous inhabitants
by peacefully moving the natives to other parts
of the realm by the hand of God through Joseph
His faithful servant as His agent, to provide a

none

2.
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home for the Hebrews, the descendants of Abra
ham, for four hundred years to promote His
purpose in fulfilling His promise to that Pa
triarch.
3. In answer to the prayers of the Hebrews
in Egypt, in due season Christ met Moses at the
Burning Bush, and through him as His spokes
man, executed His judgment on Pharaoh and the
Egyptians ; and revealed himself to the Hebrews
as a "Pillar of cloud by day and fire by night"
to lead the entire nation out of Egypt. For
forty years, Christ, in "the pillar of fire," led
them on to Canaan, and going before them,
helped them to execute His judgments against
the incurable and cruel idolatrous tribes of Ca
naan, that goodly land, and to possess it them
selves in fulfillment of His covenant with Abra
ham.
4. Ancient pagans and paganism, which
dominated our own America and Europe as well
as other parts of the world, have been exten
sively removed from the earth to advance the
Kingdom of Christ.
5. The first judgment revealed by the open
ing of the seventh seal with Christ's appearance
at His altar in heaven, offering up the prayers of
all the saints, results in the destruction of the
third part of the earth and its inhabitants. Cer
tainly that destruction has not taken place yet,
and it is foolish for mortal men to guess when
and how it will occur, but our Lord Christ in His
word teaches us that it may come at any unex
pected time and urges all people to prepare for
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to watch and be ready.
We note that it says that the rest of the peo
ple left on earth "repented not." None of us is
expected to understand all the detailed account
as given in the vision recorded in Revelation, 8th
and 9th chapters, of these judgment plagues to
be enacted in the future.
Christ, as supreme King, is proclaimed by
the great voices in heaven, in charge of the whole
earth to continue to execute His future Judg
ments, until He has completely destroyed "the
works of the devil."
The disposition of devil-possessed people is to
grow harder in heart as they see people suffering
the penalties of their sins. They are often led
by false teachers to believe that God is to blame
for all the miseries and deaths of people. Just
the opposite is true. A person recently said to
me, "God has been mighty good to me," and I re
plied, "Yes, that is true, and He has been just as
good to everybody else as He has to you." He
is no respecter of persons and is not partial to
any human being. He is just as good to every
one of us as we will let Him be. The value which
God places on every soul in the world leads me to
believe that He keeps the Door of mercy open
till the last person has had ample time to receive
Christ, and be saved. Brother, haven't you had
plenty of time? If you miss heaven and land in
hell today who will be to blame? Your answer
will be seen by you on record in God's "Book of

it,

Remembrance," following this
in the

same

book.

sermon on

record

SERMON NUMBER XIII
THE STAR AND THE SUN-CLAD MOTHER OP

CHRIST

Scripture References to be read: Rev. 22:16,
John 1:3, Job 38:1-7, Numb. 24:16, 17, Isaiah
9 :6, Psalms 84 :11, Mai. 4 :2, II. Peter 1 :19, Acts
26:13-15, Exodus 24:8, Jeremiah 3:14 and 20.
Texts: Matthew 2:1-2. Behold wise men,
from the east came to Jermalem, saying, Where
IS he that is bom King of the Jews?
For we saw
his STAR in the east, and are come to worship
him. Rev. 12:1-5. And a great sign was seen
in heaven, a woman arrayed with the SUN, and
the MOON under her feet, and upon her head a
crown of twelve STARS, and she was with child;
and she cHeth out, travailing in birth, and in
And she brought
pain to be delivered
forth a man child, who is to rule all the nations
with a rod of iron: and her child was caught up
.

unto

God,

.

.

unto His throne.

Now let

carefully study the words in our
scripture text found in Matthew 2:1, 2, "Behold
wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, ask
ing, Where is he that is bom King of the Jews?
us

his star in the east, and are come to
worship him." This brings to our minds the
fact that this star was called bright, and it was
so great that the Gentile men who were seeking
a king to worship saw it in the far eastem coun
try, and came to worship Him. It is very evi
dent that it could have been seen by seekers in
125
For

we saw
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any other far-off

country, whether Gentile

or

Jew, if its people had been seeking to find Him,
that they might worship Him. Hence the Christ

being the Savior of all men, these three wise men
are important witnesses. After giving their tes
timony of seeing this deity star in their far-off
Gentile country and recognizing Him as the
King and Savior whom they should worship, and
after finding Him and worshipping Him, the
Babe Christ in Bethlehem, they had finished
their work in proclaiming Christ to the world as
the Savior of the entire world, both Gentiles and
Jews.
In Rev. 22 :16 Jesus tells us the name of that
Bright and Morning star in these words, "I am
the root and the offspring of David, and the
bright and morning star." This is the only star
called the bright star in the Bible. The stars in
the spiritual world are spiritual and this star
Christ is bright like the sun.
In John 1:3, we are told that "all things
were made by him, and without him was not
anything made that hath been made," (includ
ing the sun) ; and in Job 38 : 1-7, the Lord spoke
to Job, saying, "Where wast thou when I laid the
foundations of the earth
whereupon were
the foundations thereof fastened? Or who laid
the comer stone thereof; when the morning stars
sang together, and all the sons of God shouted
for Joy?" evidently rejoicing over Christ's
creating the Earth, and the man and woman
which He created in His own likeness. In Numb.
.

.

.

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

127

24:16, 17, God said, "There shall come forth a
star out of Jacob and a sceptre shall rise out of
Israel
And break down (destroy) all the
sons of tumult," the wicked.
This star can be
none other than Christ.
"For this purpose was
the Son of God manifested, that he might de
stroy the works of the devil." 1 John 3 :8.
And in Malachi 4 :2, God says, "But unto you
that fear my name shall the sun, (the great star
or sun that gives light to the heavenly creatures)
arise with healing in his wings." Christ is the
only healer for soul, mind or body the world has
had or ever will have. Hence this sun can be
none other than Christ.
In Acts 26:13-15 Paul says, "At midday, 0
King, I saw in the way a light from heaven,
above the brightness of the sun, shining round
me and them that journeyed with me.
And
Paul said. Who art thou. Lord? And he said, I
Thus we see
am Jesus whom thou persecutest."
Jesus the deity Sun even brighter than the ma
terial sun which He created.
Moses, while in Midian, was led of God to be
hold a great wonder in seeing the Bright Star
like the Sun, like fire, in a bush, appearing to
him in a way that he might come near enough to
talk to his Maker, the Creator of the Earth: and
here God commissioned Moses to go into Egypt,
as His spokesman, to deliver the slave nation,
the Hebrews, from Egypt, and lead them to Ca
naan; and Moses consented to go, when the Lord
said, "Certainly I will be with thee."
.

.

.

.

.
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When Moses and his brother Aaron

in
Egypt, they were encouraged by seeing that the
fire had moved from the bush and had become as
a "pillar of fire" by night, in fulfillment of God's
romise to be with them. It was seen sometimes
ehind the moving Hebrew nation, protecting
them from the pursuing armies, and at other
times moving before them, guiding them
through the wilderness; and was never out of
their sight as stated in Exodus 40 :38. "For the
cloud of the Lord was upon the tabernacle by
day, and fire (like a star) was on it by night, in
the sight of all the house of Israel, throughout
all their journeys." The above statement is made
as a fact because it is reasonable to conclude that
since Paul in 1 Cor. 10:4, says, "They did all
eat" and drink "of that spiritual rock that fol
lowed them; and that rock was Christ" who
named himself "the bright and morning star"
Would we not be untrue to honest reasoning and
to the word of God, if we did not conclude that
this star continues to lead His people for the su
preme purpose of bringing them to their Savior;
the identical spiritual deity Christ appearing
over Bethlehem to enter into the man child bom
of Mary, and thereby constitute Emmanuel, the
Son of God, and the Son of Man in one person?
In Jer. 3:14 and 20, God says to Israel: "I
As a wife treacher
am married to you.
her
husband, so have ye
ously departeth from
with
dealt treacherously
me, 0 house of Israel,
saith the Lord." The Hebrew church is re...

were
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ferred to in many places in the Scriptures as the
wife of God and when her members forsook God
and prostituted themselves to idols in worship,
they were called "adulterers."
In Exodus 24 :3-7, Moses in obedience to God
erected an altar of worship unto Him and placed
"twelve pillai-s, according to the twelve tribes of
Israel" to be the witness to the covenant, and
God handed down to Moses His book of the cov
enant, marriage ceremony between Himself and
His people. Moses "took the Book of the Cove
nant and read it in the audience of the people;
and they said. All that the Lord hath spoken will
Thus the marriage
we do, and be obedient."
was performed, and the covenant made before
the altar of God which Moses had built. The
twelve witnesses to it represent the twelve tribes
of Israel.
But the saddest thing of all is that the people
broke their marriage covenant (church vows)
and brought upon themselves all the trouble, sor
row and despair which they suffered thereafter.
A more distressing thing to us is that many peo
ple of this generation�who have vowed to God
that they have forsaken the devil and all his
works, and the sinful desires of the fiesh, pro
fessing to accept Jesus Christ as their Savior
and Lord, that they might be evermore in part
nership with Him, and that He shall be their
Bridegroom forever in heaven now are treat
ing that marriage covenant as a mere nothing.
Millions of people are committing spiritual for�
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nication, adultery as God called it, letting some
thing else rule in their hearts instead of God.
This great church revealed in the likeness
of "a woman arrayed with the sun," the wife of
God, was crying out in travail to bring forth the
"man child, who is to rule all the nations." That
was the chief agonizing cry in prayer of the He
brew people, as they prayed for the coming of
the promised Savior; in all previous centuries,
they were always crying out for the coming of
their Messiah.
As prophesied in Isaiah 9:6, and Micah 5:2,
Christ the man child, who is to rule all the na
tions was born in Bethlehem of Judea.
The second sign observed in our text is "A
great red Dragon having seven heads and ten
horns, and upon his head seven crowns." The
devil incarnate in Herod, the tool of the Beastly
World Ruler Caesar Augustus, "Stood before the
that he might devour the child as
woman
he
soon as
was brought forth."
"Then Herod
was exceedingly wrath and sent forth, and
slew all the male children there were in Bethle
from two years old and under." Now,
hem
dear friends, that same devil is present for the
same purpose every time a babe is bom.
He is
always ready to use the parents, neighbors and
other people to lead them into sin and onto the
road to hell with himself. Thus he continues his
deadly work in every generation, undertaking to
iestroy them all. And the saddest thing about
it is that the devil is getting the most of them.
.

.

.

.

.
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The broad road that leads to destruction is filled
with them, and only a few ever enter into heav
en.

In Rev. 12:5, the Sun-Clad woman Mother
Church "brought forth a man child." Christ
always referred to Himself as "Son of Man"
(Adam) and "Son of God" and never as son of
woman or son of Mary. He called her "woman."
In Matt. 12:47-50, He said: "Who is my moth
er? And who are my brethren? And he stretched
forth his hand toward his disciples, and said. Be
hold, my mother and my brethren. For whoso
ever shall do the will of my Father which is in
heaven, the same is my brother, and sister, and
mother." The spiritual relationship between
God and man is supreme. He claims the Jewish
Church, to which Mary and all the other children
of God belonged, as His Mother, and Mary was
included as one with all the other saved ones in
His Father's family, the True Church of God
of all ages.
�

�

SERMON NUMBER XIV
THE WAR IN heaven AND ON EARTH

Scripture References: Isaiah 14:12-15,
Luke 10:17-20, Rev. 12, Eph. 2:2-6, 10-18.

Text: Rev. 12 :7-ll. And there was war in
heaven: Michael and his angels going forth to
war with the Dragon; and the Dragon warred
with his angels; and they prevailed not, neither
was their place found any more in heaven. And
the great Dragon was cast down, the old serpent,
he that is called the Devil and Satan, the deceiv
er of the whole world, he was cast down to the
earth, and his angels (The third part of the
Stars Angels rebels were cast down with
him). (Verses 9 and 10 describe the war con
And they overcome
tinuing on the earth).
him (the Dragon) because of the blood of the
Lamb, because of the word of their testimony;
and they loved not their life even unto death.
We are told in the gospel of John 1:3 that
"All things were made by Christ." And it is
abundantly evident that He created all the holy
angels, as well as Adam and Eve, with free
moral agency, with full power of choice between
good and evil; and He vested each individual
with absolute personal responsibility for the re
sults of his choice. "Lucifer, the Day Star, son
of the morning," an archangel, chose to rebel
against God and boasted, saying, "I will be like
the Most High." He is identified in Rev. 12:4
as the dragon whose "tail drew the third part of
132
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the stars

(angels) of heaven" with him in his
rebellion, endeavoring to reach the height of his
ambition by force, thus producing war in heaven
as revealed in our Scripture lessons and text.
Lucifer's name was changed as his character
changed from "Day Star, son of the morning"
brightly reflecting God's light, to dragon, "The
old Serpent, he that is called the Devil and Sa
tan." He is referred to by Christ in John 14 :30,
thus: "For the prince of this world cometh, and
hath nothing in me."
Michael led forth the remaining two-thirds,
the loyal angels of all ranks, to war against the
Dragon and his angels, and by the power of their
Creator the Almighty God, cast them out into
the earth. Isaiah, in prophesying against the
King of Babylon, compared the king's fall to
that of Lucifer, thus in Isaiah 14:12-15, we
read, "How art thou fallen from heaven, 0 Luci
For
fer, (Day Star) son of the morning!
thou saidst in thine heart, I will ascend into
heaven, I will exalt my throne above the stars
(angels) of God; and I will sit also upon the
I
Mount (throne) of the congregation,
will ascend above the heights of the clouds; I
will be like the Most High. Yet thou shalt be
brought down to hell, to the uttermost parts of
the pit." Cast "into everlasting fire prepared
for the devil and his angels" as Jesus said in
Matt. 25:41, and as stated in Rev. 20:10, "And
.
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In Luke 10:17, 18, "The seventy returned
with joy, saying. Lord, even the devils are sub
ject to us in thy name, and Jesus said unto them,
I beheld Satan as Lightning fallen from heav
en." Here Jesus tells us plainly where Satan
came from.
No man need guess about the Bible
words, if he will use it as a Holy Bible and not
skip parts of it as holes to be shy of. Both the
holy angels and the fallen angels are mentioned
in the Scripture as being of different ranks. Let
us observe in Eph. 2:1, 2, "And you hath he
quickened; (made alive) who were dead in tres
passes and sins; wherein, in times past ye walk
ed according to the course of the world, accord
ing to the prince of the power of the air," "the
prince of this world." John 14 :30. Eph. 6 :1018, "Finally, be strong in the Lord, and in the
strength of his might. Put on the whole armor of
God, that ye may be able to stand against the
wiles of the devil. For we wrestle not against
flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the dark
ness, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places." So, Satan leads his king
"Abaddon" referred to in the ninth chapter of
Revelation, and Prince "Beelzebub" and his oth
er devil princes
leading their legions of devils
of lower ranks in perpetual war against God
and all mankind. So far the reference to War
in Heaven plainly states that only angels were
taking part in the fighting. "Michael and his
angels going forth to war with the dragon ; and
�

�
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the dragon warred and his angels; and they pre
vailed not, neither was their place found any
"The angels which kept not
more in heaven."
their first estate, but left their own habitation,
etc.", Jude 6, thus became the legions of devils.
Evidently the effort was made to elevate Luci
fer, a creature, to the level of Christ, the Crea
tor, and, failing in their plans, the devil and all
his angels were cast out of heaven into the earth.
Evidently, this was before Adam and Eve were
created, because the devil was in the earth, and
in the form of the old serpent made a bold
strike at God's most precious jewel Man, made
in God's image soon after Adam was created.
This was Satan's only hope of wreaking ven
geance on God. He gained a disastrous victory
over the first man and his descendants in their
willful obedience to him in their acts of disobe
dience to God; they sold themselves "under sin"
to Satan as "Servants of sin."
Then began the war on earth between right
and wrong, led by the same forces which led the
war in heaven.
Every descendant of Adam is
It is in progress now and
ever involved in it.
shall be continued until the final judgment,
when the devil and all his followers ^angels and
men
are conquered and shall have met their
fate as stated in Rev. 20:10. "And the devil
which deceived them was cast into the lake of
fire and brimstone, where the beast and false
prophets are, and shall be tormented for ever
�

�

�
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and ever."
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Satan's plans and purposes have always been
to imitate the Almighty God in every way pos
sible. Especially as God was to be incarnate in
the Man Christ Jesus, the Lord of heaven and
earth and put His spirit into all His followers.
So, Satan sought by deceitful promises to be in
carnated in all of the rtvonarchs of earth and
transform them into beastly ivorld rulers.^ It
was his plan to enthrone himself, his own spirit,
in the bodies of human beings and work through
them as his tools. The devil knocked at the door
of the heart of the first woman, and he was ad
mitted, and then with the spirit of the devil in
the mother's heart, it was very easy to get into
the heart of her firstborn child. This is true of
all unsaved mothers of all ages. Christ en
throned in the hearts of mothers and fathers is
the best possible insurance against the devil de
stroying their children.
Our attention is called to the shape and ap
pearance of the old Dragon; it reads "there was
a great red dragon having seven
seen
heads and ten horns." Now, my friends, that is
The Almighty's plan was to
very significant.
in
the man child, and the man
His
abode
take up
child should be King of all the earth.
The devil in mockery comes out into the bat
tlefield of the world, leading his Beastly World
Rulers as his sons and enemies of the true King
of the earth, Jesus Christ, in the all-time world
�

...
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"A great red (bloodthirsty)
dragon, having seven heads and ten horns, and
upon his head seven crowns." In Rev. 17:9-12,
his incarnation in men is described as follows,
"The seven heads are seven mountains
The ten horns
and they are seven kings
These are
that thou sawest are ten kings."
included among his many beastly world rulers in
action as his servants throughout all the years
of the existence of the human race on earth, and
so much in evidence in the books of Revelation
and Daniel.
The strategy of the devil is far reaching. He
struck first in the home of Adam and Eve. In
the homes of men is where he has been striking
most destructively ever since. That's where he
is doing his most deadly work, and if he can, in
any way, keep mother, father and children from
being saved by Jesus Christ, keep them from the
true worship of Christ in His churches one time
when they should be there, the devil has gained a
victory. And by continually leading them to
neglect "this great salvation" by absenting
themselves from the altars of worship, as God
commanded to be observed regularly on His ap
pointed Sabbath days, he is bringing most of
them to wreckage on earth and to the eternal
miseries of hell.
Matt. 10:36, Jesus says, "A man's foes shall
be they of his own household." Any parent or
brother not gathering children to Christ is their
enemy, scattering them abroad to Satan.

the "man child"

as
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I read a few years ago in one of our papers,
that in one of the far western states there was a
desperate outlaw at large with $2,000 reward
offered for his capture dead or alive. His broth
er who was half Indian went after him and
brought him back slain, and accepted the re
ward. That incident shocks us all. But all par
ents who drift along, being "conformed to this
world," are failing to bring their children up as
they are commanded in "the nurture and admo
nition of the Lord." They are selling their chil
dren out for less than $2,000 when they stay
away from Christ's altars of worship in His
churches, especially on the Sabbath, God's ap
pointed day, to drive away on a picnic or some
other outing. But so many parents are doing
that very thing thoughtlessly and then wonder
why so many children go wrong.
Let us now consider God's plan of saving
Adam's sinful race. Christ came to live in the
Man of Galilee to be our elder brother. Sur
rendering Himself to the penalty of the law. He
tasted death for every man, taking His place on
the cross in order to save all men from eternal
death in hell, which is their just penalty for sin.
Christ's redeeming love may be illustrated
by the following Oriental story of twin brothers.
One of the young men by faithful service to his
king had gained his implicit confidence and was
appointed prime minister by the king, and was
entrusted with the government seal to be used on
legal documents as the binding acts of the king
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His twin brother living in a far off
province and unknown to the king, had led an
insurrection. He had been captured and was
being held in prison under the death sentence,
awaiting the stamp of the king's seal on the or
der for execution. His brother, knowing that it
might cost him his own life, wearing his royal
uniform, and with seal in his hand to pass him
by the guards, gained admission into the cell
with the prisoner at night. After stamping the
seal on his brother's written and signed oath of
loyalty to the king, as agreed upon, he then
placed it on the uniform printed and signed roy
al order for a full pardon for the prisoner. They
exchanged clothes that the prisoner might pass
the guards in the royal uniform, and the prime
minister, wearing his brother's ragged clothes,
used the seal to pass himself to freedom. Wear
ing the unsightly clothes, and weeping bitterly,
with the seal in his outstretched hand surrend
ering it to the king, he related all the facts to the
king and then said, "0 King! I love my erring
twin brother well enough to die for him ; I am a
Christian and ready to go home to heaven, and
I fear that he is not. God's will and your will,
not mine be done." Very soon the pardoned
prisoner was seated beside his savior, prime
minister brother, both accepted alike in the ser
vice of the king and both wearing the royal court
uniform. "Though He (Christ) was rich, yet
for your sakes he became poor, that ye through
his poverty might become rich," even to wear
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the heavenly uniform, sit with Him on His
throne and reign with Him for ever and ever.
"And there were given to the woman (moth
er church) the two wings of the great eagle,"
"I, (the Lord) , bear you on eagle's wings." Ex.
19 :4 "that she might fly into the wildemess, un
to her place, where she is nourished ('times' in
definite)." The infant mother church was bora
in the family ^Itar worship during the offering
of the sacrificial lambs by the believing He
brews, on the last night before taking their flight
She was hotly pursued by the
out of Egypt.
dragon the devil incarnate in Pharaoh, the
beastly world ruler, pouring out of his mouth
the "flood" of orders to his armies to capture
"And the earth helped the wo
or destroy her.
man," God's church, "and opened up her mouth"
in the Red Sea and swallowed up the flood of
armies of the Egyptians pursuing her.
Again we see the same dragon devil, incar
nate in Ahab, another beastly world mler, pour
ing out of his mouth a raging "flood" of orders
to his officers to slay all the prophets of the Liv
ing God in the Mother Church, while they were
fleeing from her pursuers into the wildemess
hiding places. And in 1 King 19:4-10 and 18
we see the saintly Elijah "under a juniper tree;
and he requested for himself that he might die
(saying) and I, even I only, am left; and
(And
they seek my life, to take it away.
the Lord said) Yet I have left me seven thou
sand in Israel, all the knees which have not bow
ed unto Baal, and every mouth which hath not
�
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kissed him." In answer to the prayer of all
these, with Elijah leading the prayer, as God's
recorded spokesman, the earth again "helped the
woman
(Mother Church) and "opened her
mouth and swallowed up," by means of three
years and six months' drouth, a very large part
of that generation of idolatrous Israel. Those
destroyed included Ahab, Jezebel, all the devilpossessed prophets of Baal and many others,
constituting a great "flood" of God's enemies
who had been endeavoring to destroy His
Church.
Then God's altars were re-established, and
the land of Israel which had been made deso
late like a wildemess, both spiritually and ma
terially was again nourished and made to
flourish and blossom as a rose.
When the "Man Child" was bom to the Moth
er Church, the old Serpent lost no time, being
himself incamate in Herod, the tool of the
Beastly World Ruler, Caesar Augustus, "was
exceedingly wrath, and sent forth, and slew all
the male children that were in Bethlehem, and
in all the borders thereof from two years old and
under." Evidently the "flood" of wrathful
words pouring out of his mouth was like a
threatening river.
God the Father of the "Man Child" sends
Mary and Joseph, His chosen nurses of His only
begotten Son, into Egypt, and later into obscuri
ty in Nazareth, using it as a wilderness hiding
place, till the fullness of time came for Him to
enter into His office of High Priest. Then the
�

�
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devil redoubled his fiendish endeavors to destroy
Him and all His followers, and, finding Ju(kLS a
cheap tool, used him and other devil-possessed
men, even a great mob with angry cries like a
great flood pouring out of their mouths saying,
"Crucify Him !" They did not believe the word
of the prophets, that Crucifying Him would re
sult in the redemption of the entire race.
The great shepherd of the sheep having been
nailed to the Cross and the persecution of His
followers growing more severe, Christ's Spiritfilled witnesses were soon scattered throughout
the Roman Empire. And as Christ had prom
ised, saying, "Lo, I am with you always, even
unto the end of the world" He was ever present
working His miracles through them and for
them.
I refer to one notable instance. Devil-pos
sessed men in Philippi became enraged because
07te soul had been delivered from sin under the
preaching of Paul and Silas: "And the multi
tude rose up together against them; and the
magistrates rent their clothes" in a satanic rage,
pouring out of their mouths a flood of orders
"to beat them with rods." And the jailer "made
their feet fast in the stocks." Again "The earth
helped the woman" (God's Church) by an earth
quake, tearing the prison open, removing the
stocks from His messengers, saving a whole
family that very night and establishing a new
Church congregation in Philippi.
As God's church grew throughout the Ro
man Empire, the devil-possessed beastly world
rulers became more and more fierce in their per-
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secutions ; making great sport of feeding live
Christian men and women to wild beasts as a
great show. Pompeii at that time was a city of
about 30,000 population, and a popular pleas
ure resort patronized largely by the rulers and
rich people from all parts of the Roman Empire.
They built, near the center of it, one of the big
gest amphitheaters on earth, with the embank
ments made of stone and earth, containing huge
iron cages, like dens for the wild beasts. Its
seating capacity was estimated at 100,000 and
as I walked over its well-preserved ruins in J uly,
1910, and looked into those empty stone dens
and studied every feature of it, I am sure the
seating capacity was not overestimated.
Under Nero, one of the most ferocious, beast
world
rulers in the history of the world, very
ly
many devout Christians suffered martyrdom in
that arena to furnish sport for the devil-possess
ed people, rich and poor. This horrible sport
was still in progress when Titus came into pow
er.
History records the date as follows, "It was
during the reign of Titus, August 24, 79 A. D."
that again, "the earth helped the woman
( Christ's bride the church ) ." With a series of
earthquakes and a tremendous eruption, old Ve
suvius poured a river of lava over the entire city
of Pompeii, burning up thousands of the people
while engaged in their hideous beastly sports.
For several centuries the larger part of the
monarchs of the countries of the known world
were Anti-Christs.
They persecuted the true
unto
death: and the Christians in
Christians
�>

�
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those countries suffered many forms of persecu
tions while praying to God for deliverance, until
He answered their prayers by opening up North
America as a place of refuge.
In the United States there has never been a
world ruler who persecuted Christians. This is
one place where the children of God have been
permitted to worship and carry on their Chris
tian work without interference of beastly world
rulers. Let us all thank God for it and pray that
it may ever be so to the end of time.
"And they overcome him (the dragon) be
cause of the blood of the Lamb, because of the
word of their testimony." For "The blood of
Jesus Christ his Son cleanseth us from all sin."
And "Ye (and we) are the temple of God, and
the Spirit of God dwelleth in you (and in us)."
1 Cor. 3 :16. "I will bring forth my servant the
and I will remove the iniquity of
branch,
that land in one day.
Not by might, nor
by power, but by my Spirit, saith the Lord of
hosts." Zech. 3:8 to 4:6. These Scriptures
present to us very clearly our Lord's plan and
methods of warfare "in all this glorious war" of
all ages. By these all His followers, including
angels and people, have fought and conquered in
the past and shall continue to fight and conquer
in the future until "Death is swallowed up in
victory;" and all the redeemed and glorified
hosts of heaven shout together saying, "0 death,
where is thy sting? 0 grave where is thy vic
tory?" "Thanks be to God, which giveth us the
victory through our Lord Jesus Qxrist."
.
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SERMON NUMBER XV
THE BEAST NUMBER

Scripture

References.

Rev.

666

13, Rev. 17:9-

17, Dan. 8.
Text Rev. 13 :18. Here is wisdom. Let him
that hath understanding count the number of
the beast: for it is the number of a nmn: and his
number is six hundred sixty-six.
The instructions which God gave to Adam
and Eve before they sinned indicate that it was
His purpose that He should be their all wise
father, and that they. His children, should be in
partnership and joint rulership with Him in
perfect happiness all through the ages of the
world. They were given possession of and "do
minion over" everything in the earth except one
tree
the knowledge of good and evil which
was forbidden on the penalty of death.
Having
been given free moral agency, which carried
with it personal responsibility for the choice
which they made, when the temptations of the
devil came to Adam and Eve they yielded and
disobeyed God, thus dissolving their partnership
and rulership with God, thereby selling them
selves with all their inherent rights in the earth
to Satan putting themselves under his control.
This disaster was the beginning of all the trou
bles that have ever come to the human race. I
�

�

have been asked many times why God permitted
such a disaster to overtake His people. May I
answer it by asking three other questions to be
answered by the inquirer?
145
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Were it better that God had not created
man at all and that you and I had no existence,
than to be as we are? Everyone of us saved ones
would say. No.
2. Were it better that God had created a be
ing called man with such a nature and condition
that he must run like the machinery in a clock
and always do exactly what his maker desired
I do not think there is a human be
or planned?
ing who will say that He should have done that.
3. Or, is it better as it is as God revealed
it in His Bible, creating man in His own like
ness with a mind, having will power and reason
ing faculties ; with absolute personal free moral
agency to choose for himself the right or the
wrong and bear all the responsibilities himself
for the results? Thus every human being can
plainly understand that when he chooses to fol
low God and receive His blessings and rewards
it is the result of his own choice. And likewise
those who rebel against God to follow Satan and
their own wills and thereby land in eternal tor
ment will know that they themselves only are to
blame and not God. This is a very clear and logi
cal answer to the question. Why God permitted
the fall of man? It is unthinkable that a man
could have been created other than under one of
these three conditions.
Because of the devil's rulership within peo
ple, in all ages, there have been altars built for
devil worship through fear of the devils. Ig
norant people believe that they might appease
1.

�
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the wrath of these devils by doing things to bribe
them.
A few people like Enoch, Methuselah and
some others, by the help of God, overcame their
temptations and were saved prior to the days of
Noah. But the mass of the human race under
the pressure of the tempter yielded, and at the
time of Noah, all were incurable slaves of the
devil except Noah and his family. Noah
answered the call of God giving him instruc
tions to preach repentance unto them, offering
them salvation, and at the same time to build an
ark in preparation for the great flood; but that
generation of people had given themselves so
completely to the devil that the net results of the
preaching of Noah for one hundred and twenty
years was the salvation of seven other persons
beside Noah himself, and they were of his own
family, which made the new beginning of the
human race. After the flood the race multiplied,
and God continued to call all the people to for
sake the devil and to be saved by Him, and
thereby to be restored to partnership and ruler
ship with Him in the earth.
Abram later changed to Abraham in the land
of Ur of the Chaldees answered His call, and
obeyed the voice of God which led him to the land
of Canaan and in his journeys he met the High
Priest of God, Melchizedek, and worshipped God,
paying tithes, thus recognizing God's ownership
of the earth.
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And God gave to him a severe test, saying,
"Take now thy son
Isaac
and get
thee into the land of Moriah ; and offer him there
for a burnt offering." Abraham had all prepa
rations completed, with his son bound on the al
tar, and with the knife uplifted ready to com
plete the act of obedience to God, when "The an
and said.
gel of the Lord called unto him
Lay not thy hand upon the lad, etc." Thus
Abraham acknowledged God's absolute owner
ship of his substance, himself and his son. Oh !
what a pity that all the people of this earth do
not freely recognize God's ownership of them
selves, and all they possess, and obey God and
enter into partnership with Him, both in owner
ship and rulership, and thereby merit being
called the friends of God, as Abraham was.
What does the devil pay for your soul while you
falsely claim the ownership of yourself and the
things you possess, denying God's ownership?
Does he fill and blind your soul with mere empty
excuses with which you justify yourself in re
maining condemned in sin instead of being
saved and made a happy child of God?
Joseph in his father's home, surrounded by
several wicked brothers, answered God's call.
He yielded himself to God as a child, and he had
communication with God in dreams. He followed
the voice of God, and was delivered from the
vengeance of his wicked brothers and from Potiphar's prison. He was made God's spokesman
and custodian of Egypt with Pharaoh, thus be
coming the leader and savior of his father's fam.
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ily which grew into
period of 400 years.

a
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And then another man answering the call of
God was Moses in Midian, where he had been
communing with God for forty years. The voice
of the Lord came from a Burning Bush and
talked with him and transformed this man Mo
ses into the spokesman of God.
Through him
God delivered His people out of Egyptian Bond
age and led them to Canaan, fulfilling His cov
enant with Abraham.
In process of time God's people Israel de
manded of God that He should give them a king
to rule over them. Even after God's persistent
warnings their stubborn, unyielding determina
tion persisted, their free moral agency prevailedy and God authorized Samuel to anoint Saul to
be their king; he very soon forsook God and pro
duced a bloody revolution in Israel.
What about the beast number six hundred
sixty-six called a man? Evidently God numbers
all such rulers and their kingdoms in His "book
of remembrance" as it is stated to Belshazzar in
Dan. 5:26. "God hath numbered thy kingdom,
and brought it to an end."
No one mere man ever lived on earth through
all ages with any sort of influence over all na
tions, tribes, peoples and tongues of the earth.
The beast number six hundred and sixty-six re
ferred to in our text is only one of the many dev
il-possessed men, "beastly world rulers" of all
ages who deceived all nations and was wondered
after and worshipped by the people of all na-
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tions, tribes and tongues. Let us search the
Scriptures together and pray God to enable us
to have the "understanding to count the number
of the beast; for it is the number of a man."
"The Lamb (Christ) that hath been slain
from the foundation of the world" was first wor
shipped by Abel presenting to God in worship a
slain lamb, "the firstling of his fiock." The devil
having entered Into Cain, as several centuries
later he entered into Judas, he "was very wroth
and he rose up against his brother and slew
him." Thus the devil transformed the first son
of Adam into number one beastly world ruler,
persecuting and slaying God's true worshippers.
The inhabitants of the earth consisted of the
one family of four persons at that time.
This
ruler
of
slew
one-fourth
the
number
beastly
him
deserve
the
title
making
given above, and,
as the oldest son of his father, he was really heir
to "world rulership."
From that day to this, every man with like
character and actions is certainly numbered in
God's "book of remembrance ;" and He tells John
that the number of the nmne of the nmn on the
throne as the beastly world ruler at that time
was six hundred and sixty-six.
And "He that
hath understanding let him count the number of
the beast." Is God tantalizing us? Is He tell
ing us to do a thing that no man in nearly two
thousand years has found wisdom or under
standing to enable him to do? Surely not. By
much prayer and hard study, I very humbly feel
that God has revealed to me the many plain
.
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truths which I am endeavoring to deliver in this
series of Sermons, and I joyfully give to Him all
the Glory.
We have no reason to doubt at all that Cain
was numher one beastly world ruler and that a
man of scholarly "understanding" by much
prayer, and by the help of God, can tabulate cor
rectly the names of the six hundred and sixtyfour devil-possessed men claiming world ruler
ship, very many of them claiming to be God,
demanding worship from all people with the
threat of death as the penalty for refusing such
demands, to fill in the names between beast No.
1 and beast No. 666.
And many more Beastly World Rulers bear
ing the rmrhs or characteristics as given in the
Scripture of beast number six hundred and six
ty-six, have reigned on earth, committing simi
lar persecutions and slaughters of the true chil
dren of God, since John made that record.
Any average Bible student and historian can
name a long list of such beastly world rulers.
We may point out many of them ; for exam
ple. No. 2 was Nimrod, the founder of Babylon,
the mother of idolatry. Others were among the
kings of ancient Babylon, Babylonia, the Medes
and Persians. A long list of the Pharaohs were
beastly world rulers, increasing the number very
greatly. Ahab and some other kings of Israel,
a very large number of the beastly world rulers
of the Pagan and Papal Roman Empires, and
boastful beastly world rulers of other kingdoms
of the world may be included. In fact, all world
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rulers, small and great whether Jewish, Mo
hammedan, Christian, Papal or Pagan who
have persecuted the true children of God and
put any of them to death because of their faith
or mode of worship, had the characteristics and
�

�

numbered with beast number six hundred
and sixty-six; the Anti-Christ, Satan being in
carnate in them all.
Many instances of Satanic miracles may be
found, but one case will be sufficient to give as a
sample of many: in Egypt when "Aaron cast
down his rod
it became a serpent," and the
magicians, "cast down every man his rod and
they became serpents : but Aaron's rod swallow
ed up their rods." The Anti-Christ in the Beast
ly World Rulers in all ages endeavors to imitate
God's miracles in many ways to deceive the peo
ple, and cause them to worship man, beast,
image or anything but God.
,
Observe (Rev. 13:11) the beast "had two
horns (powers) like unto a lamb, and he spake
as a dragon, and he exerciseth all the authority
of the first beast." "Having ten horns and
seven heads, and on his heads ten diadems." Rev.
13:1. This is very plainly explained in Revela
tion 17:7-12, to mean "ten kings, which have re
ceived no kingdom as yet." These added to 666
makes 676 and so on. We find another clear
explanation of the Beastly World Rulers in Dan
iel, the eighth chapter.
The Lamb of God is the Supreme King of the
earth and all religion, and this beast. No. 666,
with two horns claims two powers; one, the maare
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terial world rulership, as previously described,
and the other, supreme rulership of religion,
imitating the Lamb-Christ. This beast repre
sents all the world rulers who claim to be the
supreme ruler of both state and religion and
persecute unto death any who fail to obey them
in matters of religion.
As this message is the only one in which I
discuss in a general way the mysterious world
ruler beasts of Revelation, I will note in conclu
sion what becomes of this long list of devil-pos
sessed and devil-dominated men who served him
as beastly world rulers from Cain No. 1 to the
Pagan Roman beastly world ruler in power
when John saw and recorded the vision of our
text
the man numbered six hundred sixtysix ; plus the hundreds of similar devil-possessed
and dominated beastly world rulers from that
date to the end of time.
Then the final disposal of the dragon, "that
old serpent called the Devil and Satan," with
all the beastly world rulers and all the peo
ple who bear the mark (character) of the
beast within their foreheads evil designs
stamped in their minds and the "mark in their
right hands," the chief instruments of doing the
wicked works which had been designed by the
spirit of the devil, the Anti-Christ is revealed
in Revelation, 20:10: "The devil that deceived
them was cast into the lake of fire and brim
stone, where the beast and the false prophet are,
and shall be tormented day and night for ever
�

�

�

and ever."

SERMON NUMBER XVI
THE JUDGMENT OF BABYLON THE MOTHER
OP IDOLATRY

Scripture References: Gen. 10:8-10, Gen,
11:4-9, Rev. 14:15, 16, Rev. 15:7, 8.
Text: Rev. 17:5,6, and Rev. 18:20, 21.
Mystery, Babylon, the Great, The Mother of
Harlots and Abominations of the Earth. Ana
I saw the woman drunken with the blood of the
saints, and with the blood of the martyrs of Je
sus
Rejoice over her thou heaven, and ye
saints, ye apostles, and ye prophets; for God
hath judged your judgment on her.
Nearly two thousand years ago Christ said,
.

.

.

the heaven
"When the Son of man cometh
But of that day
and earth shall pass away.
Then shall two
hour
knoweth
no
man.
and
men be in the field, one is taken and the other
left." Paul says in 1 Thess. 4 :16, 17, "The dead
in Christ shall rise first: then we which are
alive, that are left, shall together with them be
caught up in the clouds to meet the Lord in the
air." And "we shall be changed in a moment,
in the twinkling of an eye" and received up into
heaven. The fulfilment of these predictions is
.

.

.

.

.

.

.

in Rev. 14:15, 16. "And he (Christ) that
sat on the cloud cast his sickle upon the earth;
and the earth was reaped." Thus Christ will
reap the harvest of His "Good seed, the chil
dren of the Kingdom" and receive them all "Up
in the clouds to meet the Lord in
together
the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord."

seen

...
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Only "the tares, the children of the evil one"
left on earth, to be harvested as stated in
Rev. 14:17-20. "And the angel cast his sickle
into the earth and gathered the vintage (harvest
of the wicked) of the earth, and cast it into the
great winepress of the wrath of God." This
horrible reaping of the incurable sinners of the
earth, the servants of the beastly world rulers
which we discussed in the preceding sermon, and
the idolaters under the imagery of the great har
lot, the mother of idolatry, before us in this dis
course, is to be executed by the Lord's command
to "seven angels (saying) Go ye and pour out
are

bowls of the wrath of God into the
earth," and, through them, all the works and
followers of the devil are destroyed and the
judgments of God are executed.
God continues to plead with them even until
the end, saying, "come forth out of her, (idola
try) my people, that ye have no fellowship with
her sins, and receive not her plagues." Rev.
18:4. And "they repented not," acting like most
of the people on earth today. They repented not
of their sins. God's method of dealing with the
permanently incurable sinners who are made
such by their own choice is found in many places
in the Scriptures, such as His dealings with the
Egyptians. He sent ten limited plagues on
Egypt as a means of answering the prayers of
His people, the Hebrews, praying to be delivered
from under the murderous bondage to the Egyp
tians; and by these He delivered His people in
the

seven
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body out of Egypt without a Hebrew slaying an
Eg>^ptian, or an Egyptian slaying a Hebrew.
Men's way is to raise rebellion and slaughter
one another, but God's way is to have no such
slaughter, but deliver them by His own power.
"Vengeance is mine, I will repay, saith the
Lord." "I am the Lord, I change not." "Thou
shalt not kill." These Scriptures make it plain
that no man should ever slay another in any
way, except by orders from God in executing His
judgments as recorded in the Bible.

When Sodom had become a veritable death
trap and had swallowed up in sin the family of
Lot, God graciously destroyed it from the earth
lest it should remain a death trap and swallow
up the descendants of Abraham in like manner.
The Scriptures reveal to us God's methods of
warning the curable sinners and executing
judgment on the incurable. He uses such things
as floods, drouths, earthquakes, eruptions of vol
canoes and so forth, over which man has no con
trol, as a means of removing much wickedness
from the earth and making way for His soulsaving work to go forward, sometimes allowing
some of His saved ones to leave the earth through
these disasters and join the happy throng of holy
martyrs in Paradise.
The devil deceives people, using the deaths of
God's people as evidence to prove that sin has
nothing to do with these disasters and charges
them all up to God's eternal plans. Some might
say that there was a screw loose in creation, or
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freak of nature. No; God has never made
a mistake.
Every act He has performed in the
earth since the fall of Adam has been, and ever
shall be, for the salvation of all people.
Another instance is that of God guiding
Joshua in taking possession of Jericho without
shedding human blood, making way for the ex
tension of His kingdom. And still another is
that of Gideon with his three hundred devouft
servants of God delivering the land of Israel by
putting to flight the army of the Midianites,
numbering one hundred and thirty-five thou
sand, without losing a man or slaying a man.
In Rev. 8th and 9th chapters we discussed
the destruction of the one-third part of the earth
and one-third part of the people. We had one
sermon (No. 9) on that and feel that it is made
plain that that was another act of God to save
the people remaining on the earth who might be
led to real repentance. That was another lov
ing, merciful act of God.
Now, we come to consider the vision of the
great adulterous, corrupt woman, being the
mother of all idolatry, false religions and the
abominations of the earth as described in the
Scripture references. The Tower of Babel had
been built under Nimrod's rulership as promp
ted by the devil incarnated in him as one of the
beastly world rulers. The name Babel transla
ted into English means the "Gate to God," the
false way to heaven. Evidently it was intended
to mislead the people into efforts to climb up to
some
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heaven by man's way instead of God's way

through Christ, because God abruptly put a stop
to it, making it impossible for them to continue
building, by confusing their tongues. It is evi
dently the devil's purpose by promoting false
worship, and even formal professions of faith in
Christ without salvation ^to satisfy the people
with a counterfeit religion.
Babylon, the corrupt mother of idolatry, was
bom in the Tower of Babel and begotten of the
Old "Dragon called the Devil and Satan." Nim
rod, one of the beastly world rulers, was their
offspring. He was the founder of the City and
Great Empire called Babylon, the most famous
in history for idolatry, crime and abominations
of earth. Nimrod, from the beginning of his con
quest of the world, in extending his dominions
over tribes and nations, was truly a great hun
ter and slayer of people. Here the Old Red
Dragon trinity is formed, the devil, the false
prophet and the beastly world mler. These,
working together from generation to genera
tion, enlarged their dominion until the city
called Babylon, The Great, grew to be seventyfive miles in circumference and the empire
�

�

claimed the whole world in its domain. But
through past centuries God's judgments against
her from time to time have wrecked her and de
stroyed her material grandeur and greatness.
and idolatrous worshippers, false prophets,
beastly world rulers with all their followers,
bearing their mark character Sin, are fal
len, fallen" and brought to Judgment; and in de�

�
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struction
hell.

are

wiped off

the face of the Earth into

They have brought forth millions of gods for
people to worship, to blind their eyes and deaden
their consciences. They have said unto men,
"Let your conscience, instead of Christ within,
be your guide." They have organized thousands
of false religions for the same purpose just
anything at all to keep the people from seeking
Christ, the Only Physician who can cure the lep
�

rosy of sin.

The

nearer

like the Christian

re

ligion they are made, just barely leaving out
Christ, the Deity, Savior, the more deadly they
In this class is Mohammed, the arch fiend
are.
who included much of the Old Testament Scrip
tures in the Koran, and claimed Christ as one of
the lesser prophets under himself. His follow
ers with their armies have slaughtered millions
of professed Christians in endeavoring to con
vert them from the

name

of Christian into the

of Mohammedan.
Satan ruling in the minds and hearts of
the many beastly world rulers has blinded them
to the truth of God's word that "the earth is the
Lord's, and the fullness thereof, the world and
they that dwell therein." They covet for them
selves dominion over both the earth and the peo
ple, and because of their false belief they have
organized vast armies of deceived men and
fought among themselves, slaughtering millions
and millions of people in their efforts to extend
their dominion and ownership in the earth
which belonged to none of them, but truly bename

�
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only. Christ tells us in
Luke 12:20, that God said to one boastful, pros
perous man, "Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee, and then whose shall these
things be?" Thus has God been saying to all

longs

to God and to Him

the idolaters of covetousness in all ages of the
world.
The idol, coveteousness, has shed much blood
through the action of bandits, robbers, thieves
and other criminals who coveted things not
their own, and who have slain many people in
their efforts to obtain them. It is all summed
up in Rev. 18 :24 : "And in her is found the blood
of prophets, and of saints, and of all that have
been slain upon the earth."
Every one of us knows that we "Brought
nothing into this world and it is certain that we
can carry nothing out," and none of us dares to
boast that we will continue on the earth another
day without God's help. The Bible is true in
saying to us that "every good gift and every
perfect gift cometh down from God" to us;
therefore, every one of us should realize that the
most foolish thing we can possibly do is to shut
out of our hearts and lives Christ our Creator,
our Preserver, our Redeemer, our rightful Lord
and Ruler, our only hope for continued life on
the earth and in heaven. Thus it is evident that
when we allow anything to get between us and
Christ, to rule in our lives and in any way to in
terfere with or hinder our devotion and service
to Him, any such object is a destructive idol.
It may be a baby girl, as in one instance which
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I have observed. Her father and mother both
were members of the church but, although pro
fessing to be Christians, fixed their worshipful
love on her instead of on Christ, and labored hard
to satisfy all her wishes for a good time in the
world, while all of them neglected the church.
When she grew into the teen age she had joined
the church but, because she loved the ways of the
world better, rarely attended. When the family
was admonished by the pastor that they needed
the rulership of Christ in their lives rather than
the things of the world, they resented it very un
kindly. At the early age of eighteen the daugh
ter spent nearly all of one night in the gaieties
of the ballroom ; pneumonia followed and within
ten days her body lay in a casket before their

The parents freely expressed their bit
terness toward God, charging him with robbing
them of their daughter, and of course they with
drew from His church.
Thousands of people have been lost eternally
because of similar idolatrous love of husband,
wife, child, father, mother or a fine house or
other things of this world, which they allowed to
come between them and their only Savior. Their
idol could not save them from sin and provide
for them the good things needed in this world
and an eternal home in heaven. This is why
Jesus tells us in Matt. 10:36, 37, "And a man's
foe may be they of his own household. He thai
loveth father or mother more than me is not
worthy of me; and he that loveth son or daugh
ter more than me is not worthy of me."

pastor.

SERMON NUMBER XVII
THE FIRST RESURRECTION AND THE

ARMAGEDDON WAR

Scripture References : Matt.
14:12-20, Rev. 15, Rev. 16.

13

:

36-43, Rev.

Rev. 14:15, 16. And another angel
came out from the temple, crying with a great
voice to him that sat on the cloud, send forth thy
sickle, and reap: for the hour to reap is come;
for the harvest of the earth is over-ripe. And he
that sat on the cloud cast his sickle upon the
earth; and the earth was reaped.
In Gen. 6:3, God says, "My spirit shall not
always strive with man." From that time to this
the chief business, the one business, of God in the
world has always been striving with every man,
endeavoring to persuade each and every one to
forsake the devil and all his work, and join with
Jesus Christ in His Church in helping to save
the world. And, strange to say, it has always
been only the few who have yielded to God's call
and been saved.
Most of the people have had their own way:
they have heard Jesus calling, but said, "I am
not ready to change my way of living ; I am not
ready to yield to God." They don't want to be
under any obligation to God or His Church.
God gave His law through Moses to serve as
a schoolmaster; together with the balance of the
entire Bible it is to be learned and followed as
His means of inducing all men to forsake the
162
Text:
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devil and all his works and follow Jesus Christ
thus to be saved from all their sins and to es
cape the penalties of sin in this world and the
world to come. And most people lay their Bibles
aside and run off to a picnic, show or some other
place, instead of taking their children to church
as God commands.
The devil has business for
them somewhere else. Oh, it may look like a lit
tle innocent business, but anything in the world
that keeps them from worshipping God at His
altar in His church is a victory for the devil.
When the call comes to them to give themselves
to Jesus they shake their heads in their usual
way and thereby say "I have been saying 'No'
for forty years, I am going to keep on saying,
"
You are here today but you know not
'No!'
where you will be tomorrow. You are like the
grass, you are alive today but you may be dead
and in hell-fire tomorrow. Some say, "It doesn't
make any difference, I know my business, they
can't scare me and run me into heaven by a
chunk of hell-fire or a death-bed story. They
can't scare me. If I don't want to go to church
I won't go." The devil has been deceiving many
people through all ages into making such foolish
remarks and excuses for remaining his slaves
instead of becoming children of God.
Our text reveals to us the time of which Je
sus spoke, saying, "When the Son of man com
eth shall he find faith in the earth?" The num
ber of those saying, "No" to J esus has continu
ally increased until it has become unanimous
�
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with all the unsaved of the earth. This has hap
pened in spite of the pleadings of their loving
Savior Jesus Christ, continually knocking at the
door of their hearts. Now that no one else can
be persuaded to be saved the hour is come as pre
dicted by Christ for the reaping of His harvest
in gathering all the fruit of His sowing in the
world. He shall gather "in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye" all His saved ones from the
earth, there being no further work for them to
perform among the unalterably rebellious people
of the earth. It is evident that, before this event
takes place, God through the Holy Spirit has put
the question of salvation fairly to all on earth,
and has watched them shake their heads and
say, "No."

For

Scripture

says

"they repented

not."

Then the time has come about which Je
said, "Watch therefore; for ye know not on
what day your Lord cometh." "Not even the
angels in heaven, neither the Son, but the
Father."
Perhaps in this distressing time as in all
previous ages when the people by their own sins
and by continually saying, "No" to their Savior
have brought all their sorrows and troubles upon
themselves
the devil leads them to believe that
God is to blame for all their troubles. I have
heard people say, "I don't see why the Lord sent
so many troubles to me." God doesn't send trou
ble to anybody. The devil leads them to commit
sin which causes it all.
sus

�

�
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Now that all people on earth who were will
ing to repent have done so, we get the vision of
my text, where He who went up into heaven
from the Mount of Olives in a cloud has re
turned to "Mount Zion," and He sat on "a white
cloud," and He came with "a sharp sickle" in
His hand as described in this wonderful book.
Here we see the same numberless multitudes
which are revealed in Rev. 5, sounding the great
jubilee over the resurrection of their bodies, with
the addition of another countless multitude who
were arriving from the
earth, having been
"changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an
eye," all rejoicing while "they sing the song of
Moses the servant of God and the song of the
Lamb, saying. Great and marvelous are thy
works, 0 Lord God, the Almighty ; righteous and
true are thy ways, thou King of the ages." One
of the four living creatures, the divinely ap

pointed ensigns (flag bearers), as spokesman
for all God's people surrounding His throne in
heaven
speaking for them all, sounding as the
voice of thunder, taking part with God in His
Judgment on the devil with all his followers
gives "unto the seven angels seven golden bowls
full of the wrath of God" and these angels, in
obedience to the voice of God speaking through
Christ from the Temple, in succession poured
out the contents of the bowls as plagues unto the
earth, resulting in complete destruction of all
�

�

the works of the devil on earth.
Jesus says, "Two women shall be

grinding at
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the mill; the one shall be taken and the other
left. Two men shall be in the field ; the one shall
be taken and the other left." In Cor. 15:51 we
are told, "Behold, we shall not all sleep, but we
shall be changed, in a moment, in the twinkling
of an eye, at the last trump : for the trumpet
shall sound, and the dead shall be raised incor
ruptible, and we shall be changed." The grave
yards will be bursting up, the sea will be giving
up its dead. The dead in Christ of all nations
shall be coming forth, in this, the first resurrec
tion ; the saved ones of Christ's remaining alive
on earth at that time shall join the heavenly mul
titude. Who shall go up? They who have the
name, character of the Lamb in the forehead,
within the mind and in their souls. The others,
having not Christ's character, will be left on
earth, all of them having the mark of the per
sonal sin within them. What may we expect to
see going on in the earth without a Christian in
it? There are many learned people who have
been trained to believe that it is good business
to practice some of the teachings of Christ, but
they do not need Him as a Savior and Lord to
rule them in everything and in every way. Thus
they are being deceived of the devil and refuse
to be awakened by Christ knocking at the doors
of their hearts or the mighty calls of His Gospel
Messages, even refusing to hear them. Yet most
of them say they hope to be saved before they
die. But I want to say to you that it is a risky
business. Extremely few of them ever get saved.
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At that time all the people on the earth will
be serving the devil, including all church mem
bers sinning like all other people on the outside
of the churches ; if they don't raise a fight in
their own homes, the neighbors will come over
and raise it for them. I am sure they will have
churches with many false doctrines, and will
celebrate with a great jubilee because they have
no fanatical Christians to torment them about
the church, heaven or hell. Most of the people of
earth don't want to be bothered with God or His
Church. They tell you, "Brother, you just can't
live all day without doing something to suit the
devil." You have heard people say that, and I
have had them tell me, "You can't live without
committing sin." Even now most people are
doing their level best to keep from being saved
and joining a church, giving all kinds of excuses
why they do not commit themselves to Christ as
their Savior and Lord, and attend worship reg
ularly in His services in the work of saving lost
souls. It is pitiful now, but what will it be at
that time when there is no saved preacher there
to enlighten them, only some formal invitation
to a worship whose leaders just want their
money; who have the form of godliness but deny
the power thereof; thus they are deceived by the
devil. Many professed Christians are now say
ing, "All religions are good, if the worshippers
are sincere, even those who grew up in the belief
that Christ is not the deity and not the only Sa
vior, even if the Bible does say so." They are
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simply deceived by

the devil when

they

contra

dict the Bible.
The second reaping of the earth by the angel
with the sharp sickle as proclaimed in Rev. 14 :
19, 20, is revealed in the next chapter; it is to be
executed by the seven destructive plagues. It
includes the world-wide war called Armaged

don.
The hardened, impenitent, wicked people are
scattered over the entire earth and all are in
volved in the war. Armadgeddon may be the
Headquarters place for council of the beastly
world rulers to assemble by airplanes to concoct
their demon-like methods of slaughter. The re
turned Christ, the Son of God, is beheld standing
on Mt. Zion in sight of the famous battlefield,
Armageddon on Mt. Megiddo in the wildemess,
where the councils of beastly world rulers may
be held. The war is being fought out all over the
world wherever inhabited by human beings.
A man returning from the battlefields of the
late World War told me that he saw the remains
of 40,000 soldiers buried in one ditch after one
prolonged battle. How much blood do we sup
pose was shed by the 40,000 soldiers? That
would be like a drop in a bucket as compared
with the blood which will be shed in the war in
volving all the people of the earth. It may lit
erally make a deep stream, "even unto the bri
dles of the horses, as far as a thousand and six
hundred furlongs," two hundred miles.
(Rev.
�

14:20).
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Does any one begin to say that the horrible
destruction foretold in this Scripture will be the
act of an angry God wreaking vengeance on the
wicked people? The answer is No. By the de
termined choice of all the people involved they
will reject Christ as Savior and Lord, and sub
mit themselves to be the slaves of the devil
and by his leadership bring upon themselves
their own destruction. "And the rest (of the
people having the mark of the beast personal
sin on them) were killed with the sword (word)
of him that sat upon the horse, even the sword
which came forth out of his mouth : and all the
birds were filled with their flesh." Rev. 19 :21.
Thus the loving, merciful Redeemer finishes re
moving all the incurable sinners from the earth
in order to make possible the salvation of the in
nocent infants and the grown-ups who still have
innocent, infant-like minds. This class alone
will then constitute the entire population of the
earth.
�

SERMON NUMBER XVIII
CHRIST AND HIS BRIDE AT HOME ON THE EARTH
WITH THE ORPHANS

Scripture References: Matt. 19:28, Matt.
26:29, Rev. 19, Rev. 20:1-10, Isaiah 65:17-25.
Texts : Rev. 20:4. / saw thrones, and they
that sat upon them, and judgment was given
unto them: and I saw the souls of them that had
been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus, and
for the word of God, and such as worshipped not
the beast, neither his image, and received not
the mark upon their forehead and upon their
hand; and they lived and reigned with Christ a
thousand years.
Isaiah 11:11. And it shall come to pass in
that day, that the Lord shall set his hand again
the second time to recover the remnant of his
people, which shall be left, from Assyria, and
and from the islands of the
from Egypt
.

.

.

sea.

The two complete world wide reapings have
been revealed to us in the preceding chapters,
which will remove from the earth nearly all its
population. The first reaping is that in which
Christ will receive up from the earth all the liv
ing saved ones, "changed in a moment, in the
twinkling of an eye" and will take them to heav
en, soul and body, at the same time raising up
the bodies of all the saved ones of all past ages,
thus leaving in the earth only sinners and those
who are too young to be sinners.
170

171

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

The second reaping will be accomplished as
stated in the following Scriptures, Rev. 16:1, "I
heard a great voice (of Christ) out of the temple
saying to the seven angels. Go ye, and pour out
the seven bowls of the wrath of God into the
earth." Through these all who have the mark of
Sin within them meet death through the various
processes ; the larger part of them through war,
culminating in what is called the war of Arma
geddon.
"Babylon the great 'mother of idola
"
with
all her idols and idolaters and all
try,'
their great riches, is utterly destroyed. "And
the beast (world ruler at that time) was taken,
and with him the false prophet that wrought the
signs in his sight, wherewith he deceived them
that had received the mark of the beast, and
them that worshipped his image: they twain
were cast into the lake of fire that burneth with
brimstone. And the rest were killed with the
sword of him that sat upon the horse, even the
sword which came forth out of his mouth : and
all the birds were filled with their flesh." Thus
the earth is made as clean as it was when God
gave Adam and Eve "dominion over the fish of
and
the sea, and over the fowl of the air
over all the earth."
This leaves on the earth only innocent in
fants and the grown-ups who have minds like
infants, knowing not good and evil. The angel
called for the fowls of the air, the scavengers to
clean up the world by devouring the bodies of
dead kings, captains, generals and all that were
slain to make a clean earth.
.

.

.
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Next we behold the angel (Christ, Rev. 1:18)
with the key of the abyss coming to the world
who "laid hold on the dragon, the old serpent.
which is the Devil and Satan, and bound him a
thousand years" in the abyss, at the end of which
time "he must be loosed for a little season." This
is the most logical thing to be done at that time.
Satan had never had any rightful claim on the
earth except through the free choice of men.
When Adam and Eve made that choice, choosing
Satan to be their ruler, it gave him such a right,
and their descendants continued to choose to fol
low his ways. Man's free choice is the thing
that has always decided, and always will decide,
the issues of this world. At that time all the in
habitants of the earth will be innocent infants
and other people who have never chosen between
Satan and the Lord, and the eternal laws of God
which cast Satan out of heaven are the laws by
which he is chained and cast into the bottomless

pit.

Think of the great responsibility: all the
earth covered with helpless innocent infants of
all colors, nations, kinds and tongues. Christ
has purchased them with His own blood and they
are under His guardianship.
And nothing less
than the Almighty Christ, Creator, Redeemer
and Savior in His own plans and His own way is
sufficient to meet their needs.
We note three dispensations. The first be
gan with Adam and Eve. Satan got into that by
the choice of men and wrecked it. About fifteen
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hundred years later the earth was swept clean
by the flood. The second dispensation began
with Noah and his family, Christ continuing
His first method of saving men by combating
Satan in their midst. By the choice of Noah and
his descendants the devil was permitted to con
tinue his work of destruction among men until
the Millennium. Now the third dispensation be
gins in the fulfillment of Isaiah 11:11, "The
Lord shall set his hand again the second time to
recover the remnant of his people, which shall be
and from
left, from Assyria, from Egypt
the islands of the sea." The conditions of that
period are revealed to us through this Scripture
.

.

.

wonderful way.
Christ will come in His own resurrected body
as He had revealed Himself for forty days be
fore His final ascension. And all His followers
of all ages will then be risen "in his likeness"
and be with Him in their resurrected bodies, and
the Scripture says they "shall reign with Him
(on the earth) a thousand years."
When the risen Christ saw two men on the
way to Emmaus, one of whom was Cleopas, and
heard them discussing the crucifixion, He asked
them what they were talking about "as ye walk
and are sad?" To them He looked just like any
common countryman,
and Cleopas said unto
Him, "Art thou only a stranger in Jerusalem
and hast not known the things which are come to
pass there in these days?" Luke 24:18. In
Lul^ 24:39-43 Christ said, "Behold my hands
in

a
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and my feet, that it is I myself : handle me, and
see; for a spirit hath not flesh and bones, as ye
see me have
And they gave him a piece of
broiled fish, and he took it, and did eat before
them." And all His saved ones shall "awake in
his likeness" when their bodies are raised from
the dead. They will not frighten the children.
To the children and feeble-minded people of
earth, having been through tribulations and now
hungry and much in need of friends, Christ and
His Bride will appear just as suddenly as the
saved ones had been "changed in a moment" and
received up into heaven. The common sense,
natural way to be expected is for the glorified
ones of every nation to be rehabilitated in their
own nation, but they will all be in the likeness of
Christ. And when they appear those infants,
instead of running from them, will run to them
with hands outstretched, and will look to Him,
who fed the 5,000 from a lunch basket, for pro
tection, comfort and food.
We are told that "they shall be priests of God
and of Christ" (Rev. 20:6) meaning the mid
dle agencies, who will have intimate association
with Christ and intimate fellowship with those
people as nurses and teachers. Because the par
ents themselves had neglected to follow Christ
their families had failed of God's purpose and
had been broken up by the devil. If those
wicked parents had been permitted to remain
with their children, evidently not one of them
would have ever accepted Christ as their Savior
.

.
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and Lord. There are thousands of such families
on earth now in which the parents, joined with
Satan, are leading their children away from
Christ and His churches in the broad road of sin,
and will lead them to hell. Oh ! let every child
of God pray and work for their salvation. Be
cause those parents have refused finally to allow
J esus to save them and cure them of their sins,
God's infinite love was manifest when He re
moved them as a deadly menace out of the way
of their children, and provided this new dispen
sation for their salvation and glorification. In
the old homes where the parents had been slain
there appear new housekeepers, new nurses, new
teachers, who have not the mark of sin on them ;
they have the character of Jesus Christ. Such
is tide Millennium.
This dispensation is ushered in with the
Marriage Supper of the Lamb. "The voice of a
great multitude," all the saved ones in Paradise,
like mighty thunder, shouts, "Hallelujah"
"Let us rejoice and be exceeding glad, and let us
give the glory unto him : for the marriage of the
Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself
arrayed in fine linen, bright and
ready
pure: for the fine linen is the righteous acts of
And he saith unto me. Write,
the saints.
Blessed are they which are bidden to the mar
riage supper of the Lamb." Rev. 19 :6-9.
In this glorious celebration Jesus Christ is
united in marriage with His church of risen and
glorified saints from heaven in their new mis�

.

.
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sion on earth. All the Orphans of Earth are
Bidden Guests "Ye are my friends if ye do
whatsoever I command you." Doubtless these
children obey His call and, led by their instruc
tors, come to the Marriage Feast, thus becoming
His Friends. Christ said in John 6 : 53-63, "Ex
cept ye eat the flesh of the Son of man and drink
his blood ye have no life in you."
"It is the
Spirit that quickeneth; the flesh profiteth noth
ing : the words that I have spoken unto you are
spirit, and are life." It is the Spirit, which we
receive while we eat and drink at the Lord's
Supper, that blesses us and not the elements.
Christ held the first Marriage (Passover) Sup
per in Egypt at the Family Altar Worship while
the Hebrew Church, later called God's Wife, was
being born. While appearing unto them as "A
Pillar of Fire" leading them out of Egypt unto
Canaan, "they did all eat the same spiritual
meat; and did all drink the same spiritual
drink: for they drank of a spiritual rock thac
followed them : and that rock was Christ." From
that day to this. His true worshippers have been
blessed in commemorating that event through
the passover and the Lord's Supper.
In Matt. 26:29 Christ says, "I say unto you
(the twelve apostles) I will not drink henceforth
of this fruit of the vine, until that day when I
drink it new with you in my Father's kingdom."
He thus informs His apostles that He will drink
"of this fruit of the vine" again with them in
His "Father's Kingdom" ^material fruit in the
�
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�
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material kingdom. Now that "the Kingdom of
the world is become the kingdom of our Lord,
and of His Christ" (Rev. 11 :15). Christ is lit
erally fulfilling His own prophecy or promise at
the Marriage Supper of the Lamb, where He,
with His Twelve Apostles and risen saints, is
busy caring for the orphans, who are invited to
"drink of the fruit of the vine" with them. It is
not likely that all of them will be gathered at one
place, as the children were naturally scattered
over all the earth where they were left after the
removal of their wicked parents. They will be,
then, in charge of their saintly instructors, and
with them "drink of the fruit of the vine" and
receive Christ's Spirit. Christ will organize His
Kingdom on the Earth for that dispensation as
stated in His own word. He says to His Apos
tles, "When the Son of man shall sit on the
throne of his glory, ye also shall sit upon twelve
thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel"
Matt. 19:28.
We read in the Scriptures that Methuselah,
although he lived in the early age while the devil
and disease were in the world trying to destroy
him, yet lived 969 years. And God says, "As
the days of a tree shall be the days of my peo
ple." Isaiah 65 :22. It is well known that some
trees have lived two thousand years. Living in
the new surroundings which will result when
Christ shall clean up the earth a second time,
making it like unto the Garden of Eden before
tiie fall of man, and being brought up in the
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Christian way, in happy homes, isn't it reasona
ble to believe that each one of these infants may
live for a thousand years or more upon the earth,
and that they will be mature in mind and soul
before they are called upon to make a choice be
tween the devil and Christ? Their descendants
may multiply in great numbers and establish the
same kind of happy homes from generation to
generation. The Bible does not tell us what they
will say but it does tell us, "they shall all know
the Lord from the least to the greatest." And it
is reasonable to believe that when the devil does
appear on the earth being "loosed for a little
time" for the final decisive battle the unanimous
voice of all the inhabitants of the earth speaking
in unison like the voice of "many waters," even
"as the voice of great thunder" will say, "Get
thee behind me Satan." And as pre-figured in
Ezekiel 38 and 89, the devil with all his innu
merable forces "shall come forth to deceive the
nations which are in the four comers of the
earth, Gog and Magog, (former devil-possessed
beastly world rulers and their armies) to gather
them together to the war : the number of whom
is as the sand of the sea. And they went up over
the breadth of the earth and compassed the camp
of the saints about, and the beloved city ( Jemsalem) : and fire came down out of heaven and
devoured them Cast them into the lake of fire
and they shall be tormented
and brimstone
day and night, for ever and ever."
It displays dense ignorance of the Bible or
�
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deceitful fraud for any one to claim and teach
that any unsaved sinner, having died in sin, will
ever have any chance at all to be saved at any
time after death.
There is no evidence in the Scriptures that
any person will commit sin in any way during
the Millennium. No reference is made to sick
ness, sorrow, pain, death or a resurrection "of
the dead in Christ" within or after the Millen
nium. All the Scriptures foretelling and de
scribing it exclude all these. Hence the plain
implications are that none of them will occur or
exist, and that all the people of that dispensa
tion will walk with God like Enoch of old and
will be translated as he was, or "be changed in
a moment, in the twinkling of an eye" and be
transferred with all the other saved, risen and
glorified ones into the "New Jerusalem" in the
"New Heaven and New Earth," as "the first
heaven and first earth" pass away.
Christ's Millennial Kingdom will be both
spiritual and material. He will be the "King of
kings and Lord of lords," for "the kingdom of
tills world is become the kingdom of our God and
his Christ" and His children shall reign with
Him in glory "for ever and ever." It makes but
little difference whether His throne shall be on
Mt. Zion in Palestine or elsewhere, so long as
His visible presence will be on earth, round about
Him are twelve tribes, each headed by one of the
twelve apostles of the Lamb sitting on a throne,
not ruling except as God rules through him, but
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judging, "rightly dividing the word of truth"
feeding the hungry souls with "the sincere milk"
of the word and also with the "stronger meat"
for those who

are more mature in Christ.
Evi
these
us
reveal
to
that
God's
dently
Scriptures
for
the
plan
government of His people during
the Millennium, is the same as that which He
designed for His first church Militant as de
scribed in Numbers, chapter two, which we trust
has been made plain in the previous sermons in
this series. It is reasonable to believe that the
twelve tribes will be so located around about
Christ that they will cover the entire surface of
the earth and include every person on it.
Two very serious and natural questions
which have been asked by bereaved parents
many times after laying away in a grave the
body of their dearly beloved baby, may be given
logical and comforting answers by the following
implications based on our Scripture references
and text. "Will our baby remain a baby through
"Will its body come forth as a
all eternity?"
in
the
first
resurrection?" I confess that
baby
I could find no adequate answers satisfactory to
myself until I learned the purpose of the Mil
lennium as set forth in this discourse. The in
fant souls in Paradise may learn much and grow
mentally through the centuries but their little
bodies lying in the graves awaiting the resurrec
tion will surely not grow. It is entirely reason
able and thoroughly satisfying to me to believe
that in the first resurrection all deceased in-
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fants' bodies will be raised from the dead and
be reunited with the infant souls from Paradise,
growing to mature manhood and womanhood
during the Millennium along with the orphans
in their fallen nature, and becoming Christlike
examples for them to strive to follow by the help
of Christ, even as Peter instructs us to do, "that
ye should follow in his (Christ's) steps: who did
no sin."
Thus they will have an important part
in helping the orphans to be transformed into
the likeness of Christ. Will not that be the su
preme joy of all the risen and gloriiied infants
throughout their thousand years on the old earth
before it melts and is supplanted by "the New
Heaven and the New Earth?"
As all the loyal holy angels had met the devil
in mortal combat in the war both in heaven and
on earth
(Sermon No. 14) and by their free
choice overcame him by the power of Christ
their Creator, and even the perfect man of Gali
lee "Christ Jesus was led up of the Spirit into
the wildemess to be tempted of the devil" and
was "in all points tempted like as we are, yet
without sin," the most logical conclusion is that
the risen, glorified infants will be given their
free moral agency privilege of personal choice
between Christ and the Devil as their Lord,
while the devil is "loosed for a little time" "when
the thousand years are finished," together with
all the infants of the Millennial reign and other
persons who had never passed through such a
test, that it may be truly said of all the created
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glorified hosts in Heaven, both men and an
gels "they overcame him (the devil) because of
the blood of the Lamb, and because of the word
of their testimony." Rev. 12:11. Hence every
angel and human being fixes his or her own eter
nal destiny in Heaven or hell by absolute per
sonal choice between Christ and Satan as Lord
and Master.
The greatest good deed any man can do for
Excuse
a fellowman is to lead him to Christ.
me if I make it personal.
As a boy fifteen years
old, when the Lord took out of my soul sin, the
mark of the beast, and placed the character of
Jesus Christ within. He started me out as a soul
winner, and this is true with each and every
truly saved person. It is the greatest joy I have
ever had, and in the forty-five years of my min
istry, so far as I am able to judge, that has been
my supreme business. By the grace of God in
Christ Jesus, and in co-operation with other
earnest soul winners, I have had the great joy of
witnessing the conversion of thousands of souls
and every time one soul is saved there is rejoic
ing in heaven over that fact. All of us who are
finding so much joy in v^inning people to Christ
in these ages, if we are faithful unto death, will
have a very much greater joy in our soul-nurtur
ing and soul-training business following the first
resurrection, for we shall continue it with Christ
on the cleansed and beautified earth, having no
devil in it for a thousand years, even till "they
shall all know the Lord from the least of them
unto the greatest of them."

SERMON NUMBER XIX
THE FINAL JUDGMENT

Text: Rev. 20:11-13. And I saw a great
white throne, and him that sat upon it, from
whose face the earth and the heaven fled away;
and there was found no place for them. And I
saw the dead, the great and the small, standing
before the throne; and books were opened: and
another book was opened, which is the book of
life: and the dead were judged out of the things
which were written in the books, according to
their works. And the sea gave up the dead
which were in it: and death and Hades gave up
the dead which were in them: and they were
judged every man according to their works.
Rev. 18:20. Rejoice over her, thou heaven,
and ye saints, and ye apostles, and ye prophets:
for God hath judged your judgment on her.
"I saw a Great White Throne, and him that
sat upon it," the Triune God. "God is Love,"
and he says, "I am the Lord, I change not." "It
is your Father's good pleasure to give unto you
the kingdom." He is "not willing that any
should perish, but that all should come to repent
ance." "The Son of man is come to seek and to
save that which was lost," and "him that com
eth unto me I will in no wise cast out." But He
also says, "The wages of sin is death" and "Ex
cept ye repent ye shall all likewise perish." All
these loving words and warnings had been ut
tered by the Holy God, Our Loving Father, who
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sits upon the great white throne as Judge
before whom all people of all ages from the earth
stand to be judged on that Last Judgment day.
He is still the unchanged Loving Father of
Adam's race, and I say very reverently that if it
were righteously in His power He would not
send one of them to hell, but would enlarge our
"Father's house" in heaven sufficiently and take
them all home with Him to live with Him for
ever in the Holy City.
Then why can't He do it?
He would have to contradict Himself and there
by lie if He did, and He cannot lie. His utter
ances just quoted are parts of His eternal, un
changeable law.
"The Books Are Open" before God's eyes, be
fore the eyes of all the holy angels, and of all the
people, both saints and sinners from the earth.
Men may have forgotten, and sinners try to de
ny their deeds, but their own records are open
before all the witnesses.
These books are 1 : The Bible the Law and
the Gospel. 2. "The Book of Remembrance," in
which the Judge has caused to be written every
thought, motive, word, act and work of every
person in His presence, lest they forget. God
never forgets.
3. "The Lamb's Book of Life,"
the
of all the people who had
names
containing
repented of their sins thus forsaking the devil
and all his Works and had been "cleansed from
all sin and unrighteousness by the blood of the
Lamb," including all infants who left the earth
before committing a personal sin, for "of such
now

�
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is the kingdom of heaven."
No arguments or explanations will be needed,
"for there is nothing covered that shall not be
revealed: nothing hid that shall not be known.
Therefore, what ye have spoken in the ear in
closets shall be proclaimed upon the housetops."
St. Luke 12:2, 3.
They see in the Bible that it is written and
made plain throughout His word that God had
created man with absolute power of choice and
also with full responsibility for the results of his
choice. Evidently, if no human being had ever
chosen to obey the devil, none would have ever
died, soul, mind or body. The condition upon
which life and death depended was made plain
in the following words, "In the day, that thou
eatest thereof thou shalt surely die." Thus man
had the power to permit or prevent the ruler
ship of the Devil on earth and therefore, must
bear the penalty for all the works of the devil on
earth, as he could do nothing except by man's
consent, working in and through man.
Then after man made the fatal choice death
passed upon all men. The well-known plan of
salvation from sin was provided and perfected
through Christ Jesus when "He tasted death for
In all ages He has been seeking
every man."
"to save that which was lost," ever knocking at
the door of their hearts, endeavoring to persuade
them to forsake the devil and receive Him as
their Savior. He is healer of soul, mind and
body, warning them that "the wages of sin is
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to be cast with the devil, whom
they serve, "into the lake of fire prepared for the
devil and his angels." And behold "Jesus wept"
and said, "how often" would I have saved you
and "ye would not" You are your own fatal
enemy. You have fixed your own eternal des
tiny. No one else could do it.
Then the eyes of God and all the people and
angels at the Judgment turn from the Bible out
upon that countless multitude, who refused to be
saved and cured of their sins, standing "afar
off" to the "left" of the Judge as "the goats."
They are as black as sin; their bodies, bearing
all the scars and deformities caused by sin, are
raised from the dead "shame and everlasting
contempt" for no other reason than that they re
jected Christ and His ways to follow "the world,
the flesh and the devil." They all see themselves
black, and still full of hatred for Christ and His
holy ones ; their likeness to the devil intensifies
their hatred for each other; they cry that they
may be hid from the face of Him who sits on the
throne ; they seek death and death flees from
them. Then by the order of God they are hid
from His face and sent to the home of their
choice, at their own request.
Next all eyes are turned toward that innu
merable multitude assembled "on the right
hand" of the Judge, and behold the bloodwashed
throng, "who have come up out of great tribula
tion and washed their robes and made them
white in the blood of the Lamb." These are

death"
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those who had said, "I shall be satisfied when I
shall awake in thy likeness." To them He calls
"Come, ye blessed of my Father, inherit the
kingdom prepared for you from the foundation
of the world."
Many have asked, "When is it fully decided
as to who shall go to Heaven and who shall go
to hell, and just when are they separated?"
Christ fully answers both questions in the ac
count of two men in Luke 16. Every minute of
time some blood- washed souls like Lazarus are
being carried by the angel to join the saints in
Paradise, and many unsaved souls like the
"rich man" are unexpectedly dying, and, while
their bodies are being loved and buried by
friends on earth, their lost souls are lifting up
their fruitless cries in hell saying, "I am tor
mented in this flame." Thus the separation and
eternal destiny is "fixed" at death unchangeably
a gulf fixed between the two places as Jesus
described it. Some men may blind their eyes to
this Scripture with false philosophy, and contra
dict, or "wrest it, as they do also the other Scrip
tures, unto their own destruction." But they
can never change the facts plainly stated by
Christ. Everyone's eternal destiny is, evidently.
known to himself instantly after death. If the
"rich man" had possessed the least hope of de
liverance, he surely would have prayed for deliv
erance, instead of a "drop of water" to cool his
tongue, to merely lessen his torment. And if
Abraham had known that there remained any
�
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such a deliverance, he was crushhis "prodigal son" in denying him
the small favor requested, and uttering such
words as he did, making it unmistakably plain
that no soul can ever pass from one side of the
"gulf to the other.
The next question before us is : if that be the
way the eternal destiny of both saints and sin
ners is settled why does God have a final judg
ment? The reason is very plain and evident.
The Almighty God through Jesus Christ had
been conducting an immense business in crea
ting and peopling the great world. This busi
The Bible is the
ness is now being all settled.
book of laws, rules and regulations which God
had provided and put into the hands of His intel
ligent creatures of earth by which all matters
Herein He made the way of
are to be settled.
salvation so plain that "the wayfaring men
though fools shall not err therein" and "he that
seeketh findeth" and "him that cometh unto me
I will in no wise cast out." The Bible records
show that God has always judged between man
and man, nation and nation ; and to each one He
has said, "Choose ye this day whom ye will
serve" Christ your Creator, or the devil, your
deceiver. It also shows that by God's judgments
every individual person or nation has received
from time to time the fruits of His or its own
choosing and works. Those choosing to follow
the ways of the world, the flesh and the devil,
have been rewarded with miseries, sorrows, de-
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structions and death, the gifts of the devil, and to
them it is guaranteed that "the wages of sin is
death." They get all they work for. Those
choosing to follow Jesus Christ find that "as
many as received him, to them gave he the right
to become children of God." They are thus made
"heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ" and
"with him (God) freely gives us all things" that
we need in this world and the next.
"The free
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our
Lord."
His daybook "the Book of Remembrance"
reveals the earnings of every individual, so
that "whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he
also reap," and this is the reaping of their re
wards "according to their works," exactly as
they had made their own records from day to
day in this Book.
The Final Judgment then is for the render
ing of the eternal rewards after the summing up
of the personal accounts of every individual,
which are being made in some similar way to
that of making records for victrolas, entered in
God's "Book of Remembrance" written before
Him for them.
Every one's works and influences continue to
bear fruit, good or evil, until the last day of time.
At the final judgment, doubtless every lost per
son will be grievously surprised at the horrible
magnitude of "The Wages" of his or her sins, be
cause of their having helped the devil to lead
so many people in sin to hell. Parents who have
�

�
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thus led their children and offspring of many
generations into sin, may thus have hundreds of
fingers pointed at them in vicious scorn ; may
hear many accusingly saying, "You started us
in our false beliefs and sinful ways of living,"
etc., thus multiplying their torment, but they
will know their doom is just. And they must
eternally bear the blame.
Doubtless there will be many very great sur
prises for the saved ones. Piobably none of them
will receive less rewards than they expect. Many
of them may be very greatly surprised at the tre
mendously greater rewards placed to their ac
count than they had been anticipating, when the
"Book of remembrance" reveals many good
things which they had forgotten, and how that it
was their holy living rather than the sermons of
the preachers that won many souls to Christ.
God's records show the true credits. Man's mem
ories and records are generally very imperfect.
Our safest way is to trust in God's records
alone; and care very little about people giving
us credit for what we do.
Many saintly mothers and fathers may be
greatly surprised to behold all their own chil
dren and many of their descendants, neighbors
and other acquaintances, approaching them with
great joy, saying, "It was your pure, true Chris
tian life, prayers, testimonies and faithfulness
in your home and in the home church that influ
enced us to receive Christ more than the good
preachers whom we loved so well; all this will
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multiply their rewards in the joys of heaven.
"Rejoice
ye saints, and ye apostles, and
ye prophets; for God hath judged your judg
ment" on all people in all ages : upon the same
principles by which He renders His judgment at
the great fiiml judgment, "to the Law and to the
testimony." Isaiah 8 :20.
The Allwise Loving Father in Christ will be
sitting in Judgment on the brotherhood descend
...

�

ants of Adam.
A personal friend of mine was an officer
solemnly sworn to uphold and enforce the civil
laws of the state for the protection of the life,
liberty and property of all law-abiding citizens.
He was the father of a large family, and I am
One of his sons
sure he loved them all alike.
became a habitual violator of the law, endanger
ing the lives of others. This officer father did
his best in a kindly way for a long time to per
suade the boy to turn from his wrong doing, all
to no avail. He seemed to be incurable, and
growing more dangerous; then his father put
him in prison by his own authority, and all good
citizens approved his judgment and act. He
judged the judgment of all the law-abiding peo
ple interested in the case.

Another father and mother, friends of mine,
had several grown children. One very muchly
beloved daughter, through failing health, be
came incurably insane, endangering the lives of
the others in the home. It grieved them all
more than words could express, but with the ap-
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proval of all the family, the father requested the
court to render judgment which confined her in
an insane asylum for the years to come.
Even so, it will be thus at the final judgment
before God. It will be those only who had re
fused to forsake the devil and be cured of their
sin and rebellion against God, who are ban
ished with their chosen father, the devil and his
fallen angels, to their home in the lake of fire. If
God should admit one wicked man or angel into
heaven. He would violate His own word pre

viously quoted.
The eyes of all people and angels, both holy
and unholy, will be beholding the Open Bible,
containing God's unchangeable laws and prom
ises, the open "Book of Remembrance" and the
open "Lamb's Book of Life;" all will understand
these records as God understands them.
Now of "The Law and the Testimony" all
intelligent beings in the universe will approve,
saying, "Holy and Righteous is our God and the
Lamb for He hath judged our own judgment,
upon us; for He hath rewarded every one ac
cording to his own choice and according to his
works, correctly and plainly recorded in "The
Book of Remembrance," and according to His
unchangeable Law and all His gracious prom
ises." To have done otherwise. He would have
ceased to be a true, juF^t and Holy God. And this
is impossible, for the universe would then neces

sarily

cease

to exist

SERMON NUMBER XX
THE HOLY

Scripture

CITY, NEW JERUSALEM

References:

11.

Peter

3:1-15.

Rev. 21.
Text : Rev. 21 : 1-3. And I saw a new heaven
and a new earth: for the first heaven and tJie
first earth are passed away; and the sea is no
more.
And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem,
coming down out of heaven from God, made
ready as a bride adorned for her husband. And
I heard a great voice out of the throne saying.
Behold, the tabemxicle of God is with men, and
he shall dwell with them, and they shall be his
peoples, and God himself shall be with them, and
be their God.
Our text and Scripture lessons reveal to us
the final culmination of Christ's conquest of the
world from its beginning, and as He organized
His followers, as recorded in Numbers 2. Tak
ing up His abode with the Ark of the Covenant
with the tribe of Levi in the center of the en
campment. He had all the other tribes of Israel
encamped round about Him, with their ensigns
bearing standards (flags) in the "Likeness of
the four living creatures." And this plan was
continued in the same form, as was seen in the
visions of Isaiah and Ezekiel, guiding and di
recting God's people. Also, in tJie arrangement
of Solomon's temple, the Lord was in the cen
ter, within the veil abiding in the Holy of Ho
lies, with the ark of the covenant, Christ's
193
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throne on earth performing His soul-saving
work through the sons of Levi. This same plan
is continued through the book of Revelation, as
revealed in the Scripture under consideration in
this sermon.
Looking backward into the preceding chap
ters we recall that God in Christ Jesus had be
gun, continued and finished His great Business
Enterprise in the earth. All records had been
perfectly kept; all individual accounts summed
up and settled. Christ the King of kings had
triumphed gloriously. Fallen Lucifer, the old
red Dragon, called the Devil and Satan, with all
his followers are now in their eternal prison, the
"Lake of Fire."
The old battle field, the earth and the works
that are therein, had been burned up. Naturally
the waters of the seas and oceans were evapor
ated by the melting earth, leaving no sea. "The
first heaven" including the Sun, Moon and Stars,
passed away, perhaps to serve God's purpose
elsewhere, because "the (new earth and) city
hath no need of the sun, neither of the moon, to
shine upon it: for the glory of God did lighten it,
and the lamp thereof is the Lamb." And this
new Jerusalem is beheld "coming down from
And I heard a great
God out of heaven
voice out of the throne saying, behold the taber
nacle of God is with men, and he shall dwell with
them and they shall be his peoples, and God him
self shall be with them, and be their God."
The form and dimensions of the "New Jeru�

.
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salem" are extremely interesting. Jesus de
scribed it in these words, "In my Father's house
are many mansions," and indeed it is in the
shape of a house as revealed in this chapter*.
"And the city lieth foursquare, and the length
thereof is as great as the breadth : and he meas
ures the city with the reed, twelve thousand fur
longs; the length and the breadth and the
heighth thereof are equal," a perfect cube; re
duced to miles it is 1,500 miles in length, height
and breadth. Mortal man cannot comprehend
the immensity of this city in that form. We
have made the calculation a number of times, re
vealing to us that if it should be spread out with
buildings only 200 feet high as we understand
cities, it would cover the entire surface of a
great new earth a surface more than 440
times that of this earth by actual calculation.
Surrounding this city is "a wall great and high
(228 feet high) having twelve gates, and at the
gates twelve angels ; and names written thereon,
which are the names of the twelve tribes of the
children of Israel;
and the twelve gates
were twelve pearls ; each one of the several gates
was one pearl ;" the city "and the streets of the
city were pure gold, as it were transparent
glass." "And the gates thereof shall in no wise
be shut by day, for there shall be no night there."
"And the building of the wall thereof was jas
and the (twelve) foundations were
per,"
adorned with all manner of precious stones more
dazzling than any diamonds of this earth. "And
�
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on them the twelve names of the twelve apostles
of the Lamb." That is the house that Jesus has
gone to prepare for all of His followers. He
wants every human being on earth to live in it
with Him. It broke His heart when His own
people in Jerusalem refused to accept it as a gift.
He is still abiding in the hearts of His followers,
on earth, beseeching all men to accept His salva
tion and a home in this beautiful city, and it
breaks their hearts when their own loved ones,
kindred and neighbors continually reject Christ
and all His gracious offers for the frivolous tem
poral things of earth, and drift away to hell. The
beauty of this city will be so magnificent that we
will never get tired of its dazzling splendor, if
there should be nothing else to do but observe it
during all eternity. Its inhabitants are immac
ulately white, and this enhances its wonderful
grandeur beyond the conception of mortal mind.
There are so many poor people in the earth
of all ages living in tatters and rags, eking out a
miserable existence, but all good people make ef
forts to keep themselves clean and wear nice
clothing and nice headwear; but in that city
each inhabitant will be perfectly pure and clean,
arrayed in garments whiter than snow, wearing
a crown of glory and shining "as the stars for
Is that not joy unspeakable
ever and ever."
and full of glory?
There are so many hungry people on the
earth in all ages, in deep poverty and sorrow;
even some of the saints of God are now phys-
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ically in that condition, even though they are en
deavoring to escape hunger by daily struggle.
All these who have sought "The Kingdom of God
and his righteousness" in Christ Jesus, and con
tinued with him "faithful unto death" receiving
their promised crowns of life, will be delivered
from all such distresses, and have the perfect ap
petite to enjoy to the fullest the fruit from the
tree of life. To them will be given the eternal
riches of a partnership with the Father and Son ;
they will own the universe as "Heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ." Isn't that complete
joy?
The earth in all ages has been full of discord,
and of cries of disagreement and trouble in the
homes; most all people have been made misera
ble by those things. In these latter years we
have learned that all the atmosphere surround
ing the earth is full of music and words of va
rious kinds, but a very large part carries with it
the blackness and horrors of sin, and even that
which is pure and holy does not bring pleasure
to a large number of listeners, because their
minds and souls are blighted with sin, and can
not enjoy holy things. In contrast with this in
the holy city, to which Jesus is leading His own,
we will have harps in our hands, and songs on
our lips, with no discord from any source.
All
will be attuned together in perfect harmony with
our Creator, Redeemer, Savior and Lord. As we
look into the face of the Lamb that was slain,
who redeemed us by His own blood and made us
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from
the brink of hell-fire and lifted us into the
heights of His glory we will be so filled and
thrilled with His love that our greatest joy will
be to sing His praises for ever and ever.
There is a story of a beautiful, rich young
mother, who ran into her burning home and res
cued her sweet baby girl. In so doing she lost
her eyesight, her beauty and the use of her limbs,
and she was covered with scars. When the little
baby grew up in the very likeness of her mother
when she was young, she learned who gave her
existence in the world with all her beauty and
blessings, and how it was that she was not
burned in the old home; why her invalid mother
no longer was beautiful.
She also learned an
other secret, why that mother was always so
happy and cheerful, and why she often said "I
would do it again if Rosie v/ere helpless in a
burning building." The child soon learned the
the dwelling of Christ in
same blessed secret
her mother's heart and her own. Rosie enjoyed
great happiness through many years because she
had wealth, beauty, a musical voice, eyes, hands
and feet, all consecrated and used to express her
love for her mother in service in their beautiful
home.
In some measure this illustrates the mutual
glory between Christ the Redeemer and His
Bride, the redeemed. Thus the glory of Jesus
Christ will be in the thorn-made scars on His
brow, the sword cut in His side, and the prints of

clean, and by His

own
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His hands and feet as marks of His
redeeming love. He wore them, after He was
risen from the dead, as expressions of His infin
ite redeeming love and saving grace, as shown to
doubting Thomas, and as the price He paid for
the Church which He had saved as "a brand
plucked out of the fire" from the brink of hell.
His love thus expressed to all the saved ones in
His presence will so fill and thrill them with its
immensity that they will comprehend it with in
finite joy. They will find their greatest pleasure
through all eternity in giving expression, in love
songs of praise joined with the music of the
harps in their hands, to their adoration and wor
ship of the Lamb, their Redeemer, for ever and
the nails

on

ever.

Ignorance brings much misery, sorrow, pain
and death in this world. People strive hard, in
schools and elsewhere, to escape the penaltiei of
ignorance by gaining knowledge and under
standing; often its benefit is of short duration.
A young man had spent all his small inheritance,
in getting his University Diploma, and a few
weeks after receiving it, his life was ebbing out
in a hospital bed without hope of heaven : while
an illiterate man in the next bed to him was joy
fully happy in Christ, and earnestly endeavor
ing to instruct his fellow sufferer in the way of
true wisdom. The one passed away with expres
sions of grief and regret, saying, "I would give
the world if I could be like that Christian man ;"
while the illiterate Christian man passed away
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rejoicing in Christ, His Savior, like Stephen who
said, "Behold I see the heavens opened, and the
Son of man standing on the right hand of God,
calling upon God, and saying. Lord J esus,
receive my spirit."
.

.

.

We will see each other face to face and know
"For all
as we are known in that beautiful city.
shall know the Lord from the least to the great
est." (See Sermon No. 18).
There we will have perfect bodies, perfect
minds and memories and perfect souls ; will as
semble in our Father's house of many mansions
for a great family reunion which will include all
the saved ones from all the families of the earth.
And we will be infinitely more capable of enjoy
ing such a reunion than ever before.
The climax of our joy will be in the beautiful,
perfect auto-biographies in God's "book of re
membrance" with the rewards which we received
at the final judgment. No unsaved monarch of
earth has ever received riches or honors equal to
that of the least saint in heaven. With all the
inhabitants of that Celestial City relating their
trials and triumphs on earth their reminis
cences of their glorious victories through Jesus
Christ Eternity will not be long enough for
them to finish and enjoy them all. We will be
there with Abel, Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Jo
seph, Moses, Elijah, David, Paul and John, who
received this revelation, etc., in free fellowship
and conversation relating the trials and tri
umphs of all their pilgrimages of the earth. The
�

�

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

201

nations of the Millennial Reign Dispensa
tion with their Christ like "kings do bring theii*
glory into it." Oh, let every one of us, ever
more, be prepared to join that celestial throng
and sing forever, "That will be supreme glory
for me."
Thus, in like manner, will all the people in
the "New Jerusalem" belong to the one family of
God, mix and mingle together with greater free
dom and joy than any of them had ever done
with their most intimate friends on earth. They
will know and understand each other infinitely
better than it had ever been possible to do on
earth. Each one will love his or her dearest rel
ative or friend from the earth much more than
ever before and will love all the other inhabi
tants of heaven equally as well. There will be
perfect love for one another throughout Heaven.
The earthly relationships of husband and wife,
parents and children will have been dissolved
and changed into the infinitely stronger spirit
ual ties of brothers and sisters in Christ and
children of God, the Father, made into new crea
tures in His likeness, being made "partakers of
the divine nature."

holy

SERMON NUMBER XXI
THE RIVER OF LIFE AND THE TREE OF LIFE

Lessons: Psalm 46:4-7, Jer. 2:7-13, Jer.
17:9-14, Ezek. 47:1-14.
Text: Rev. 22:1, 2. AtuI he showed me a
river of water of life, bright as crystal, proceed
ing out of the throne of God and of the Lamb, In
the midst of the street thereof. And on this side
of the river and on that was the tree of life, bear
ing twelve manner of fruits, yielding its fruit
every month: and the leaves of the tree are for
the healing of the nations.
The climax of the revealed greatness of Jesus
Christ is reached in our Scripture lessons and
text of this hour. It is not in His acts of crea
ting, "The first heavens and the first earth," or
"the new heavens and the new earth" nor in
creating the "Holy City, the Jerusalem (beheld)
coming down out of heaven from God : "His sur
preme greatness is revealed in His creation, re
demption, salvation and glorification of man
kind, created, and re-created in His own likeness
to be His immaculate Bride to occupy with Him
our "Father's house of many mansions" for ever
and ever. His Bride is of infinitely greater
value to Him than His glorious golden, precious
stone-bedecked house in which they live.
I. Our text presents to us the Revelation of
the Infinite Christ in an emblematical way as
"The River of Life" and "The Tree of Life."
Nothing can be more expressive than these
202
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Without the fountains or rivers of ma
terial waters there could be no life in the earth.
And no material is more essential and more ben
eficial to man than the trees. They absorb many
impurities from the air, and feed upon decaying
disease breeding matter in the ground. They
contribute much of the food, raiment, shelter,
medicine, beauty, fragrance, material wealth
and many other blessings conducive to the hap
piness and well being of mankind. Christ, the
fountain of all life, means infinitely more in
every way to Adam's race than can be expressed
by these or any other emblems. "In him was
life; and the life was the light of men." In crea
ting the world and all the things therein. He im
parted His life, not only to man, but also to the
fowls of the air, beasts of the field, fish of the sea
and everything else that has life.
"The river of life" saves from sin, imparts
spiritual life, preserves and makes glad the souls
of men, only, because it is flowing from Christ,
the only source of these and all other blessings.
Likewise, "The tree of life" is such, only, be
cause Christ, the life giver, soul healer. Savior
and preserver, is embodied therein. This river
and tree are very closely associated together
throughout the Bible.
II. In Jer. 2:12, 13, we read, "Be aston
saith the Lord.
ished, 0 ye heavens, at this
For my people have committed two evils; they
have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters,
and hewed them out cisterns, broken cisterns
that can hold no water." Idols which cannot

symbols.

.

.

.

204

REVELATION OF JESUS CHRIST

All the unsaved ones are equally guilty
before God today. So in Jer. 17:13, 14, the
declarations and prayer of the prophet for Israel
is appropriate for all unsaved people of all ages.
"0 Lord, the hope of Israel, all that forsake thee
shall be ashamed; they that depart from thee
shall be written in the earth, because they have
forsaken the Lord, the fountain of living waters.
Heal me, 0 Lord, and I shall be healed ; save me,
and I shall be saved." Indeed the most astonish
ing thing before the heavens, and the children
of God on earth, is that anybody hesitates to for
sake the devil and the ways of sin to drink of the
spiritual "water of life freely," for they all sure
ly know that "The wages of sin is death ; but the
free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus
our Lord."
Every sinner neglecting to repent
and accept Christ's offered salvation will be as
tonished most of all when he finds himself in hell
reaping what he has sown.
A prisoner stood at the bar before the judge
and jury to receive his sentence, which the law
required to be either death or life imprisonment ;
and the judge must decide which. He asked the
prisoner if he had anything to say for himself,
and the prisoner replied, "Only one thing, your
honor, I now realize that I have played the fool
all my past life by living in sin. I hold no one to
blame jbut myself. I had the same opportunity
of being a Christian as any man on the honorable
jury before whom I have been tried, and feel that
they have only done their duty according to the
save.
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law. My deepest regret is that I made the wrong
choice as a boy in neglecting to become a Chris
tian. I am resolved to spend the balance of my
time on earth, long or short, trying to be saved
from my sins and serving the Lord. That's all
judge." The judge responded, "Sir, your honest
confession is the only thing that keeps you from
being hung : I give you life, and I pray the Lord
to have mercy on your penitent soul." The pris
oner made an obedient convict and, apparently,
lived a consistent Christian life in prison the bal
ance of his years.. A similar confession and
submission to Christ is the only hope possible to
any sinner for salvation. Oh, that every sinner
on earth today would come to see his or her folly
in being a child of the devil by choice and would
accept Christ as his Savior, and be enrolled in
the Lamb's book of life, as a child of God.
III. Many confessedly unsaved people claim
to be greatly interested in the welfare of others.
Please allow me to say very kindly to such per
sons, that the greatest possible favor one person
can do for another is to induce him or her to en
ter into partnership with Jesus Christ. Christ
offered to the confessedly corrupt, wicked Sa
maritan woman the gift of "Living Water" to be
in her soul like an artesian well of spiritual "wa
ter springing up into everlasting life," thus
changing her from a child of the devil into a
child of God. He makes the same offer to every
sinner on earth today, and so far, they are re
fusing to accept it
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Christ urges all people to accept this gift, of
greater value than all the gold and diamonds of
earth, as stated in John 7 :37, 38, "In the last
day, that great day of the feast (when all the
Jews are present) Jesus stood and cried, saying,
if any man thirst, let him come unto me, and
drink. He that believeth on me, as the scripture
hath said out of him shall flow rivers of living
water. But this spake he of the Spirit." Not
only will this enrich the receiver with eternal
life, but the soul saving and healing "river of

living water" will overflow into other souls in his
home or under his or her influence, and from
them into others, spreading and growing deeper,
extending further and saving more and more
people, as this river is described in Ezekiel 47.
Mr. Z
an uneducated man, poor in this
,
world's goods, had received the "Living Wa
ter" which made him a joyful, active Chris
tian. His humble cottage home was always open
for prayer meetings, and many persons were
converted in the services held there. Mr. A
,

highly educated, wealthy neighbor, claiming to
be an infidel, despised him, mocked him, and to
his face, called his family "poor trash," endeavingfor several years to induce them to move
away. One night Mr. A sent for Mr. Z to come
at once to see him, and on entering the room he
found Mr. A dangerously sick, and distressingly
afraid of death. And he said, "0, Mr. Z, I want
you to pray for me. Please forgive me for the
a

wrongs that I have done to you, and ask God to
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me of all my sins ; I am a very wicked
and
man
you are the best man I know." Mr. Z
prayed for and with him and his family many
times, till they were all saved. The home prayer
meetings were soon held regularly in Mr. A's
big double parlors to accommodate the increased
audiences which had outgrown Mr. Z's cottage.
Thus the "River of Living Water" overflows
from soul to soul and from family to family, and
from nation to nation.
IV. In Ezek. 15 : 1, 2, the prophet says, "And
the word of the Lord came unto me, saying. Son
of man, what is the vine tree more than any tree,
the vine branch which is among the trees of the
forest?" We answer, it truly becomes "The
Tree of Life" when Christ becomes embodied in
it: as we hear Him say in John 15:5, "I am the
vine, ye are the branches : he that abideth in me,
and I in him, the same beareth much fruit : for
apart from me ye can do nothing." The branches
bear both the leaves and the grapes or other
fruit. "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of
life; and he that is wise winneth souls." (Prov.

forgive

11:30).
"Happy

is the

that findeth wisdom.
She is a tree of life to them that lay hold upon
her: happy is every one that retaineth her."
These Scriptures make it plain that Christ
within a man or tree constitutes a tree of life in
Bible terms. Then Christ Himself is the Tree of
Life, and His saved ones, filled with His Spirit
are branches or parts of "the tree of Life."
man

.

.
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Christ is revealed first as "The Tree of Life,"
in Gen. 2:9, and last in Rev. 22:2. He is truly
"The First and the Last" as Paul says in Col.
2:11, "Christ is all, and in all." While abiding
in the man of Galilee, he was fulfilling the
prophecy of Zech. 6:12, "Behold the man whose
name is The Branch," he shall build the temple
of the Lord setting the example in soul saving
for all His people thereafter to follow in His

steps.
"And the leaves of the Tree were for the
healing of the nations." Individual persons,
families, and nations without Christ sooner or
later, must come to wreckage and eternal doom.
For Christ, the Creator, is the only one who can
Re-create that which has been wrecked and
ruined by sin. Hence He is the only healer of
soul, mind or body of man. And the healing of
the nations of their ailments and various trou
bles must be wrought by Him, through the in
strumentality of men and other agencies, or they
can never be healed.
1. Christ is the only healer of human bod
ies. He created all the material used in medi
cines, surgical instruments and other materials
used for healing; He created all the laws of na
ture in man's body and also the doctors and
nurses with the ability to learn how to use the
means for healing which He puts in their reach ;
they only apply His remedies and He does the
healing, if it is done at all. Then both the healed
and the doctor or nurse should give to Christ

V.
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thanks and all the glory for their healing.
2. Sin wrecked the minds of Adam's race, so
that nearly all of them sank into stupidity and
ignorance almost like the brute. Not only does
this apply to the uncivilized tribes, as we behold
the criminals in our prisons and the insane in
our asylums and the miseries produced by fool
ish minds in so many homes of the rich and the
poor, the learned and the unlearned, we see to
day the great need of the healing of the mind
which Christ alone can give. "For as in Adam
all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive."
"Be ye transformed by the renewing of your
mind," "let this mind be in you which was also in
Christ Jesus;" "we have the mind of Christ."
These Scriptures teach us how our minds may be
healed and made anew so that we may be able to
think God's thoughts with Him. "For God hath
not given us the spirit of fear ; but of power, and
of love, and of a sound mind." 2 Tim. 1 :7. All
sinners are criminally insane in the sight of God.

They

are

sinning against themselves, murdering

their own souls, and "they know not what they
do." They are stupefied by selfishness, coveteous
Hence the Lord com
ness and sinful passions.
missions us. His saved ones, to go preach and
teach Christ the Savior, the mind healer to all
nations.
3. "Ye are the branches" of "The Tree of
Life." We must bear both, "The leaves for
the healing of the nations, and the spiritual
fruit, perpetually every month throughout all
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time and eternity; upon which all the glorified
ones in the "New Jerusalem" may feast and sub
sist forever. For we will be "Bearing the twelve
manner of spiritual fruits" of "The Four Living
Creatures" consisting of wisdom, intelligence,
love, courage, conquest, supremacy, clear vision,

high aspirations, uplifting power, service, en
durance, and sacrifice. ( See Sermon No. 3.) All
the saved ones in that infinitely beautiful city,
continually feasting on these divine graces will
surely have joy unspeakable and will be full of
heavenly glory in the highest forever and ever.
Soul healing is the primary need in all ages
of the world. The twelve apostles of Christ, re
ceiving their commission from Him, faced a
world of very sin sick people. They literally sac
rifice their physical lives in executing their task,
but their ministry has been and is being
triumphantly and gloriously successful in civi
lizing, evangelizing and healing the souls, minds,
and bodies of men in the nations of the earth ;
and thereby healing, very largely, many nations
of idolatry, slavery and many other evils which
destroy mankind.
But the God-given task and responsibility
laid upon the people of His church of today are
no less than theirs; but rather seems to be
greater and more complex. If ever man needed
to feel the force of Christ's words "without me
ye c^an do nothing," it is now. And so much more
do w e need the experience and assurance of Paul
when he said, "lean do all things through Christ
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who strengtheneth me." If the souls of this gen
eration of people are to be healed of their sins,
and saved from eternal death in hell, we the
saved ones must be the living, active branches
abiding in Christ with the life-giving river flow
ing through us into them ; because God has or
dained no other way for them to be saved. Every
one whom the Lord saves. He commissions at the
same time, by His grace to seek and to save oth
The greatest act to be per
ers who are lost.
formed by any person is to lead a soul to repent
ance and to receive Christ, the Savior and Lord.
It produces joy in heaven. Christ speaking in
Luke 15:10, "Likewise, I say unto you, there is
joy in the presence of the angels of God over one
sinner that repenteth." Surely some souls are
repenting all the time, and that is the chief cause
of the rejoicing in heaven, always giving praises
to Christ their Savior.
VI. The supreme joy in the "New Jerusa
lem" will be the mutual love and great glory be
tween the Savior and the saved
Christ and His
Bride. "There is a River, the streams whereof
make glad the city of God, the Holy Place of the
tabernacle of the Most High." (Ps. 46 :4) This
"Tabernacle of God is with men," and "in the
midst of the street thereof. And on this side of
the river and on that was the tree of life bear
ing twelve manner of fruits yielding its fruit
every month." Through this river and tree
Christ has manifested His presence with His
healing, saving and life-giving power in all ages,
�
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and the thanksgiving and rejoicing of the saved
ones will continue throughout all etemity.
The boy Isaac and the boy John Wesley were
each plucked, by the providence of God, from
consumption by fire. It is, doubtless, impossi
ble for any man to imagine what Adam's race
would have come to if these two had perished in
the fire. Since the days of Abraham all the tme
children of God have had great reason to rejoice
over Isaac's deliverance; and since the days of
Samuel and Susanna Wesley many millions of
Methodists have been profoundly thankful that
John was rescued from the burning residence.
The event has been related and celebrated many
times. If the deliverance of two persons thus
saved from physical destmction by fire on earth
be the cause of such deep gratitude and pro
found thanksgiving among so many people, how
much greater reason will there be for deep,
never-dying gratitude, thanksgiving and praises
to Christ the Lamb for the "river of life" and
"the tree of life" by whose life-giving waters
and healing leaves. He has saved as a firebrand,
"plucked out of the burning" everyone of the
numberless redeemed ones in the eternal city of
God.

